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PREFACE 



The work undertaken by the writer during the past six years 
for the Educational Bureau of the Paint Manufacturers* Asso- 
ciation of the United States has been conducted at The Institute 
of Industrial Research at Washington. During this period of 
time considerable sums of money have been spent on investi- 
gations made to determine the usefulness of various materials 
which might find employment in the industry. While many 
of the results have been communicated to the manufacturers, 
they have never been placed in a form for ready reference. It 
is hoped, therefore, that this volume, with its complete index 
and many illustrations, M'ill prove useful for this purpose^ and 
at the same time serve as a guide to the student who desires 
to be in touch with recent work on the technology of paint. 

Washington. D. C. February 1, 1917. 
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Chapter 1. 

THE GROWTH OF THE l»REPARED-PAINT INDUS- 
TRY AND ITS RELATION TO THE WORK 

OF THE PAINTER. 

The writer has often been asked to cite some of the condi- 
tions whicli are responsible for the recent development of the 
paint industry of this country and the ever-growing demand 
for those higher-grade paints which are prepared upon 
scientific principles. That some chang^e has been wrought, 
which is responsible for this condition, is evident, for the 
amount of paint made by the grinder of early days is insignifi- 
cant when compared with the amount made in modern times. 

Painters who at one time mixed all of their own paints ; 
dissolved and melted the resins for their varnishes : boiled 
sufficient oil for their requirements, and prepared by hand 
enough colors for any certain piece of work, are now purchas- 
ing many of these products in larj^c quantities in prepared form. 
This one change has led to an enormous growth of the grind- 
ing business. It is possible that one of the factors which 
might be held responsible for this change could be looked for 
in the conditions now surrounding the employment of painting 
labor. Master painters have often referred in their discus- 
sions at association meetings to the many years of apprentice- 
ship which they served, either in this country or abroad, while 
learning their trade. They have, moreover, loudly lamented, 
and with just cause, the gradual disappearance of this same 
apprenticeship system which was responsible for the production 
of first-class painters of all-around general ability. The writer 
has even heard statements made by prominent masters in the 
trade that great difficulty is now experienced in getting one 
''brush hand" out of twenty men, who is really capable of mix- 
ing every kind of color or paint in a satisfactory manner. If 
these statements are true, it is to lie assumed that a large per- 
centage of the workmen now eni])loyed in applying paint have 
never served an apprenticeship, and have never acquired that 
information and skill which is necessary to qualify them as fore- 




nifii able lo mix paints, colur.-i. varnishes. rin<i Mains for every 
class of exterior and interior (IccoratiiiK. Some i>f the factors 
which have lonlrihutetl to this situaliun are the cliaii);ed social 
ami economic conditions, the rapid (jrovvlh of communities. 
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and the ever-present desire for more speed in everything that 
is done. As a result, the busy master painter himself is un- 
able to produce, as in the days of old, all of the paint necessary 
for a big job, nor has he enough competent men in his em- 
ploy to do so. The day of color grinding on slab and muller 
and the age of ''one paint for all purposes" has therefore 
gradually passed to an age where the painter has found it 
necessary to have manufactured for him many of his products 
in prepared form. Although the lack of apprenticeship- 
trained men able to mix such products has done much to bring 
about this condition of affairs, there are other factors which 
must be considered as having a contributory effect. The pro- 
duction of thousands of gallons of a certain delicate tint of 
wall paint or enamel, or the making of an equal quantity of 
interior varnish stain and color for the decoration of one of 
the enormous office structures of modern times, is a feat not 
to be accomplished in an economical manner in any small 
paint shop. The capacity and facilities of modern factories 
and the use of high-powered machinery, glided by trained 
experts, are now required for such a task. 

Out of these conditions there has grown up in this country 
one of the most important industries on the American conti- 
nent — an industry employing thousands of men and represent- 
ing millions in capital. It is fair to state, however, that 
the early history of this industry is not one of which 
the American people may be proud. The products of 
those days were, according to re|X)rt, adulterated in many 
instances, badly made in others, and generally of a 
nature to create prejudice against their use among 
the more scrupulous of the painting fraternity. It 
should be noted, however, that these conditions came largely 
as the result of an astounding lack of technical knowledge 
among manufacturers as to the properties of the raw ma- 
terials which they used. There was, in those days, no chemical 
control of such materials to determine their purity. Oil bought 
as linseed oil, even by the grinder, may have been grossl\' 
adulterated. Lead purchased as pure may have been free of 
such a metal. If the manufacturer, therefore, did not possess 
means of selecting pure materials, and did not know how 
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to properly mix and grind the raw materials entering, into 
the composition of paint, there was but little chance for the 
painter to become enthusiastic in the use of these early pro- 
ducts which were then classified as "ready-mixed paints." 

With the advent of the twentieth century there came a 
change in this state of affairs as a result of the application 
of science to the industry. The making of paint and varnish 
products hi a haphazard manner by untrained men, through 
closely-guarded secret processes, was stripped of its secrecy 
and its false importance. The raw materials entering into 
paints immediately became the subject of exhaustive study. 
Their chemical composition, physical properties, and actual 
value were determined with accuracy and kc])t subject to care- 
ful chemical control. Traditional beliefs with respect to cer- 
tain products were shown in many cases to be based upon 
ignorance. Newer commodities were brought into the field, 
gradually developed, and their value proved. The principles 
of science were a|)plied to the various ])rocesses of manu- 
facture. Newer and better-designed machinery and ecpiip- 
ment were provided. Savings were effected at various places 
and wastes were largely eliminated. .\s a result of these 
changes the industry forged rapidly ahead until the Inited 
States became the leader of all nations in actual nut])ut and in 
quality of output. 

The master paiiUer may have looked askance in many 
instances at this wonderful develo]>ment in the manufacture 
of prepared-paint products, thinking that it was robbing him 
of the opportunity of making all of his own products, and in 
this way decreasing to some extent the scope of his work. 
This belief, however, is incorrect, for it is an actual fact that 
the greater the amount of paint made by the grinder the 
greater will be the amount of paint applied by the painter. 
To illustrate this point, it is only necessary to point to the 
I)erfectly enormous amount of flat wall ])aint which is today 
made by the grinder and applied by the painter. Ten years 
ago the interior walls of buildings were generally left bare 
and in an unsightly condition. The pro<luction by the manu- 
facturer, through the use of newer pigments and oils, of a 
wall paint which would drv to a soft, velvetv flat finish, and 
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which could be easily and economically applied, created a 
wider desire for wall decoration. People started to paint the 
walls of their homes, their offices, and their factories. With 
this newly-created demand for the newer paints came a 
proportionate demand for the services of the painter to apply 
them. In creating a market for their paints, the grinders also 
created a market for the services of the painter. For every 
million dollars* worth of paint sold, there came requirements 
for at least two million dollars' worth of painting laDor, 
since the cost of applying paint is always at least twice the 
cost of the paint applied. 

The production of the newer products by the manufacturer, 
and his efforts to create with the ultimate consumer a demand 
for such products, constitutes, therefore, a direct call for the 
services of the painter, and should be encouraged by him 
wherever possible. 



ClIAlM-KK II. 

TIIK WHITE-I'IGMENT iXiKSTRY. 

f){ the white pigments consumed in the paiiit-grinding trades, 
only a relatively small proportion Is represented bv those known as 
natural earth pigments which are prepared liy crusiiing, grinding, 
and washing various minerals.* Such pigments will not he con- 
sidered in this chapter, which hear- wlmlly upon those j>igments 
made by chemical or inetalUirgical prcK'esses from ores having a lead 
or 7inc base, and referred tii herein as opaque white pigments. 




Kivc years ago the opai|ue while pigineiUs |>ri>duced in the L iiited 
States anionnied ti) ahout j_i(».cxx> ions, valueil at approximately 
Si5.(X>o,cxx). The writer's estimate for the year njid shows a pro- 
duction of approximately 370,000 tons, having a value of over 
S/O.fwo.ooo. This tremendous growth of the industry is not to he 
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ascribed to any very marked increase in exports or to other condi- 
tions consequent upon the unsettled situation that prevails abroad 
and which might exert an expansive force on our trade thermom- 
eter. While, of course, such conditions would naturally increase 
the demands arising as a result of the growth of certain communi- 
ties, it is the writer's opinion that the prevailing activity in the pig- 
ment world is largely due to the rapidly developing appreciation of 
the value of those products in which pigments are used. Let us 
now consider the five important white pigments produced in this 
country and their application in the paint industry where the largest 
amounts are used. Of these, the oldest will receive first con- 
sideration. 

Tablk I. 
An Bstimate of the Productiou of the Opaque White Pif/meiits in the United States. 



Chemical 
process 



Fume 
process 



^Basic Carbonate- 
White Lead... 
Lithopone 



^Basic Sulphate- 
White Lead 

Zinc Oxide 

Xeaded Zinc Oxide. 



Total 



•Qf this amount, 106,778 in oil, balance dry. 
t Of this amount, 130,000 in oil, balance dry. 



1911. 


1916. 


Quantity. 


1 
Value. 


Quantity. 
Tons. 


Value.S 


Tons. 


1 

1 

1 




132,612* 
16,866 


$17,393,241 
1,243,108 


i6o,ooot 
75»ooo 


$28,800,000 
16,500,000 


80,611 


7,343762 


I39,ooot 


28,150,000 


230,089 


$25,980,111 i 

1 


374,000 


$73,450,000 



t Of this amount, Basic Sulphate-White Lead and leaded Zinc con«.titutc 43,000 tons. Zinc 
Oxides 96,000 tons. 

I White Lead Pigments and Leaded Zinc estimated at $175 per ton, .American Process Zinc 
Oxide at $190, French Process Zinc Oxide at a higher price, and I.ithopone at $210. 

I 191 1 figures from 17. S. Geological Survey Bulletin. Production of Mineral Paints for 1914. 

Basic Carbonatc-lVhitc Lead. — The date of the first commercial 
production of corroded white lead in the United States has been 
recorded as 1807, and at the present time there are two large manu- 
facturing organizations and several smaller individual corroders, the 
plants being well distributed throughout the country. The produc- 
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tion of the pigment in the various factories depends mainly upon the 
use of two distinct processes, which are described later on in the text. 
There is probably no commercial pigment that has a pedigree 
quite as long as that held by corroded white lead, and its family 
history- is indeed interesting. Many records of its use in ancient 
times have been found, and the following has been quoted in the 
excellent paper on White Lead by Klein :♦♦ 

"One of the earliest records of white lead is to be ascribed to 
Xenophon (430-355 B. C), who in *Aeconomicus** records 
the use of *cerussa' as a cosmetic. Churchf states that a face 
|X)wder or cosmetic, found in its original pottery box, of about 
B. C. 400. in the neighborhood, proved to be a mixture of white 
lead and whitening." 

It is evident from this report that some of the modern paint 
mixer> are not the only ones to understand the art of mixing earth 
pigments with lead, but whether it was done in those days for 
purposes of profit or to lessen the toxic effect of the pigment, is not 
known. Later on, however, in the fourteenth century, it is evident 
that certain pigments were looked upon with suspicion, as the fol- 
lowing reference also from Klein will indicate : 

**Cennino CenniniJ states that the ladies of Florence were 
prone to heighten their beauty by the application of white lead 
and other pigments, and in a homily warns ladies in general 
against the practice." 

Since it is not intended in this cha])ter to deal with the toxic effect 
of pigments, those who desire further information on this subject 
may refer to the publications noted below. § That the so-called 
ancients knew how to make real white lead is also shown by Klein 
in his (juoted passage from Theophrastus (373-287 B. C.) : || 



••"Tlu- Mamifaoturc <»f White Lead." C. A. Klein. Chief Chemist, Brims- 
down Krad C<».. I/tM. Presented iKtore the Paint and Varnish ScKiety of 
U»ndnn. I )<ernilMT 4, lOi.^ 

• Xrnoph(»n, ((noted hy Hofmann. "Mas I'lei." 

t Church, 'Chemistry of Paints an<l Painting." 127. 1901, Sceley, London. 

t Cennini. "Treativr tm Painting." etc.. translated hy Mrs. Merrilicld. Lon- 
d<»n. iMj5. p. 51. 

§ liunetni iHK, Department <>f Lal)<>r; alsci "Tlie Toxic and Antiseptic 
Pr<»p<rties ..f Pamts." H. \. Carchur. I'-uIKtin 41. Srien. Sec, Paint M't'rs* 
\ss'n nf r .^ 

IIiKtory i*i Stones, p. 2J.V 
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**I.ead is placed in earthen vessels over sharp vinegar, and 
after it has acquired some thickness of a sort of rust, which 
it commonly docs in about lo days, they open the vessels and 
scrape it off, as it were in a sort of foulness : they then place 
the lead over vinegar again, repeating over and over again the 
same method of scraping it till it has wholly dissolved. What 
has been scraped off they then beat to a powder, and boil for a 
long time, and what at last subsides to the bottom of the vessel 
is 'ceruse.' " 

This old method undoubtedly produced a white lead carbonate, 
and it is interesting to note that the clay pot method is still in use 
today, but, of course, in a much more highly developed condition and 
now known as the stack or Old Dutch process. Moreover, this 
process is responsible for a greater tonnage of product than all of 
the newer processes combined. This fact is indicated by Klein's 
figures (1914) on the lead production of the world, as quoted below: 



T.ABLE 2. 

Quantity of White Lead Produced by Principal Producing Countries, 
Estimated Total Production, 275,000 Tons Annually. 

English tons. dr>'- 

United States 1 20,000 

England 55,ooo 

Germany 3^.500 

France 22,000 

Belgium 1 5.000 

Russia 14,500 

Italy 4,500 

Holland 2,500 

Spain 2,500 

Canada 2,500 

T.ABLE 3. 

Approximate Quantities Produced by Various Processes. 

Stack 1 80,000 tons 

Chamber 45.000 " 

Miscellaneous ;o,ooo *' 



l8 
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Comparison of these figures should be made wilh the figures 
snveii by the present writer in Table i. 

It might be desirable to describe herein very liriefly the various 
processes by which white lead is manufactured ;it ihe ])resent time. 




In the stack |>riKX'ss. a series of units con>istin(; of clay iKjt> ■sur- 
rounded wilh laii baric and containing cup|n'd acetic acitl al the 
bottom, arc tilled with buckles or divs of melalltc lead. The |X)t5 
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are then covered with boards upon which are stacked subsequent 
layers of pots. Fermentation of the tan bark raises the tempera- 
ture of the stack, facilitating the action of the acid upon the lead, 
forming the acetate which in the presence of the carbon dioxide 
evolved during the fermentation of the bark is transformed into 
the white basic carbonate. The process requires about three months' 
time, and when the stacks are finally stripped, the white lead is 
broken up, ground, washed, and prepared for the market. In the 
chamber process, which is used on the European continent quite 
widely, and especially in Germany, large brick corroding chambers 




Revolving cylinders used in making quick 



are used, in which strips of lead are hung from horizontal girders ; 
a mixture of air, acetic acid, steam, and carbon dioxide being blown 
into the chambers through inlets in the floor. In less than two 
months' time the corrosion is complete, the dry white lead being 
removed and treated in the usual manner. In the Carter process, as 
used in the United States, metallic lead is granulated and placed in 
large revolving wooden drums; acetic acid and water being sprayed 
on the mass. Carbon dioxide gas is passed into the cylinders and 
agitation continued for a period of from six days to two weeks. 
The white lead produced is thoroughly levigated and then dried. 
In the Rowley or mild process, lead is melted and sprayed by means 
of air or steam lo the form of a very fine nielallic du?t into a 
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large iron cliambt-r liiit-d with water at the bottom. The mass is 
then agitated in the i>resotii-e nf air to ])ro(iiKe ihe hydrate of lead, 




and then ])lai-e 


1 ill ^e^.>K■in^t e>li.uicr. 


and treated 


with 


earbon 


dioxide (.'n-^ 1 


.M,- i-;iH.oTiate of lead is 


lirudiiced in 


«0 


r three 
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days' time. Although only a small amount of white lead is made 
by this process, that produced is generally of a good grade. Other 
processes, including the electrolytic process, have been proposed and 
experimented with, but not with any great degree of success. 

The enormous tonnage of corroded white lead produced and sold 
in the United States indicates the extent to which this valuable 
pigment is consumed in the form of paint. It is used as the base 
of the majnriiy (if wliile ;md tinted paints and generally in admix- 




Carbonatiiig c 



s for mild i)rucess li 



ture with a substantial percentage of zinc oxide or other pigments 
in which fonu the best results are obtained. For reports on the 
coniparalive wearing value of such paints, the reader is referred 
to the publications noted below.* While it is probable that a still 
greater ([uantity of corroded white lead would be in use today if 
other white pigments were not available, we must remember that 
even the enormous strides made in the use of the newer pigments 
have apparently only served to help fill the increased demand that 



•Bulletins of the Scien. Sec., Paint M'f'n 
■'Report of the igi2 Inspceiinn of the Atlanti 
Including the Repairing Tests and the New Tt 
1912 Inspection of the Pillslmruh TcM I'cncc." 
speetiitn'of the Tennessci^ Test Fence." 



.Xss'n of U. S. : No. 34. 

City Woo.kii Test Fence, 
ts" ; No. 35, "Report of the 
:tc. : No. .16. "Report of In- 



has arisen for while pigments, and there has been, therefore, an 
increased production of each type. With the new uses for pigments 
that are being developed in various industries, there will probably 
be a continuation of the present growth of production, and the 
different pigments will be used for the purposes for which their 
individual characteristics best fit thcni, 

fiasic Sulphate-White Lead. — Sutilimed white lead or basic sul- 
phate-white lead has become one of the most important and valuable 




l>ainl piginiiiis u-eil at ilu- priM-nt time. Il^ lii-^tnry dales back to 
the exiHTimnit> i.f Li-wi;- am! Ilarllcti made alK.ut the year 1872, 
Mr, Barllctl ha^ told the writer that while working around a zinc 
smelter in Ikllikheni, Pennsylvania, he once picke<l up a beautifully 
crystallize<l sample of galena (lead sulphide ore). While |>assing a 
calciniu); or desulphurizing furnace he threw the >!)ccimen into the 
red-hot furiKice and immediately it ignited and passed otT as a white 
fume. lie at onie conceived the thnught thai this -uhlimed product 
might be while lead, and immedialely began experiments to deter- 
mine whellur white lead coulil be pniduceil liy this fire process. 

(Ireat advances have since iKCurreil in the nianufaclurc of this 
interesting pigment wliicli was originally priKluced in commercial 
amounts bv the i'icber Lead t'ompany. It now finds wide use as a 
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constituent of nearly every kind of paint. Its extreme stability, 
amorphous nature, great fineness, hiding power, durabihty, and 
relatively non-poisonous properties have in many instances given it 
preterence over the corroded fonn of white lead. 

At the present time the pigment b made at Jophn, Missouri, and 
CoUinsville. Illinois, from galena ore which contains some blende or 
zinc sulphide. The ore, after beii^ crushed and concentrated, is 
charged into specially constructed furnaces where it is subjected to 
intense heat, the metal content being vaporized and oxidized to a 




Couni-M Ur.J. A. Schaefl« 

Fig. 10. 
View of large pile of tailings from which pigment ore has been recovered. 

white fume pigment. This pigment in its vaporous form is carried 
through a series of gooseneck cooling pipes where the oxidation is 
completed, and finally through a long metal flue for cooling pur- 
poses, being deposited at the end of the system in fabric bags. It 
consists of a true basic sulphate of lead, and its averse composition 
will show it to contain approximately i6 per cent of chemically 
combined lead oxide, the balance being lead sulphate and generally 
from 1 per cent to 5 per cent of zinc oxide. 

Most remarkable results have been obtained with this pigment 
when made into paints that have been used upon exterior surfaces 
of wood, iron and cement, as some of the references below will 
indicate. It is also coming into considerable use for the manufacture 
of interior paints of various kinds. 



I'AINT ttl^SEAKCllH^. 







f; 



m 



Gooienccks used in niiikintt >i«<i<' t»« 



TIIK WIIITK-PK'.MKNT INDISTRY. 2$ 

In the last published report on the Atlantic City wooden test 
fence,* it was stated that: "The white paints made of zinc oxide 
and basic sulphate-white lead * * * were giving exceptional 
service." This report was made after the tests had been exposed 
to the severe conditions prevailing at the seacoast for fiwQ years, 
with one repainting. In a similar reportf on the Nashville wooden 
test fence, after two years' exposure, it was stated that : "Basic sul- 
phate-white lead presented a surface free from checking or alligator- 
ing, this result being in accord with the findings from previous field 
tests." At Pittsburgh, excellent results were also obtained from 
basic sulphate-white lead, the mixed pigment paints containing this 
pigment being especially resistant to darkening or discoloration.^ 
In the Atlantic City steel panel tests, sublimed white lead was the 
only white pigment among the pigments receiving the ten highest 
average ratings in the inspections of 1910, 191 1 and 191 2. § 

W. G. Scott in his book entitled, "White Paints and Painting 
Materials," comments on sublimed white lead as follows : 

"One of the prominent features of sublimed white lead is its 
extreme fineness. The texture of a pigment may be crystalline, 
or amorphous. Sublimed white lead belongs to the latter class, 
and owes its great covering capacity to its amorphous condition. 
Sublimed white lead on account of its fineness will stand a great 
amount of extension, and may be safely mixed with nearly any 
color. 

"Sublimed white lead of the average composition contains 
about 69.78 per cent of metallic lead ; but, unlike carbonate of 
lead, which is easily reduced to metal under the blow-pipe, it is 
almost impossible to reduce the sublimed product without a 
powerful reducing flux ; hence, it may be said to be practically 
fireproof. 

"The specific gravity of sublimed \vhite lead ranges from 
6.000 to 6.400. a gravity of 6.200 being a true average, conse- 
quently a cubic foot of the pigment in compact form, t. e., con- 
sidered as a solid, will weigh about 387 pounds; in similar 
manner, a gallon r23T cu. in.) of solid material would weigh 
51.69 pounds. 

♦Bulletin 34, Scien. Sec. Paint M'f'rs' Assn of U. S., "Report of the 
1912 Inspection of the Atlantic City Wooden Test Fence." 

t Bulletin 36, Scien. Sec. Paint M'f'rs' Ass'n of U. S., "Report of Inspec- 
tion of the Tennessee Test Fence." 

t Bulletin 35. Scien. Sec. Paint M'f'rs' Ass'n of U. S., "Report of the 
1912 Inspection of the Pittsburgh Test Fence." 

§ Circular 3s. Scien. Sec. Paint M'fVs' .\ss*n of U. S., "Notes on Pre- 
pared Paints for Metal Surfaces." 



"Sulphur fumes, coal gas, smoke, and other obnoxious gases- 
have very little etTect upon sublimed white lead, a long period 
of lime being required to perceptibly darken the paint. Sub- 
limed white lead is occasionally used alone as a paint, but more 
often as the principal ingredient in what is known as composite 
paints.' When ground alone in oil to produce a moderately 
stiff paste, sublimed white lead requires about 9?^ per cent of 
oil; this is in nearly the ratio of 100 pounds of dry lead to ij4 
gallons of oil." 

From time to time, there have been discussions as to the propriety 
of the term "while lead" as .-ippliod to the sublimed product. That 




basic sulphate of lead has as nuich right to the n.imc as basic 
carbonate of lead, is now generally recognized. This is indicated 
in recently issued Circular 42 of the I'aiiU Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion of the I'niled States, from whicli the following is (pioted: 

"These definitions and the accompanying nomenclature have 
l»een prepared by the Kducational l!ureau in answer to a demand 
for an authoritative standard nomenclature, for use in connec- 
tion with formulas, labels. si)tcilications, etc.. when required. 
This would apply, for example, to the branding of the several 
forms of 'while lead.' the recommeml.'ition l>eing that all types 
of the basic carlronate be designated 'basic carbonate white 
lead,' and all forms of the Iwisic sulphate, 'hjisic sulphate white 
lead.' 
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"The eflFect of the general adoption of this nomenclature will 
be to eliminate the existing confusion and replace it by definite 
terms applicable to definite products. 

"This nomenclature was recommended to the association in 
October, 191 5 ; referred to the membership by mail vote ; revised 
in accordance with suggestions of members; and adopted by 
unanimous vote at the annual meeting on November 17th, 1916. 

''Proposed S omenclaturc of the Important Raw Materials Used 

in Pa lilt. 



Manufacturers title or 
trade-names in common use. 



White Lead 
Corroded Lead 
Corroded White Lead 
Carbonate of Lead 
Basic Lead Carbonate 
Basic Carbonate White 

Lead 
Hydrate of Lead 
Hydrocarbonate of Lead 
Lead Carbonate 
Carbonate White Lead 

White Lead 
Sublimed Lead 
Sublimed White Lead 
Basic Lead Sulphate 
Sulphate of Lead 
Basic Sulphate While 
Lead 



Suggested 
nomenclature. 

Basic Carbonate 
\\ hite Lead 



Basic Sulphate 
White Lead 



Remarks. 



It is optional whether 
additional information 
appears in connection 
with the title to indicate 
whether the material 
represents *01d Dutch 
Process' or a *Quick 
[*rocess' pigment/ " 



Zifie Oxide. — The use of zinc oxide best known to the general 
public is its employment in the form of a paint pigment. In this 
form it has very much the same physical action as metallic zinc. 
The latter will convey to some other metals, when used in alloys, the 
required degree of hardness. Analagously, zinc oxide will convey 
to lead paints the property of becoming sufficiently hard to resist 
some peculiarly inherent forms of decay and discoloration. With- 
out entering into a lengthy discussion of this subject, it is significant 
to refer to the fact that the use of dnc oxide is universal with the 
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fiiini imi)uifa(liir,rs nf Uir I 'liitcd Slulcs iii\d it i.i mfiilly hrcoiiiiiiy 
standard pmctuc with the f'liinliiiii inift tu nsr zinc oxide in nearly 
all interior and c.rterior l^aints. 

A scan-li of llii' lilfratiiri' sIkims tlial Ccmricij- iiiaiK- /im- oxide 
rL'fjularly on a larj;c Malv in t^f^i. ami iIktc :ih- mnrd-. >liowinB 
lliai ill 17S4 ilij< |iif;nicril \va- u-cri i\uii-i\(l\ in .irlj-i-' |..iini-.. U< 
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production by a metallurgical process, however, dates back only to 
1834 when Sorel, while experimenting on galvanizing metal, discov- 
ered that the white powder formed at the edge of the zinc pots 
consisted of zinc oxide. Later records, about 1841, show the com- 
mercial production of the pigment by Leclaire and its successful 
use in house paints. In 1848 the New Jersey Zinc Company, when 
experimenting on Franklinite zinc ore, developed a direct process 
for making zinc oxide, and this process is now responsible for the 
major part of the zinc oxide produced. Mr. ("icorge C. Stone, chief 
metallurgist of the New Jersey Zinc Company, has written an inter- 
esting history of the development of the process, which is presented 
below.* 

"An entirely new process of making oxide of zinc direct from 
the ore was invented in the early '50s, and three patents were 
taken out in 1855, by Jones. Burrows and W'etherill, on almost 
identical lines. Jones was an officer of the New Jersey Zinc 
Company ; Wetherill was the superintendent of the paint-grind- 
ing department, and Burrows was a workman employed by the 
Passaic Chemical Company, whose works adjoined those of the 
New Jersey Zinc Company, and some of whose furnaces were 
on its property. Burrows states that one night the flue from 
one of the furnaces that he was tending leaked, and he covered 
the hole with a piece of grate bar, throwing a shovelful of 
refuse on it. The refuse proved to be a mixture of coal and 
zinc ore and, the heat of the flue being sufficient to light it. 
Burrows soon noticed a cloud of zinc oxide coming off. He 
built a small furnace and repeated the experiment, and when 
he found that it worked again, showed it to the officers of the 
New Jersey Zinc Company, among whom were Wetherill and 
Jones. 

''Col. Wetherill proposed to Burrows that they work up the 
invention together, as Burrows had not the money to do so on 
his own account. The result was that three people applied for 
and obtained patents for substantially the same thing in the 
same year. Wetherill also took out patents for improvements 
in 1855-6-7-9 and two in 1868. The New Jersey Zinc Company 
acquired the patents of Jones and Burrows, but could not agree 
on terms with Wetherill. The latter shortly afterwards sold a 
license to use his process to the Passaic Zinc Company. Both 
the New Jersey and the Passaic companies put the process in 
operation, as it proved to be a great improvement on those 



***The Historv of Zinc Oxide." Geo. C. Stone, 
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previously used. Everything went quietly until the Wetherill 
patent had nearly expired, wlicn he brought suit against the 
New Jersey Zinc Company for infringement and accumulated 
profits. The suit that followed was long and hotly fought on 
both sides. The final decision of the court was that the furnace 
was liurrows' invention and the process Wetherill's and that 
half the profits were due lo each. .\s the Zinc Company owned 
the Burrows' patent, it was obliged to pay half the increased 
profit due lo the use of the invention, lii \VethtTill, The deci- 




Bluck 



sion scents it \ery fair one, as while the orit;inal idea appears 
lo h;ive heen Unrrows", he had not sutlicient knowledge or skill 
to develop it and make a working process of it. The latter was 
done hy \VetiK'ritl. who gave much time and work to the per- 
feclion of the detail and iiraetJee of the oj.eration, and certainly 
deserved the cre<lil of making it the success it has been. At 
the present time, every works in this country, but one, uses the 
Wetherill proeess, Thv nui.h tower eo^.t hy it and llie possi- 
hility it gave of i.r.itiiahK Horkini; low grade ore-, have been 
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the main causes of the tremendous increase in the oxide business 
of this country, which now produces considerably more than 
half of the world's supply. 

"At first the oxide was collected in large chambers. Later 
bag-rooms were patented by S. T. Jones, who died shortly after 
obtaining his patent, and his widow, Martha, sued the company 
to recover damages. Many other schemes have been proposed 
and tried since for making and collecting oxide, but so far none 
have proved as satisfactory as the Wetherill process and the 







t' til rough I'ouling pipes. 



T)ag-rooms. The improvements have been in detail and have 
changed the results obtained to a degree that the inventors 
would not have believed possible. Much larger furnaces are 
used, more material is treated per square foot of grate, better 
recoveries are obtained, and the quality of the product is under 
closer control. These improvements are due to a better under- 
standing of the chemistry of the process, better mechanical 
arrangements, and closer supervision. There have been no 
radical changes since Cnl. Wetherill's day, but he would hardly 



recognize tht later plants, as tlic changes in almost all details 
have comjiletely altered the general appearance. It is difEicutt 
to give credit for tliese iniprovenicnts. as almost everyone who 
has hccn closely connected with the manufacture has done 
soniethiiig. and while the total result of the changes is large, it 
is imjKissihle to *ay how nuidi of it i^ dne to any particular 
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of ihe New Jersey Zinc Company (of 
ilv line that nses the French process of 
uvl-AVw /in.-. The two oxide plants at 
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iK- l;iri;i-l in the world. 

locks ol oxide furnaces, 

i'aih Muck is an inde- 

nst fan. and hag-room." 



The inahilny ol the producers Ki make a sullicieni i|uaiitity of 
zinc oxide in meet the demands of the last two year.- has often 
hrought forth impiiries a- to why a larj^er (juamily of ore has not 
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been worked up into the oxide. In answering these questions, some 
statistics regarding zinc ore and spelter are appropriate, as they have 
a direct bearing on the oxide production. In the first place, it .is 
well to refer to the unusual activity that has been displayed in the 
metal fabricating industries. The demand that has thus been created 
for spelter is reflected in the amount of zinc ores mined during 1916 
(i,656,ocx)tons) which produced 672,300 tons of metal; over 220,000 
retorts being in operation b>' the end of the year. The average 
Joplin price for these ores was $9300 for high grade and $75.00 for 
low grade, while the average price of spelter for the year was 
approximately 13)4 cents for common and at least 7 cents more 




Zinc oxide bag room at Palmerton, Pa., 805 feet in length. 



for high grade. Those who are familiar with the metals market 
can compare these figures with those prevailing during previous 
years, and reflect >upon the temptation placed before the zinc manu- 
facturer to throw all his available resources into the manufacture of 
spelter rather than oxide. On the contrary, more lead-free oxide 
has been made during the past year than in any previous one, and 
the mines producing ore suitable for this material have largely 
increased their output, all of which has been utilized for this purpose 
alone. 

For the manufacture of lead-free zinc oxide only one type of ore 
is used. This is a zinc-iron-manganese spinel known as Franklinite, 
found only in Sussex County, New Jersey. It is associated with 
Willemite, a yellowish green anhydrous silicate of zinc containing 
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approximately 58 per cent of metal, which is used only for the manu- 
facture of pure spelter. The ore as it is mined is washed, crushed 
and passed by belt conveyor over a separating table where an electro- 
magnet removes the Franklinite. In its separated form the Frank- 
linite is black in color and consists usually of from 60 per cent to 80 
l)er cent iron oxide, the balance being a mixture of zinc and man- 
ganese oxides. For making zinc oxide, the mineral is first mixed 
with powdered coal and spread upon a bed of glowing coal on a \yer- 
f orated grate. Air is blown through the charge, burning the coal, 
with the result that the zinc in the ore is reduced and volatilized. 
The oxidizing atmosphere in the upper part of the furnace serves to 
convert the va[)orized metal into the oxide. This is drawn, in the 
form of a white fume, by the aid of huge fans, through large cooling 
pipes, being finally de[)osited as a Huffy powder in fabric bags 
suspended in the bag-rooms at the end of the system. The bags are 
tapped at the bottom from time to time to remove the oxide, which 
is then graded for color and packed for shipment. It is interesting 
to note that one of the bag-rooms referred to above (see Fig. 18) 
is 805 feet long. 64 feet wide, and 59 feet high. The muslin bags 
suspended in this room, if sewed together end to end, would cover 
a distance of thirtv miles. 

The other zinc-hearing ores are used only for the production of 
spelter, or, in some instances, for the manufacture of leaded zinc, 
as indicated below. Of these ores, the most important is zinc 
blende, or Sphalerite, a very widely distributed mineral. This ore» 
which varies in color from light yellow to black, consists of the 
sulphide of zinc, and in the form in which it is delivered to the 
smelter contains usually from 35 [)er cent to 65 i>er cent of metal* 
the balance consisting largely of iron and manganese oxides. It is 
found in Missouri, Illinois, Colorado, Wisconsin, Arkansas. Kansas, 
New Mexico, .Arizona, Idaho, Nevada. Utah, Montana, Tennessee, 
\'irginia and Iowa in commercial quantities. Although the bulk of 
spelter is made from this ore, a considerable amount is still produced 
from the oxidized ores which include the native carbonate of zinc 
known as Smithsonite. This ore. by the way. was one of the first 
employed in zinc smelting in this country, and when fairly pure con- 
tains up to 32 per cent of zinc with silica, lime and iron as im- 
purities. It is usually found associated with the hydrous silicate of 
zinc, known as Calamine, in deposits of considerable extent but 
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relatively small compared to the existing deposits of blende., .The 
Smithsonite ores are found quite widely distributed, thesprjncipal 
deposits being located in Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Tennessee, New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada and Utah. 
Although it has been used largely for making spelter, it is also used 
to some extent for the production of leaded zinc. 

A substantial amount of metal was used during the past year for 
making Florence oxide, which is the whitest and lightest grade of 
zinc oxide produced. It was made by the usual French process of 
volatilizing pure spelter, burning the vapor, and collecting the fume. 
Owing to the very high price of the raw material, spelter, there has 
been no incentive to the manufacturer to make this grade of oxide. 
Notwithstanding that the profit was nominal, sufficient of it has been 
made to satisfv all of the demands of the consumers. 

Leaded Zinc. — Leaded zinc may be looked upon as a compara- 
tively new pigment that has been introduced with successful results, 
especially in the manufacture of exterior paints. Probably the first 
pigment of this type produced oft a large scale was that known as 
zinc lead white, which was made at Canon City, Colorado, by the 
volatilization and oxidation of mixed lead and zinc ores. During 
recent years this pigment consisted approximately of equal parts 
of zinc oxide and lead sulphate. When used in paints, it gave good 
results on exterior exposure, in nearly every test in which it was 
used. Its production, however, was discontinued in 19 lo, and since 
that time the manufacture of the so-called leaded zincs has been 
developed on a very large commercial scale, over 23,000 tons having 
been produced during the past year. The pigment as it is produced 
commercially, apparently has its lead content in the form of basic 
lead sulphate. Two samples recently examined by the writer 
showed, respectively, 3.5 and 13.9 per cent of lead oxide in excess 
of the amount necessary to combine with the sulphuric anhydride 
present. 

Considerable information regarding the various leaded zinc pig- 
ments has already been presented in a circular written for the 
Educational Bureau by G. B. Heckel, the essential parts of which 
are given below. 

"Leaded zincs are zinc oxides produced by the American 
process (that is by direct sublimation and oxidation) from ores 



36 PAIXT RKSEARCHKS. 

of zinc containing certain percentages of lead ores in association. 
These ores are comparatively abundant, while lead-free ores are 
rare. As a consequence it follows that the. only grades of 
American process oxides which promise an expansion adequate 
to a growing demand are those containing upwards of 10 per 
cent of basic lead sulphate. These leaded zincs are produced 
with approximately definite lead contents ranging from 10 to 
35 per cent of the basic sulphate. Their color is not as a rule 
as good as that of the 'horsehead' oxides, but in other respects, 
considered as paint pigments, they are for many purposes gener- 
ally regarded as superior. It may be said, in passing, that there 
is reason to believe thai, since the color appears to depend some- 
what upon the basicity of tlie lead sulphate contained, and since 
the lead oxide present in llie basic sulphate appears to enhance 
the pigment value of the product, improvement of color may 
involve some sacrifice of pigment (|uality. 

**In none of these leaded oxides is the color sufficiently *bad' 
to have any practical importance, excepting in the manufacture 
of white and very light-tinted decorative paints ; and by proper 
tinting and manipulation, even here the color can be made satis- 
factory. For all other uses, the difference is negligible in the 
finished product. From a manufacturing point of view there 
are se\cral advantages in the use of leaded rather than a pure 
oxide. The [)ercentage of oil required for grinding and the 
total volume of 'thinners' retjuired to reduce to painting con- 
sistency is less in almost exact ratio to the percentage of lead 
content: the 'body' of the finished paint is decidedly superior; 
the durability of the paint would seem to be greater; the cost 
of the leaded zincs is lower. 

".'\s to the durability of paint made from leaded zincs, the 
following excerpts from official re[)orts will be sufficiently con- 
firmatory : 

"1910. Second Annual Report on Atlantic City Test Fence, 
Panel No. 39. Zinc lead white : chalking, 'considerable' ; check- 
ing, *very slight' ; general condition, 'good'. This was the high- 
est rating given to any single pigment paint. 

"1913. Report on Inspection of the Tennessee Test Fence. 
'Zinc lead, a fume pigment consisting of equal parts of lead 
sulphate and zinc oxide, gave good results, presenting a surface 
that was quite free from defects. leaded zinc * * * ^^5 
not used as a straight pigment in the tests, but was applied in 
test Xo. 5 in combination with basic carl)onate white lead (65 
per cent leaded zinc. 35 per cent white lead). In such com- 
bination it gave good results.' 

"1014. Report on .Arlington Test Fence, Com. D-i. .Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials. 'Panel Xo. 107, zinc lead 
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white, shows no checking and surface is very clean.' 'None of 
the paints composed of a single primary pigment are equal tc 
paints made up of composite pigments, except zinc lead white, 
which is actually a composite pigment.' 

"The following statistics may also prove interesting : 

Diagram I. 

"Plot ShoifS Amounts Leaded Zinc and Sublimed Lead to Use 
for Desired Lead Content of Mix. 
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"The 35 per cent leaded oxide, when ground with 14 per cent 
of its weight of linseed oil yields a paste having the same con- 
sistency as ordinary white lead in oil. For use as a base for 
prepared paints the proportion of oil may conveniently be 
increased to about 22.5 per cent. Such a base may be reduced 
to good working consistency by the addition of a little less than 
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50 per cent of its weight of additional oil, thinners and dryer. 
If rosin in any form appears in the vehicle or the dryer, it 
should be completely neutralized to prevent reaction with the 
pigment. It is good practice to use about 10 per cent of turpen- 
tine in the vehicle of all leaded zinc paints. Contrary to the 
practice with basic-carbonate white lead, oils with very low acid 
number are preferable for leaded zinc paints. 

"It is suggested that while objections to the color of these 
leaded zincs when used for white paint are largely sentimental, it 
may be greatly improved in practice, by the addition of a very 
small percentage of blue and also by grinding in refined oil 
rather than raw oil. 

'*It is to be noted that in States requiring the formula to be 
shown on the package, the lead content of all these oxides 
excepting the lowest ( under 5 per cent ) must be stated. In all 
cases where the lead sulphate is actually basic (Pb3So09), this 
is properly given as 'Basic Lead Sulphate/ On the other hand 
if leaded oxide be used in which the lead content is practically 
all present as normal lead sulphate (PbS04), the propriety of 
the designation may be subject to question. 

**In practice it is often necessary or desirable to increase the 
basic lead sulphate content of the formula over that present in 
the leaded zinc available for use. Since Basic Lead Sulphate 
(or sublimed lead ) as marketed contains about 5 per cent of 
zinc oxide, calculation of the required proportions of the two 
pigments required to yield the relative percentages is a rather 
complicated process. 

"The chart (Diagram I) by J. K. Heckel will furnish the 
required information at a glance. 

"The figures to the left indicate the j)ercentages of leaded 
zinc and those to the right of sublimed lead required to produce 
the required percentages of ZnO and Pb04 indicated at the bot- 
tom of the chart. The four diagonal lines represent the several 
grades of oxide. To find any desired |)ercentages shown in the 
bottom rows of figures, using any of the oxides shown, follow 
the perpendicular line to its intersection with the proper diag- 
onal : the required percentages of that oxide and sublimed lead 
will then be found on the horizontal line to the left and right, 
respectively. K. g. — Desired percentages 50 each, using a 35 
per cent leaded oxide. The 50-50 perpendicular intersects the 
35 per cent diagonal at the horizontal line which indicates at 
the left. /() per cent leaded zinc, and at the right. 24 per cent 
sublimed white lead. The desired percentages will, therefore, 
be obtained by using 76 pounds of the former to 24 pounds of 
the latter." 



THK WillTE-PHiMENT IMHSTRV. 39 

Lithopone. — This pigment was apparently first produced by Orr 
ill 1874, and was at once developed in various forms in England and 
on the Continent. Its use in substantial amounts in America dates 
back about twenty years, when it was introduced to the oilcloth and 
linoleum trades to replace white lead, for making printing paints. 
Later its manufacture was undertaken in New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania on a comparatively modest scale. In 1914 there were six 
makers of this pigment in the United States, and the amount pro- 
duced was relatively small (about 32,000 tons). M the end of 
1916 there were nine factories in operation, four of which were 
making from 40 to 60 tons a day, the others averaging or contem- 




Rotary furnace for roasting |)ar>tes and coal to produce barium sullide. 

plating a daily output of 15 to 20 tons. It is probable, however, that 
the total amount produced during 1916 was not over 75.000 tons. 
The indications are, however, that during the year 1917 there will 
be a production of substantially 100.000 tons. Among the factors 
contributing to the rise in price of this product during the last two 
years may be mentioned the stoppage of the import of German 
barytes. thus requiring the use of the American grade which could 
not previously be used, solely on account of the high freight rates 
to the points of pigment manufacture. The high prices of spelter 
and sulphuric acid, both of which are required in large amounts for 
lithopone manufacture, also greatly increased the cost of prodrction. 
While it is probable that the rapid growth in the production of 
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lithopone in America should be attributed to a great extent to the 
modem desire for interior flat wall paints of tlie lithopone type, its 
use has also been increased by the demands for it in various in- 
dustries. For instance, large amounts are used in the manufacture 
of linoleum, oilcloth and shadecloth, and, in fact, wherever a pig- 
ment of great whiteness and hiding power is required. The opacity 
of this pigment is commented upon, ]»age 45. under Opaque Ad- 
sorption Pigments. 




Diagram ma lie view 01 imxiure 
transparent and opaque pigments 



Diagrammatic view of precipitated 
pigment composed of transparent pig- 
ment coated with opaque pigment. 
Better hiding power is obtained from 
a precipitated pigmem than from a 

mere mechanical mixture of the same 

pigments. 
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A number of American and foreign manufactured lithopones, used 
by the writer in exposure tests, were analyzed and the following 
results obtained, which show the composition of the average grade 
used in paints: 



s: 




Composition. 




No. 


ZnS. 


BaS04. 


ZnO. 


A 


27.80 


70.44 


1.26 


B 


26.41 


71 .06 


2.48 


C 


26.48 


71.18 


2. 12 


D 


28.42 


70.22 


.70 


E 


27.10 


71.18 


1.20 


F 


27 -97 


71 .02 


.54 


G 


26.72 


70.42 


2.36 


H 


27.87 


70.40 


.82 


I 


27.90 


70.30 


•94 


J 


30.27 


69.68 


.22 


K 


29 . 09 


70. 10 


1.30 


L 


26 . (>4 


72 . 3^ 


.50 


M 


27.61 


70.50 


1.04 


N 


26 . 27 


72.54 


.76 



While lithopone is very satisfactory for use in interior paints, it 
has not proved durable on exterior exposure. When exposed out- 
of-doors, it rapidly darkens and chalks away, leaving a rough film 
of little protective value. Tests of several years' duration have, 
however, shown that better results are obtained when lithopone is 
combined with certain other pi^iients. The formulas used in these 
tests are shown in lUiUetins 34 and 35 of the Scientific Section, 
Paint Manufacturers' .Xssociation of tlic I'nited States. When 
these paints are tinted, nnich better results arc obtained than in 
white. For painting cement surfaces, certain mixtures containing 
lithopone as a component part of the paint pigment composition have 
also indicated good results.* 



♦Bulletin 5.^. Paint Mf'rs Assn <.f the T. S. 



Chapter 111. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PIGMENTS AND 

PAINTS. 

{Colloidal Condition of Paints.) 

HIDING POWER OF PIGMENTS. 

The opacity or hiding power (covering ability) of a paint 
pigment depends upon its fineness, refractive index, and oil 
absorption. These physical properties are responsible for the 
fact that a coat of white lead in oil hides a dark surface better 
than a coat of silica in oil. 

Fineness. — Paint pigments, if produced in sufficiently large- 
size particles, would be more or less transparent like a lump 
of glass, since all such products allow the light to be trans- 
mitted in varying amounts. If any one of them, however, is 
broken down and powdered, the finely divided particles re- 
flect the light in all directions and only a small amount of 
light is transmitted ; the powdered substance thus appears 
opaque. Therefore, it may be stated that the opacity of pig- 
ments increases linth fineness of division. With some pig- 
ments, however (produced by the fume process), there may 
be a point beyond which increasing fineness may result in a 
lowering of opacity. 

Refraction. — The refractive index of a pigment determines 
the amount of light that will be transmitted by it — the higher 
the refractive index, the greater the reflection and conse- 
quent hiding power. A layer of white lead will reflect more 
light than a layer of finely ground silica, since the refractive 
index of the lead is higher than the refractive index of silica. 
When either of these pigments are ground in water, the same 
phenomenon holds true, but both are less opaque than in 
dry form because water has a higher refractive index than 
air. As the refractive index of the vehicle approaches that 
of the pigment, opacity diminishes, an optical condition be- 
ing produced by the film around the particles, that allows the 
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passage of light, thus decreasing the reflection. When turpen- 
tine is used as a binding medium, the pigments show the 
same relative differences in hiding power, but both are less 
opaque than when in water, since turpentine is more highly re- 
fractive than water. When linseed oil is used as a medium, 
still less opacity is shown by the resultihg paints, as linseed oil 
has a greater refractive index than turpentine. The resulting 
silica paint will now be practically transparent, since the re- 
fractive index of the medium is substantially the same as that 
of the pigment. The lead paint, however, will still be opaque, 
since white lead has a refractive index greater than that of 
the oil. 

Oil Absorption. — Opacity increases inversely with the 
amount of oil absorbed by the pigment. This is shown by 
comparing the hiding power of lead and zinc whites. These 
pigments have substantially the same refractive index and 
theoretically should hide equally. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, a workable lead paint has greater hiding power, since 
it may be produced by grinding 70 parts of lead in 30 parts 
of oil, while a workable zinc paint will contain 50 parts of 
zinc and 50 parts of oil. More light will pass through a film 
of the zinc paint than through the lead paint, on account of 
the greater quantity of oil present in the former. This ac- 
counts for the difference in the hiding power of the two 
paints. The preponderance of oil in the zinc paint, however, 
accounts for the much greater durability of those paints which 
contain zinc oxide in conibiiiatiuii with lead pigments, since 
abimdancc of oil is recognized as a necessity in exterior paints. 

It is apparent from the above considerations that the hiding 
power of a white pigment is measurable by determining its 
physical characteristics. \'arious methods for determining 
fineness and oil absorption have been in use, but no method 
has apparently been adopted for determining the refractive 
index of pigments. It occurred to the writer that some appli- 
cation of the petrographic microscope might be made for this 
purpose. A series of pignieiUs were therefore prepared and 
submitted to test, the readings being made by Dr. Frederick E. 
Wright, of the Carnegie (icophysical Laboratory of Washing- 
ton. Small particles of the pigment under observation were 
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nibbed up with media of known refractive indices, covered 
with glass, and submitted to examination. Some of the read- 
ings are shown below : 

Quartz silica i .55 Basic carbonate — white lead 2.0 

Barium sulphate 1.6 Basic sulphate — white lead. . 2.0 

Zinc oxide I-9-+- Zinc sulphide 2.2to2.37 

OPAQUE ADSORPTION PIGMENTS. 

One of the most interesting pigments examined was litho- 
pone. Difficulty was experienced in getting an exact read- 
ing, as it consists of a submicroscopic mixture of aggregated 
particles. It is possible that the average refractive index 
might be considered as being between 1.9 and 2.0. This pig- 
ment is prepared by the resulting interaction of chemically 
equivalent amounts of zinc sulphate and barium sulphide solu- 
tions. The precipitated pigment is calcined, quenched, washed 
and dried. It consists of approximately 70 per cent barium 
sulphate and 30 per cent zinc sulphide. When barium sulphate, 
which has a refractive index of 1.6, and zinc sulphide, which 
has a refractive index of 2.2 to 2.4, are mixed in the above 
named proportions, a pigment is produced which is deficient 
in hiding power. It is apparent, therefore, that the precipita- 
tion process of preparing these pigments produces some phys- 
ical change which is of great importance. It is the writer's 
opinion that the effect is due to absorption of the zinc sulphide 
by the barium sulphate particles. Microscopial examination in- 
dicates that each particle of finely divided barium sulphate is 
coated over by adsorbed particles of opaque zinc sulphide. Ex- 
periments have been made with varying strengths of barium 
sulphate and zinc sulphide liquors in varying amounts, to deter- 
mine whether it would be possible to produce even more opaque 
types of lithopone by increasing the amount of the zinc sulphide 
present. When lithopones are made containing as high as 50 
per cent zinc sulphide, the hiding power has not been found 
substantially greater than that of lithopone, which contains 
from 28 per cent to 38 per cent of zinc sulphide. Below 28 per 
cent of zinc sulphide, the hiding power of the pigment decreases. 
It is, therefore, between the limits of 28 per cent and 38 per 
cent zinc sulphide that the greatest hiding powers are obtained, 
and the increased hiding power of lithopone containing 38 
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per cent is hardly greater than that shown by those containing 
the theoretical equivalent of 30 per cent. Rapidity of precipi- 
tation, strength of solution, and temperature control are fac- 
tors which also aid in the production of fine-grained particles 
that give the pigment great opacity. 

The phenomenon of surface adsorption shown by certain 
lake bases in the presence of organic coloring matters is also 
interesting, and explains why the highly colloidal pigments are 
often preferred for this purpose. A measure of the degree 
of dispersion of pigments might be based on their color adsorp- 
tion values. 

SUSPENSOID PIGMKNTS. 

The adhesive properties and eementimj values of paint pig- 
ments apparently increase zcith approach to colloidal form. 
That all paint pigments are to some extent colloidal, is the 
assumption of the writer as tlie result of some recent tests. 
These were first suggested by some previous experiments in 
which a lunnber of white pigments were ground in clear lin- 
seed oil. After standing for a year, the oil upon the surface 
of the settled paints was examined and found to be much 
higher in ash than the original oil. This condition could 
easily be accounted for in the case of the lead and zinc paints 
by the presence of dissolved metallic linoleates formed by re- 
action between the pigments and the free fatty acid of the 
oil. Xo explanation, however, was otTered as to the cause of 
the high ash in those paints made of silica, barium sulphate 
and other pigments which it was thought could exert no chemi- 
cal effect upon the vehicle. A sample of the oil from one of 
the inert pigments (blanc fixe), after standing in a l)ottle 
for a further aging period, became viscous and thick, later 
on developing a peculiar cloudiness. Examination showed 
that the pigment had probably been held in colloidal suspen- 
sion and previous to its precipitation had etTected a change in 
the oil that had caused the gelatinous condition. .\s a result 
of these observations, the writer prepared a series of paints 
by grinding in a clear linseed oil a number of stan<lar(l white 
pigments, including basic carbonate- and basic sulphate-white 
lead, zinc oxide, lithopone, and china clay. .Vfter settling for 
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a period of two weeks, the clear oil was removed from each 
paint. The oils were examined under the ultramicroscope by 
Dr. E. C. E. Lord, of the U. S. Office of Public Roads, and 
the writer. Particles were visible but apparently in a quiescent 
state. This condition was undoubtedly due to the viscosity 
of the oil media which exerted a cohesive force upon the 
particles, binding them together in aggregates and thus imped- 
ing their motion so that the Brownian movement was not 
observable. These liquids, however, after dilution with 4 
volumes of redistilled 90° benzol (disperse free) were again 
examined. The viscosity of the media thus being reduced, 
great rapidity of motion of the particles was shown. This 
Brownian movement was observed in every liquid and indi- 
cated that all of the above pigments may contain particles that 
act as suspensoids in oil. A sample of the original oil used 
in making the paint was also examined and although Brownian 
movement was observed therein, the number of particles pres- 
ent was not comparable to those shown by the oils removed 
from the paints. The particles present fn the original oil were 
probably due to the "foots" present, regarding which reference 
is made below. 

For the sake of convenience, the writer has given the name 
of "Linosols" to pigment suspensoids, since paint pigments 
are almost universally used in conjunction with linseed oil. 
When a condition is produced by these pigments, whereby the 
oil assumes the state of a gel, as in the case of the blanc fixe 
pigment mentioned above, the product of reaction might be 
called a "Linogel." The precipitation of the blanc fixt which 
was first visible as a cloudiness in the oil might possibly have 
been caused by absorption of oxygen by the oil, and would 
then be comparable to the precipitation of silica when carbon 
dioxide is absorbed by a sol of hydrated silicic acid. The term 
"Linoxygel" might, therefore, be more acceptable for such a 
product. 

Experiments were then made with the same series of pig- 
ments ground in various oils, including a heavy bodied lin- 
seed oil of very high viscosity. In the latter, separation of 
the pigment from the oil, even after standing for two months, 
was only partial. After the paints were diluted with 4 
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volumes of benzol, only the coarser particles subsided, the 
liquid above remaining cloudy and suggestive of a true col- 
loidal condition — the subdivided particles no longer show- 
ing any tendency to settle. Even after standing five weeks, 
the same cloudy condition was observed. It was apparently 
impossible to clarify the turbid liquid by sedimentation, even 
with the aid of a high-speed centrifuge. Attempts were then 
made to precipitate the Linosols. It was found that by mix- 
ing two of the cloudy paints (zinc oxide and silica), a fairly 
clear litjuid could be produced. The explanation of this 
phenomenon might be that the pigments being oppositely 
charged had neutralized each otiier and thus disturbed the dis- 
perse phase, resulting in precipitation. 

COLLOIDAL COLOR I'IGMKNTS. 

In order to study the condition of finely divided colored pig- 
ments, several were selected, including Prussian Blue, Chrome 
Green, Chome ^'ellow, Ultramarine Blue, Lampblack, and 
Paranitraniline Red. These were ground in the same type 
of oil that was used with the white pigments, and treated in 
the same fashion. The clear liquid shown after settling was 
diluted with 4 volumes of benzol (disperse free) and ex- 
amined. It is of interest to record the fact that the oil ob- 
tained from the settled Para Red pigment was only slightly 
colored, but when benzol was added, it became a bright, clear 
red. It is probable that part of the pij^ment present as a 
sus|KMisoid was brought into actual solution by the solvent 
power of the benzol upon the organic coloring matter present 
in the pigment, thus accounting for the increase in color. 
When the li<}uids were examined under the ultramicroscopv', 
Brownian movemen*: was exhibited by each, the green and blue 
iK'ing most active an<l apparently containing many times the 
number of particles present in the others. Comparing the blue 
roughly with a counted solution of colloidal asphalt, it is 
probable that i cc. of the liquid contained over a hundred mil- 
lion particles. 

Many of the particles or aggregates in the oil from the 
Chrome (treen were colored crimson. orar.CTC. green, and blue. 
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The colors were apparently permanent and did not change as 
would be the case if due to refraction. Since it is supposed 
that ultraifiicroscopic particles simply reflect light and there- 
fore do not show colors, the above result is interesting and 
should warr^int some extended work on the subject. 

PREFERENTIAL ADSORPTION EFFECTS. 

The effect shown by carbon black is worthy of study. This 
pigment is supposed to be one of the most inert to linseed oil. 
It is probable, however, that it is really one of the most active 
in some ways. The great surface which its particles present, 
on account of their extreme fineness of division, probably gives 
to it very high adsorptive properties. The purest pigment 
obtainable by burning oil may be free of other solids and yet, 
according to F. P. Ingalls,* contain only from 80 to 90 per 
cent of carbon, the balance consisting of carbon monoxide, 
carbon dioxide, hydrocarbon compounds, nitrogen, oxygen, 
and water, all of which have been adsorbed by the carbon 
particles during the process of manufacture. That these sub- 
stances are firmly locked to the particles is apparent, since 
vacuum treatment of the pigment fails to remove them. When 
ground in oil, however, the writer believes that the gas is re- 
moved from the pigment and the oil is adsorbed in place 
thereof by a preferential adsorption action of the pigment. 
Clifford Richardson has shown, for instance, that asphalt 
particles have the power of adsorbing some of .the heavier 
constituents of a liquid by preferential adsorption. The pres- 
ent writer has similarly noticed that some finely divided pig- 
ments may absorb the heavier constituents of an oil medium. 
This may be shown by dissolving a very heavy bodied lin- 
seed oil in benzine and grinding it with lithopone. After a 
period of time, a reaction will be eflfected, whereby the oil is 
adsorbed by the settled pigment, leaving a clear, oil- free 
benzine floating on top. Very strongly oxidized and bodied 
oils may even show precipitation upon standing after being 
mixed simply with benzine. It is a question, therefore. 



♦Private communication. 
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whether any true solution of the oil has originally taken place. 
It is very likely that the apparent miscibility of the benzine is 
due in this instance to a sponge-like process of imbibition 
which might be compared to the absorption of benzol by rub- 
ber, or the swelling of gelatin in water (these effects, how- 
ever, are illustrative of eniulsoids). The preference shown by 
pigment particles for various liquids is aptly illustrated in the 
manufacture of pulp lead. The white lead, which contains a 
large amount of moisture, if agitated with linseed oil will im- 
mediately unite with the oil, and the water will be thrown out, 
floating on the surface of the paste paint, (^ther pigments 
and liijuids may show a similar reaction. When zinc oxide 
or lithopone. for instance, are ground in alcohol and subse- 
quently agitated with linseed oil, the oil will immediately unite 
with the pigments and the alcohol will be found floating on the 
surface of the paste. It is probable that these reactions have 
been made possible by a lowering of surface tension by the 
introduction of the oil. 

SrSPKN.SOIDS IN OIL AND VARNISH. 

The "foots" present in linseed oil offers another example of 
what might be termed a "Linosol." When freshly crushed 
from the flaxseed, the oil will be apparently clear. If heated 
to loo^ C. it will become cloudy and a large precipitate will 
form. This is referred to as "foots" and consists of mineral 
matter — lime, silica, phosphoric acid, etc. — admixed with 
albuminous matter. The mineral matter is ])resent in the raw 
oil as a suspeiisoid* and is agglomerated and precipitated when 
the albumen is coagulated by the heat. The aging of oil may 
accomplish a somewhat similar effect, but sufficient tankage 
space is not always available to the crusher, and. therefore the 
raw oil is often marketed immediately after it has l)een pro- 
duced. In the writer's opinion, such oil is not tit for use in 
high-grade paints, and the grinder should demand a better 
pro<luct. If the crusher should heat the raw oil to ioo° C. 
and then centrifuge it. this method might take the place of 



•'kcriniTUs' \'c«il:«l)lr ami Animal i hU." Chas r.a^kcrvillc. J. Frank- 
lin Inst.. }\\uv. \<)\(h 
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tanking and would, at the same time, accomplish the destruc- 
tion of fat-splitting enzymes* which might be present in the 
oil. 

Varnish constitutes another organic product that may con- 
tain mineral suspensoids. Tanking of clear, newly made 
varnish always results in a slow precipitation of "foots." 
Centrifugal force will bring about the result more rapidly. It 
is gratifying to note that the centrifuge has become a part 
of the equipment of every modern varnish plant, and its use 
in this industry is bound to be more extended in the future. 
E. E. Ayresf has recently commented upon the clarification of 
pyroxylin varnishes by centrifugal action, and has mentioned 
the remarkable effect of a precipitant such as tricalcium phos- 
phate. Similarly it is probable that the addition of certain 
mineral matter to freshly made varnishes, just previous to 
centrifuging, may efTect more rapid and permanent clarifica- 
tion. 



♦See "Changes Occurring in Oils and Paste Paints. Due to Autohy- 
drolysis of the Glycerides." p. 286. 

t "The Application of Centrifugal Force to Suspensions and Emul- 
sions," E. E. Ayres, J. Ind. & Engrg. Chem.. June, 1916, p. 676. 



Chapter I\'. 

TESTS OF LITHOPOXE. 

The difference in quality exhibited by various grades of 
lithopone makes it desirable for the consumer to conduct tests 
to determine what type is best suited for the manufacture of 
paints. Methods of testing the chemical and physical prop- 
erties of this pigment are given herewith. There is also given 
in chart form the preliminary results of a recent series ot tests 
conducted by the writer at Washington on several grades of 
lithopone obtained in the open market. These tests include 
exposure tests on large-sized panels which were given three 
coats of paints prepared from lithopone and linseed oil. 

Physical Tests on Lithopone, 

Color. — The color of the dry pigment should be compared 
with a standard siimple of pure <lry zinc oxide and a standard 
sample of lith()iK)ne that has been kept in a colored glass jar 
protected from light. Portions of these samples should then 
be ground in light-colored linseed oil and again compared for 
whiteness. 

Opacity. — The relative opacity or **dense" character of the 
samples may he (leterniined by making small batches of |)aste 
paints with mortar and pestle. To 23 grams of litho|X)ne add 
2 grams of <>8'; red oxide of iron. Use about 10 grams of 
raw linseed oil (pale) for grinding. r»rush out a sample of 
the paint uiM>n a strip of glass in comparison with others pre- 
pared in the same manner. The most **(lense*' grade of Htho- 
I)one will give the lightest tint. 

I'ineness. — Tor determining the fineness and freedom from 
large particles, place kx) grams (►f lithojxme in a 350-niesh 
screen.* Wash sample through by holding screen under tap 
of running water, lirush particles back and forth over surface 

•.\s rccoiTifm'nded by C. 1). Unllcy in *'Ra|>ij| Ti-st for Fineness of 
Pigments. " Screi-n made by Multi- Metal Si'paratinn Screen Co., 68 
Fast 131st street. New ^'o^k City. 
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of the screen until the fine particles have all been washed 
through. Dry and weigh the residue and compare with results 
on other samples. 

Sun Test. — In a porcelain mortar, grind 25 grams of litho- 
pone and about 10 grams of water to a smooth paste. Brush 
out sample on a glass plate and place in sun. Make compari- 
son with other samples. On a cloudy day, in absence of sun- 
light, use a Cooper-Hewitt mercury \apoT lamp or an arc light 
rich in ultraviolet ravs. 




ithi>poiie Ti'sts. 



Grinding Tests. — Prei>are a small batch of litlin]H)iie |)aste 
by grinding 20 lbs. of lilhoponc m 10 Uis. of raw linseed oil 
(pale). The bulking value or jwunds per gallon can then be 
determined in comparison with other samples. The body or 
viscosity of the paint may also be observed. The paste pre- 
pared in this manner may be used as Ilie basis of practical 
IKiinl tests which may be made by further thinning the paste 
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with sufficient oil to bring it to painting consistency, adding 
drier and turpentine if necessary. These tests should all be 
made in comparison with other brands. The resistance of the 
oil-lithopone paint to the action of the sun may be determined 
in the manner described above for water-lithoix)ne paste. 

Analysis of Lithopone* 

Insoluble and Total Zinc. — Take i g. of the sample in a 
200-CC. beaker, add lo cc. of concentrated HCl, mix, and add 
in small ix)rtions about i g. of KCK ).< ; then heat on the steam 
bath until about half of the liquid is evai)orated. Dilute with 
HjO, add 5 cc. of dilute II..SO4 (i :io) ; boil, let settle, filter, 
wash, ignite, cool, and weigh the insoluble, which should be 
only HaSO^ : make a qualitative examination for alumina and 
silica. The insoluble should be examined under the micro- 
scope for the presence of natural crystalline barytes. Sample 
mav also be examined direct. Make filtrate from insoluble 
alkaline with XH^OH, acid with IICl, add 3 cc. of concentrated 
HCl. dilute to aln^ut 250 cc. with HoO, heat nearly to boiling, 
and titrate with K^KelCX)^, solution as under zinc oxide. 
Calculate to /n.f 

Zinc Oxide. — Treat a 4-g. sample of the lithopone for 4 
hours with 2iX> cc. of i per cent acetic acid at room tempera- 
ture, stirring occasionally. Filter by suction on a double filter 
paper and wash with cold water: add to the clear filtrate 13 cc. 
of concentrated \Ii/!)II. neutralize with IICl, and then add 
3 cc. of concentrated HCl in excess; heat to boiling and titrate 
with K,Fe(C.\)rt. using uranium-acetate solution as an outside 
indicator. Calculate to Zn( ). Calculate this result to Zn, sub- 
tract from t(»tal Zn, and calculate the ditYerence to ZnS. (Any 
ZnCO, or ZnS< \ is inchuled in the ZnO.) 

Zinc Sulf'hide. — Place 0.5 g. of pigment in evolution flask 
with alxmt 10 g. (►f "feathered" or ni(>ssy zinc, add 50 cc. of 
water; insert the stopper carrying a separatory funnel and an 
exit tube. Run in 50 cc. of roncentrated IICl from the funnel, 
having previously connected the exit tube t«> two absorption 

• Tentative nu'!li«»<l of A. S. T. Ni. 

t The rcKular gravimetric metlio<l for estimating: zinc may !)c em- 
ployed by tlio>e who prefer it to the \ohinietric meth"(l.- H. .\. G. 
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flasks in series; first flask contains lOO cc. of alkaline lead- 
nitrate solution, second flask 50 cc. of same as a safety device. 
After all of the acid has run into the evolution flask, heat 
slowly, finally boiling until the first appearance of steam in the 
first absorption flask; disconnect, let the lead sulphide settle, 
filter, wash with cold water, then with hot water till neutral 
to litmus paper and washings give no test for lead. The PbS 
precipitate is dissolved in hot, dilute HNO3, evaporated to 
fumes with HjSO^, and finally weighed as PbS04. Calculate 
PbS or PbSO, to ZnS. 

The alkaline lead solution is made as follows: Into 100 cc. 
of KOH solution (56 g. in 140 cc. of HoO) pour a saturated 
solution of lead nitrate (250 g. in 500 cc. of HgO) until the 
precipitate ceases to redissolve, stirring constantly while mix- 
ing. About 3 volumes of the lead solution will be required 
for one of the alkali. 

Instead of absorbing the evolved H2S in alkaline lead-nitrate 
solution, a solution of 8 g. of cadmium chloride in 250 cc. of 
water and 150 cc. of XH^OH (sp. gr. 0.90) may be used. The 
CdS precipitate may be filtered on a weighed Gooch, washed 
with water containing a little XH^OH, dried* at 100° C, and 
weighed. Calculate to ZnS. It is better to filter the CdS on 
a small filter and wash as above, then place filter and precipi- 
tate in a beaker and dissolve in HCl and KCIO3 (keeping at 
room temperature at first) ; filter out any paper pulp or in- 
soluble matter; make filtrate alkaline with NH4OH, then just 
acid with HCl, heat to boiling, and precipitate with BaCl, in 
usual manner. Filter, wash, ignite, and weigh BaS04. Cal- 
culate to ZnS. 

For very rapid work the contents of the absorption flask, 
after all HjS has been absorbed, may be washed into a vessel 
with cold water and diluted to about one liter, acidified with 
concentrated HCl and titrated with standard iodine solution, 
using starch indicator. (The precipitate should be completely 
dissolved.) The iodine solution is prepared by dissolving 
about 12.7 g. of pure resublimed iodine and 18 g. of KI in a 
little water and then diluting to one liter. 
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Chapter \'. 

WASHINGTON i'AINT OIL TESTS. 

The high price attained by linseed oil at various times, to- 
gether with the uncertainty of the supply, has led many investi- 
gators into the field of research, with a view of discovering 
some mixture of other oils to partly replace hnseed oil. Many 
valuable contributions to oil technology have resulted, but the 
makers and users of paints have wisely demanded specific 
and authoritative information as to the practical value of 
proposed mixtures before adopting them. The writer has 
made several interesting exposure tests with wooden panels 
painted with paints made up with various i>ercenta^es of paint 
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oils. The first series of tests made were at Nashville, Tenn.* 
The second series, which is probably the most comprehensive, 
were made in May, 1911, on forty-eight white-pine panels 
which were placed upon a test frame on the grounds of the 
laboratory at Washington. They were painted with a 
standard white pigment formula, reduced with a different oil 
fonnula for every panel. White-pine panels w-ere selected 
for the test on account of the good painting surface which 
this tyi)c of lumber presents ; the grade selected -.was free 
from knots or pitch pockets — defects which often ruin a paint 
test. Kach panel was constructed of four tongued-and- 
grooved planed boards, 22 ins. long, 1 in. tJiick, and 9 ins. 
wide. The boards were lea<ied together and capped at the sides 
with weather strips, making the finished panels about 2 ft. 
wide and 3 ft. high. The fence upon wliich the panels were 
placed was constructed of 4-in. s(|uare(i yellow pine with open 
framework, allowing the panels a resting place. \\\yo\\ which 
thev were finallv secured with sherardized screws. 

Hefore erecting the panels, they were carefully painted in 
a i)aint laboratory especially fitted out for the tests. The work 
was done during the months of April and May, the temi>era- 
ture averaging from (k) to 90 V . This precaution was taken 
in order that the paint in each case might become thoroughly 
dry and hard before exposure, so that there would l>c no 
accumulation of dust during the drying period. 

The viscous nature of several of the oils tested i)recluded 
the iM)ssibility of grinding each oil fonnula with the white 
pigment base selected, (ireat heating kA the paint mills and 
a paste of invutlicient fineness was the result of an early at- 
tempt at this method. It was decided, therefore, to grind 
the standard pigiuent fonnula to a thick paste in the minimum 
amount of raw lin>ee<l oil. Subse(|uently a weighed amount 
of the white pigment base was thinned with the oil formula 
to be tested, to a condition suitable for third-coat work. When 
making the reductions with oil mixtures, an allowance was 
made for the amount of linseed oil alreadv contained in the 
gnjund white pigment base. 



Src "I'aint T<rhn.»lM,^v and Ttst-.*' Mc(iraNv-Hill H.wik C«». 
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During the application of the first coat an equal amount of 
turpentine was added to each formula, in the proportion of 
one-half pint to a gallon of paint. In the application of the 
second coat there was added to each formula a like amount of 
an equal mixture of turpentine and the oil formula under test. 
The third coat was applied without the addition of thinners 
of any kind. Driers were not used in the primary paintings. 

The systematic methods which afe necessary when making 
paint tests were carefully foHowed. A standard weighed 
amount of white pigment paste was placed in a clean paint 
cup and thinned to the proper consistency with a weighed 
amount of the oil under test. Proper reductions were made, 
as stated above. Weighings of the paint, cup, and brush were 
made before and after painting each panel, in order to 
determine the quantity of paint used and the spreading power. 
A period of fifteen days was allowed between the application 
of successive coats, in order to give each formula sufficient 
time to dry thoroughly. After initial drying the panels were 
exposed to the weather between each coat so that thoroughly 
oxidized films would be obtained. The backs and edges of 
each panel were painted with two coats of the paint used on the 
face of the panel, so as to prevent the admission of moisture. 
After erection, the panels were numbered with aluminum 
figures pressed into the surface. 

During the painting of the panels considerable informa- 
tion was obtained, of which the following is a brief resimie: 

The hiding power of a paint is one of its most important 
requisites. It was found in the tests that some oils had the 
effect of lessening, while others had the effect of increasing 
the hiding power of the standard pigment formula. This may 
be due in part to the varying refractive indices of the oils 
used, as well as to the difference in the quantity of oil required 
in each test.* Some oils were very viscous, while others were 
very mobile. 

The stiff working of heavy-bodied, blown or heat-oxidized 
oils, produced films which in some cases gave a very glossy 
surface, even on the priming* coat. Some of these produced 



♦See "Physical Characteristics of Pigment and Paints." p. 43. 
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surfaces resembling varnished work. The treated tung oil 
paints worked rather hard, but produced very smooth films. 
The rosin oil paints became slightly lumpy on standing, but 
worked out to a smooth finish somewhat yellow in color. The 
marine animal oils, especially the menhaden oil mixtures, 
dried to a film slightly flatter than straight linseed oil. Any 
odor which was present in the paints made from the animal 
oils seemed to disappear a* few hours after application. The 
cotton seed and corn oil mixtures made the slowest drying 
paints, but at the end of the second week of the drying period 
they set up rapidly to firm films. Soya bean and perilla oils 
behaved like straight linseed oil, the former being a little 
slower and the latter slightly more rapid in drying properties. 
The i)erilla oil was made from one of the first importations 
into this country, and was dark in appearance. It made, 
however, a very easy-working and hard-drying paint. 

The oils used in the tests were obtained from reliable 
sources. After they were received they were carefully ana- 
lyzed. The ronlts of the analyses appear in Table 5. 

Taijlk 5. 

Oritnuiil .Inalyscs of Oils (/scii in tlic I'chiilc Tests. 

Saponi- 
Spt'ciiic lication Iodine .\cid 
(iravity. X<>. Xo. No. 

Kau Unseed Oil o.()^u iSH 186 2.0 

l5<»iKd Liii^ecil ( )il ( Linohatr T.Npo) o ')ii x^T 172 2.7 

BoiU'd Unsi-rd ( )il ( Kcsinatc '!'> pi ) <).'>.^o iS() 176 2.2 

Ulown IJnsicd Oil o </>S iHi> 133 2.8 

Lithographic I. in>^^.•cd Oil o.<>70 nx) 102 2,7 

Soya P.can ( >il <».'>-'4 \>^) I2<) 2.3 

.Miidiadtn Oil ().<M- ^^7 158 3.<> 

IVrdIa Oil 0.04 iHH iSc) 2.0 

Tung Oil ( Raw t <> <)44 i^.^ \(^> .V8 

Tiinn Oil (Triattdr ()>>«* ij8* io4» 6.8* 

Corn Oil o «)J5 V)\ Il8 9.5 

Cottonseed ( >il o.u-M i«;3 105 3.6 

Ro'^ni Oil ()<>»/> J7 41 16.7 

Whale < >il o..>j4 191 148 

N'Milral I'lti'hinn ( )di <■ •>!'» U u 



• ■ • • 



• • 



" I,«»\\ rfii-!.in!«» i'lUr t'» pn M nee - 1 i-Ntr 40 per cent of volatile 
matter. Iaruil\ petr«»!cuTn >pirit'». 

'' Tln> i*\\ « 'iitai'ied over jo p« r emi •»! pett< ileum spirits. 
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The pigment formula selected for the tests had the follow- 
ing composition: 

Basic Carbonate-White Lead 20 per cent. 

Sublimed White Lead 30 ** " 

Zinc Oxide 35 " 

Magnesium Silicate 10 " 

Barytes 5 " 

100 lbs. of pigment base ground to a stiff paste in 16 lbs. of linseed 
oil. 

While this pigment formula was not selected as being su- 
perior to certain other formulas, it is of a type that has given 
very fair service in paint tests throughout the country. 

The vehicle formulas in the finished paints are as follows : 



Per cent. 
No. I. 
Raw Linseed Oil 100 

No. 2.* 
Soya Bean Oil 100 

No. 3.t 
Menhaden Oil 100 

No. 4. 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

Boiled Linseed Oil (Resi- 
nate) 75 

No. 5. 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

Boiled Linseed Oil (Lino- 
leate) 75 

No. 6. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Boiled Linseed Oil (Resi- 
nate) 50 



* Dry pigment formula in soys 
bean oil. 

t Dry pigment formula in men- 
haden oil. 



Per cent. 

No. 7. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Boiled Linseed Oil (Lino- 
leate) 50 

No. 8. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Blown Linseed Oil 50 

No. 9. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Litho. Linseed Oil 50 

No. 10. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Soya Bean Oil 50 

No. II. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Menhaden Oil 50 

No. 12. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Perilla Oil !.. 50 

No. 13. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Treated Tung Oil 50 
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Per cent. 
No. 14. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Corn Oil 50 

Xo. 15. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Cottonseed Oil 50 

Xo. I.'). 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Rosin Oil so 

Xo. 17. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Whale Oil 50 

Xo. 18. 

Raw Linseed Oil 75 

Soya Bean C)il J5 

Xo. i(>. 

Raw Linseed ( )il 75 

Menhaden Oil J5 

Xo. JO. 

Raw Linsiid Oil 

Perilla Oil 



Per cent. 



Xo. 26. 



-»5 



Xo. 21. 

Raw Linseid Oil 75 

Treate<l Tinij; < >il 25 

\< ». J J. 

Raw Linseed Oil 75 

Corn Oil j^ 

Raw LinM'id ( )il 75 

Cottonseed ( )il 25 

-\'o. -M. 

Raw Linsetd ( )il 75 

Rosin Oil J5 

Xm j:.. 

Raw Lin>etMl ( )il 50 

Soya lUan (hi 23 

Mrnhadvn ( >il j; 



Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Soya Bean Oil 25 

Treated Tung Oil 25 

No. 27. 

I»Iown Linseed Oil 50 

Soya Bean Oil 50 

Xo. 28. 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

Soya Bean Oil 25 

Menhaden Oil 25 

Treated Tunj? Oil 2$ 

Xo. 21). 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

S«>>a Bean Oil 2$ 

Menhaden Oil 2$ 

C«»rn Oil 25 

Xo. 30. 

Raw Linseed Oil 2$ 

Soya Bean Oil 25 

Menhaden Oil 2$ 

Cottonseed Oil 2$ 

Xo. ^^. 

Raw Linseed Oil 2$ 

So\a Bean Oil 25 

.Menhaden ( )il 2$ 

Ro>in Oil 25 

Xo. .^2. 

Raw Lin>eed Oil 25 

So\a Bean Oil 2$ 

Treated Tun^ Oil 25 

R..sin Oil 25 



X.x 33. 



Raw Lin>eed Oil 
S<>\.i r.ean Oil. , 
Treated Tuiij^ ( )il 
.Menhaden ( >il . . . 
C'ntloii>.'ed ( )il. . 



20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
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Per cent. 
Xo. 34. 

Raw Linseed Oil 20 

Soya Bean Oil 20 

Treated Tung Oil 20 

Menhaden Oil 20 

Rosin Oil 20 

No. 35- 

Raw Linseed Oil 40 

Soya Bean Oil 20 

Corn Oil 20 

Cottonseed Oil 20 

No. 36. 

Whale Oil 33 

Treated Tung Oil 33 

Raw Linseed Oil ss 

No. 37. 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

L. O.* 75 • 

No. 38. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Raw Tung Oil 50 



Per cent. 
No. 39. 

Raw Linseed Oil 75 

Reducing Oil* 25 



No. 40. 

Raw Linseed Oil 

Soya Bean Oil 

Neutral Petroleum Oil.. 



50 
35 
15 



* Mixture of boiled tung and 
soya bean oil, thinned with petro- 
leum and turpentine. 



No. 41. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 

Soya Bean Oil 25 

Neutral Petroleum Oil 15 

Tungate Drier 10 

No. 42. 

Linseed Oil 25 

Soya Bean Oil 37 

Neutral Petroleum Oil 23 

Tungate Drier 15 

No. 43. 

Raw Linseed Oil 25 

Soya Bean Oil 37 

Whale Oil 19 

Tungate Drier 19 



* 25 per cent. Raw Linseed Oil. 
72 per cent. Petroleum Oil. 
3 per cent. Drier — lead and 
manganese linoleate. 

No. 44, 

Special test on white base of the following composition, in pure 
linseed oil : 

Asbestine 10 per cent. 

Corroded White Lead 20 " 

Sublimed White Lead 30 " 

Zinc Oxide 40 " 



« 



«( 



ti 



Upper board of panel reduced with straight turpentine on priming 
coat. 

Second board of panel reduced with wood turpentine on priming coat. 

Third board of panel reduced with pine oil on priming coat. 

Bottom board of panel reduced with petroleum spirits on priming 
coat. 
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Xo. 45. 

Same pigment formula as Xo. 44, reduced with : 

Pine Oil 50 per cent. 

Linseed Oil 50 '* 

Xo. 46. 

Special test of white hase of the following composition, in pure lin- 
seed oil : 

Corroded White Lead 20 per cent. 

Suhlimed White Lead 30 ** " 

Zinc Oxide 35 " 

•Xshestiiie 15 '* 

Formulas a<lded t<> tests during 1913: 

Xo. 47. 
Same pigment formula as Xo. 1. 

J'eliicli\ 

Sunriijwer Oil 50 per cent. 

Raw Linseed Oil 50 '* 

Xo. 48. 
Same pigment formula as X<>. i. 

/'t'//iV/r. 

Lumhang Oil 50 per cent. 

Raw Linsei'd Oil ;o " 

Xo. 4<>. 
Same pigmrnt fornuda as Xc. 1. 

/ 'clilclt'. 

Hcm])seii| ( )il 50 per cent. 

Raw Linse<<l Oil 50 - 

.\o. 50. 
Same pigmmt f«»rnuda as X'». 1. 

/ 'chiilc. 
Sardine Oil J5 per cent. 



Shark Oil J? 

Raw Lin.sfi-d ( )il 50 



•< 
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Repainting Tests on Paint Oils, zvith Notes on Ike Changes 
Occurring in Oils upon Aging. — Realizing that the results of rc- 
))aintiiig tests are much more conclusive than the results from 




One of Ihe Rep;iinl«l Pa^<■l^, 
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primary paintings, the tests on paint oils were repainted in 
( )ctober and November, 19 14, after having weathered for 
three and a half years. At definite periods, previous to re- 
painting, careful inspections had been made of these tests 
and photographic records of the appearance of each paint 
were made. 

Method of Rcpaintuuj. — Previous to repainting, the surface 
of each panel was lightly sanded with Xo. (X) paper to re- 
move any >urfacc defects or accunuilated stains. The paint 
was tlien a|)plicd directly to the panels upon the exposure 
rack. 1)\ a competent |)ainter. T(> cause more rapid drying, 
and thus minimize the danger of adherence of insects and 
atmospheric dust, tive per cent of drier was added to each 
paint. P'or the tirst coat, reduction with a pint of turpentine 
to a gallon of paint was made. The second or finishing coat 
was applied without reduction. The amount of paint re- 
(juired for each coat was accurately determined, but no definite 
spreading rate was adopted, eadi panel being allowed sufficient 
paint to llioroughly satisfy the surface. A period of one 
month was allowed for drying between coats. The first coat 
was applied on ( K'tober 2 and the final coat on November 5, 

1914. 

l*rcparation of Paints.— \s none of the paints used for the 
original painting of tlie panels had been reserved, it was neces- 
*;ary to make up another (piantity of each for the repainting 
tests. For thi^ purpose a (piantity of the original white pig- 
ment mixture, j^round to a stiff paste in fourteen i)arts of raw 
linseed oil, ua^ jjrepared. Weighed anu^unts of this paste 
were thoroughly mixed with the various oils required to make 
up the formulaN. a^ NJiown above. The paints were i >ntained 
in friction-toj) can^. Samples ha\e been rt>»i.Tved for future 
reference and obsersation. 

riixsiciil rrt>pi'rtirs <>f Oils. -]n ])reparing the paints for 
the repaintint: te^i-. ii became a])|)areiU to the writer that some 
oiK poNs^-s i^ii-.iur hibriiatioii (jiialitie^ than others. For 
instanie. it ua^ foun.l that ^mmk- of the ^emidrying oils formed 
verv ea^N WMikini:; paiiUv. an<l that le^vrr amouiUs of such 
oils thaj' "f ><.inr oilu-rs ])ro(hiced paints of a desired body. 



WASHINGTON PAINT OIL TKSTS. 67 

The working of these paints under the brush was good, Ijut 
some had a shppery feehng and their application resulted in 
rather thin coats. All of the paints to which heavy-bodied or 
lieat-treated oils were added, worked rather hard and pro- 
duced comparatively thick films of a glossy character. In the 
repainting tests Formulas 8, 9 and 27 required the addition 
of 8 per cent of turpentine to assist spreading. The writer 
also observed that the color of the oil used has considerable 
to do with the appearance of a finished paint. For instance, 
^ome oils exhibit a clear, green color (probably due to the 
prcscucc of dissolved chlorophyll, the coloring matter which 
is responsible for the color of vegetation) . Such oils, when 
mixed with a white pigment, produced paints of greater ap- 
parent whiteness than when yellow or dark amber-colored oils 
were used. The green color in the oil apparently acts in a 
like manner to ultramarine blue, a pigment which is sometimes 
added in small percentage to some off-color white substances 
to simulate the appearance of a clear white. 

Chemical Changes in Oils. — Many of the oils used in pre- 
paring the different formulas were portions of the quantities 
originally used in the first set of paints. Analysis of these 
oils showed that some action had occurred in them during the 
interval, their constants in some cases varying from the con- 
stants shown when the oils were first analyzed. (See Tables 
2 and 3.) It was necessary in a few instances, where the 
supply of the original sample was insufficient, to secure fresh 
quantities of the same type of oils used for the original paint- 
ing. The change shown in some of the original oils may have 
been due to partial hydrolysis. Such action generally causes 
a rise in acidity, gravity, and saponification value and a drop 
in the iodine value. Partial oxidation might also account for 
some of the changes shown, although the oils were kept in 
stoppered containers. In some cases the amount of oil in a 
container occupied less than one-half the interior space. The 
air contained above the oil might in such instances have some 
effect in causing changes in the oil below. In one instance, 
that of the Special Perilla Oil, a most marked change had taken 
place. The original sample of oil was obtained from China 
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When the can was opened at the time of original painting 
the oil was hmpid and of the appearance of ordinary raw lin- 
seed oil. At that time, over half of the oil was removed for 
examination and the can loosely stoppered. When examined 
in the fall of 1914, the oil was of the consistency of soft jelly 
and flowed with difficulty. The color was very much lighter 
than when first examined. A remarkable change had taken 
place in the oil, as the analysis shows. This change, in the 
writer's opinion, was due either to autopolymerization or to 
bacterial action. In an investigation-'' the writer pointed out 
the effect of enzymes upon oils and oil paste paints, and 
showed that such effecls may be inhibited by sterilization. 
Perilla oil ha^ a very high iodine number and is an excel- 
lent drying oil. If it should be j>roduced in sufficient quantity, 
either in China or America, it will j^robably prove very use- 
ful in varnish as well as paint manufacture. The writer has 
already made small ketllc tests which show that perilla oil 
is capable of bodying up under heat and uniting with resins to 
form good varnishes. 

Addit'uynal Tests. — There were added to the tests during the 
early part of 1913 four panels (47-50) painted with additional 
oils secured at that time. These panels were also included in 
the repainting test. 

.After repainting, the panels were all striped, numbered, 
and labeled with cards bearing the fornuilas of the paints ap- 
plied, and other data which might be useful to inspectors. 



* Chanm s < )i*rnrriii« in ()ils and l^ivtc Paint«« Dm t<» .\iit<.)hydrolysi$ 
of the (il>ctTi(lis. p. j86. 
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Tabu 6. 

Comparative Analyses of Oils Used for Tests. 

Analyses were made when oils were first obtained and 42 months 
later, at the time they were used in repainting tests. Chemical changes 
occurring in the oils are recorded by the constants. 



Raw Linseed Oil — 

March, 1911 

November, 1914. 

Soya Bean Oil — 

March, 1911 

November, 1914. 



Menhaden Oil — 

March, 1911 

November, 1914. 

Raw Tung Oil- 
March, 1911 .... 
November, 1914 

Perilla- 

March, 1911 .... 
November, 1914. 

Perilla Special* — 

March, 1911 

November, 1914 



Heavy Bodied Linseed Oil 

March, 1911 

November, 1914 , 

Lithographic Linseed Oil- 
March, 1911 

November, 1914 



Whale OU- 

March, 1911 .... 
November, 1914. 

Boiled Linseed Oil 

(Linoleate Drier) 
March, 1911 . . 
November, 1914, 



.9.S2 
934 



.944 
.946 



.94 
.94 



.94 
.981 



.968 
.992 



.97 
.96 

.924 
.926 



.941 
.943 



Sp. 
Gr. 


Iodine 
No. 


.931 
.933 


186 
185.4 


.924 
.925 


129 
130.2 



Sapon. 
No. 



158 
156.3 


166 
161.5 


180 
172 


192 
123.8 


133 
130.5 


102 
103.4 


148 
138.2 


172 
170 



188 
189 6 



189 
193.1 



187 
193.7 



183 
190.3 



188 
195.4 



189 
219.4 



189 
200 



199 
150. 9t 

191 
191.2 



187 

188 



Acid 
No. 



2.0 

2.8 



2.3 

4.7 



3.9 
16.1 



3.8 
5.7 



2 
7.4 

3.2 

20.8 

2.8 
6.3 



Refrac. 
Index. 



9.2 
17.4 



2.7 
3.1 



1.4867 



1.4813 



1.4850 



1.5050 



1.4874 



1 . 4978 



1.4966 



2.7 
13.4 1.4978 



1.4820 



1 4895 



* Referred to in text- 

t Low tapootficaition number due to formation of small amonni of linoxin or other difficultly taponifiabie 
sulMtancr. 
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Table 7. 
liialyscs of .Additional Oils Obtained for Rcf^aintiuij Tests. 
Analyses made November. 1914. 



Corn Oil 

Cottonseed Oil 

Rosin Oil 

Treated Tung Oil* . . . 

Lumbang Oil 

Sunflower Oil 

Hempteed Oil 

Shark Oil 

Sardine Oil 

Petroleum Mixing Oil 

Boi'ed Linseed Oil — 

( RcNinatc Drier 1 



Sp. 
Gr. 

.921 


Iodine 
No. 


Sapon. 
No. 


Acid 
No. 


124.8 


190.1 


4.1 


.920 


111.7 


194.3 


0.9 


.964 


68.9 


35. 5 


32.4 


.882 


56. 4 


101.3 




.927 


152 


189 


1.0 



924 



!24.(> 

H9.4 

I 

.910 132. S 



92: 



.919 ' 134. »> 
.851 2S.2 

.936 184. 2 



H9.3 
191.1 
158.9 
177.3 
52.9 

187.6 



7.5 



3.9 






10.4 
1.1 

7.3 



Refrac. 
Index. 

1.4800 
1.4781 

1.4764 
1.4789 
1.4796 
1.4822 
1. 815 
1.4800 
1.4773 

1 . 48a'» 



* ConrjiiiH ^U"' voiatilr maftrr. Ij'crlv liu'ti b< imu' poitit prrrolfutii vpirit-. 

Results of Tests. — A .^unimarized rejK)rt of the onulition of 
each panel at every animal ins])eeti{)n for five years i.s now in 
print.' .\ paj^e of this report is appended. In conclusion, it 
may he stated that linseed and i)eri]]a oils j^ave most salisfac- 
torv results. Certain mixtures of these oils with sova. lum- 
ban^, corn, cottonseed and simtlower oils also f^ave very good 
results. Uoiled oils containinj^ driers proved less durable than 
the same oils in the raw state. IMown and bodied oils have 
.idded to the ^loss of paints and have not detracted materially 
from their durability when an excess of thinner has not been 
used. Marine animal oils, when used in (piantity, have cause<l 
marked retention of dust and softeninj^ of film in damp 
weather. Treated tunj^ oil has caused crackini^. Fixed petro- 
leum oils ha\e proved unsatisfactory. Rosin oil has caused 
disastrous effects when used in any percentaj^e. 



* Hull. 5.?. Sci<-n. Sec. Taint .Mtr>.' Ass'ii of \\ S. 
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CllAPTKK \ I. 

PAINT PROTECTION FOR PORTLAND-CEMEXT 

SURFACES. 

Another interesting series of exposure tests of paint made 
at The Institute of industrial Ucsearch in Washington were 
designed to throw hght on the subject of painting cement. 

In many instances it has heen fcnnul desirable to decorate 
certain kinds of Portland-cement structures with moisture- 
pnK>t coatings. ■' The appearance is thereby made more pleas- 
ing and the cement is protected from the destructive action of 
the elements. 

The author has occasionally come across statements which 
would tend to create an impression to the etTect that Portland- 
cement surfaces are highlv alkaline and cannot be satisfactorilv 
decorated with oil paints. That such an impression is incor- 
rect, seems to be the opinion of all investigators who have 
made painting tests of an extended nature. In fact, there is 
much evidence to show that Portland-cement surfaces are quite 
as well suited to receive ])aint coatings as iron, wood and other 
kinds of structural materials. Moreover, the results of well- 
conducted tests have shown that pure oil paints, such as are 
used upon wooden structures, may be used with e(|ual satisfac- 
tion upon cement. 

That the painting of cement is not a new art is evident from 
the many references in the literature which describe methods 
of decorating and rendering damp-proof all classes of cement. 
Soon after Portland cement came into general use, it was cus- 
tomary to decorate certain kinds of constructions made from 
this material, the prevailing method being to apply varnishes 
containing copal, shellac, rosin or other resins, admixed with 
oil. turi>entine and benzine. Subsequent to the application 



•This dors Hot rt'lor t > trt-ati'i^ ormvnt masonry wliidi is sutijectedto 
hydrostatir pri«.snri- ;nul wfiirli m:i> l)C' in a very wet condition. Such 
ma«ionry rctpiiri ^ uatcrprnoini^' rather than !noistnro-i)r<M>ting treat- 
ment 
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of such primers, a finishing coat of enamel made by grind- 
ing color pigments with the primer, was then applied. The 
principles underlying these old methods have since been fol- 
lowed with varying success, and up until a few years ago it 
was a common procedure for painters to apply a coat of 
varnish suction primer to cement and plaster walls previous 
to painting them. Surfaces thus treated were filled, made less 
absorptive and from this standpoint in a somewhat better con- 
dition than bare walls to receive the final coat of paint or 
enamel. 

The suction varnishes or fillers made for this purpose were 
of two classes. One widely used was made of rosin dissolved 
in benzine and admixed with linseed oil. The rosin was some- 
times made more suitable by dissolving therein certain drying 
agents such as red lead or lime. Lead or calcium resinate 
would thus be contained in these fillers. Varnishes made of 
the more expensive resins, such as Manila and copal, have 
also been used for the same purpose. 

Whether these suction varnishes actually enter into chemical 
combination with the lime or other materials in cement or 
plaster, or whether they simply act as insulation coats, is a 
matter which has received considerable attention. If chemical 
reaction really occurs when a varnish coating is applied to 
cement, varnishes of the highest acidity, such as those made of 
colophony resin (common rosin), would be most efficient as 
lime neutralizers and better suited as primers, provided the 
durability of the coating is dependent upon the amount of 
calcium resinate which might be formed. Varnishes which 
have been prepared from the expensive resins generally show 
an acid number of from 5 to 10, while varnishes made from 
colophony resin (rosin) generally have an acidity of from 
40 to 80. The author is inclined to doubt the possibility of 
lime neutralization by the use of suction varnishes. It is not 
a simple matter to produce calcitmi resinate under the most 
favorable conditions. Even molten rosin of 150 acidity re- 
quires prolonged heating at a high temperature, in order to 
take up as little as 2 to 3 per cent of lime. When a varnish 
of low or high acid value is applied in the cold to a cement 
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surface, drying occurs in an exceptionally short time, and 
there is no opportunity for the small proportion of resiii 
present in such an extremely thin coating, to effect a reaction 
which even at high temperatures takes place with the greatest 
difficulty. The effect which is really produced when a vaniish 
is applied to a cement surface is not chemical, but of a physical 
nature, the varnish having a binding and filling effect U|>on 
the cement, similar to the ])inding and filling effect which is 
produced by the application of certain types of oils to cement 
surfaces. 

Probably too much importance has been attached to the 
alleged destructive action of lime in cement surfaces. It is 
well known that setting I Portland cement develops free lime, 
but the amount to be found upon a Tortland-cement structure 
should be considered as negligible in most instances, as far as 
it might affect a well-designed i)aint. If indeed it is advisable 
to neutralize this small amount of lime, j)revious to painting 
the cement surface, such a result is not to be properly ac- 
complished with an organic substance but rather with an 
inorganic material which readily reacts therewith. .\ solu- 
tion of zinc '^ull)hate ' ( Miicnichol's method) has ])n)ved most 
efficient for this purpose and has been used for many years 
with practical results, especially uj)()n freshly laid cement. 
It might be well to point out at this place that the priming 
or ground-coating of cement is often improperly carried out, 
when clear primers of any kind are used. If. for instance, a 
clear varnish is applied to a cement surface, the primed sur- 
face is difficult to differentiate from the untreated area. Con- 
sequently, the workmen using clear ])rimers often leave un- 
treated lapN or "holidavs," as thev are technicallv known. 
For this reason, the use of color primers should Ik.* adoptecl 
wherever possible. 

The dusting of cement floors, which is brought alK)Ut by 
abrasion, may be effectively stopped through the use of oil- 
pigment paints. If the l1oor has been freshly laid and is damp, 
the pos>ibility of lime reaction may be remo\ed by treating the 
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surface with a solution of tinted zinc sulphate. The oil paint 
may then be applied. Boiled linseed oil, sometimes mixed 
with tung oil, may be used as the liquid portion of the paint. 
These oils have a remarkable binding action when applied to a 
cement surface. When mixed with pigment, they form paints 
which are eminently suited as first coaters for cement floors. 
The first coat will dry rapidly and form a dense surface. Over 
this may be applied a second coat and, if a high gloss surface 
is desired, a portion of varnish may be added to this final coat. 
The various floors of the author's laboratory were treated in 
this fashion, with prepared floor paints made from such ma- 
terials, one week after the placement of the cement. The zinc- 
sulphate primer was used only upon the damp areas. The 
floors have since been subjected to much abrasion from con- 
stant walking and the moving of heavy apparatus. Oils and 
chemicals of various kinds have come in contact with the floors, 
and soap and water have been used upon them very often for 
cleaning purposes. After five years' continued service, the 
floors have not dusted and have just been repainted. This 
service record would tend to show that i)laced Portland cement 
may be made dust- and wear-proof and highly desirable as a 
flooring material, through the application of oil paints. 

In April, 191 2, the writer instituted a series of tests to de- 
termine the durability of various types of paint upon Port- 
land-cement surfaces exposed to the weather. The panels for 
the tests were prepared by constructing a long board wall to 
which was fastened expanded metal. A mixture of i part of 
Portland cement and 2 parts of clean Potomac River sand was 
made and applied to the expanded metal, forming a cement 
wall 3 in. in depth. The wall was divided into 35 sections or 
panels, each 30 in. wide and 40 in. high. Three coats of 
paint were applied to each panel by a practical journeyman 
painter. In order to make the test more severe, nearly all of 
the paints were applied in white. (Tinted paints are known 
to be much more durable than white paints.) A stripe of 
chrome green, 6 in. wide, was placed over the top of the third 
coat of paint, in order to determine whether the lime which 
might be present on the surface of the cement would have any 
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effect upon the paint coating. Fading of the green to a yellow 
would indicate sucli action. 

The general results of the tests at the end of a 2-year period, 
together with an outline of the composition of the paints tested, 
are given as follows: 
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Class No. 1, — Single-pigment paints made with white lead 
or zinc oxide ground in pure linseed oil. 

These paints are in very good condition throughout (see 
Figs. 30 and 31). The sublimed white lead paint is superior to 
the others. It presents a very white surface and is giving 
excellent protection to the cement (see Fig. 31, Panel \o. 3). 




Paxel 3— SinBlc PiBniciit Paint m.ule wiih [.iirc linsecil oil, Cftndilioii 
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Class Xo. ->'. — Combination -pigment paints ground with 
mixtures of raw and heavy-bodied linseed oil or with treated 
tung oil. The viscosity of these oils requires the use of con- 
siderable turpentine or other thinner in the manufacture of 
such paints, in order to make tliem of the riglit viscnsity for 
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application. Scmi-llat surfaces arc therefore produced during 
the dryiiijj. Such a finish is often preferred to a gloss surface. 
Most of these paints are iti excellent condition (see Figs 
.U and .?5i. 
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I'liiss .\'o. .'/. — Single and omlitiiation pigments ground in 
oil varnishes containiiiK acid rtsitis. 

'riiiSL- jKiiMts arc dicckinjj and scalinj; in many spots. Such 
varnisli paints arc aiiiiarenllv not -^uitcd to exterior exposure 

fM-cKi^s. .;«.and.;7i. 
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Class No. 5. — Paints containing resins dissolved in volatile 
spirits (spirit varnishes) with or without pigments. 

These paints are not giving very satisfactory service, the 
clear varnishes having entirely decayed in some cases. Those 
to which pigment has been added are in somewhat better condi- 
tion. 
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Class No. 6, — Paints made with single and combination 
pigments ground in a water medium containing glue or casein 
as a binder. 

These paints are chalking rapidly and are not moisture- 
proofing the cement. The pigment binder has been destroyed 
by the weather. 

Opaque white pigments, such as basic sulphaie-whiie lead, 
basic carbonate-white lead, zinc oxide, and liihopone, were 
present in the paints which gave the best results. In some 
of these paints there was also present a percentage of inert 
pigments, such as barytes, asbestine, whiting, china clay, 
gypsum and silica. 

The results of these tests are quite in line with the results 
obtained by Ware and Scliott" in a series of ])aint exposure 
tests made upon exterior concrete surfaces. They also agree 
with previous long-time exposure tests made by the author. 

As a result, therefore, it can be stated that concrete sur- 
faces may be decorated with excellent results through the use 
of high-grade oil paints. When the cement surface is freshly 
laid and damp, such paints may be safely applied after treat- 
ing the cement with a zinc-sulphate primer. 



♦"Paint Films as ProUctivc Coatings tor Concrete." Journal of In- 
dustrial and Engineering Chemistry, vol. VI, Xo. 3, p. 184 (March, 
1914). 
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PAINTS To PREVENT K1.ECTR( )LVSIS IX COX- 
CRETE STRUCTl'RES. 

The use of protective paints upon metal that is to be em- 
bedded in concrete structures, in order to prevent any damage 
which inij^ht be caused by electrolysis, has been proposed 
from time to time. No tests had been made, however, as far 
as the writer is aware, to determine what type of coating is 
best suited for the purpose previous to those described below. 
It would ap])ear from first consideration that a paint capable 
of forminj^ a film of hij^di electrical resistance would be most 
efficient. Such t'llms. however, generally present a high gloss 
surface and are a])t to prevent the proper bonding of the con- 
crete with the painted metal, thus doing more harm than good. 
It is chiefly for this reason that engineers have not generally 
adopted the use of paint upon reinforcing metal. In the ex- 
perimeiits presented herein, a method for overcoming this ob- 
jectionable feature of insulating paints is described, and data 
are presented on tl.e relative insulating and bonding values of 
>evera] difYereiU types of ])ainl. 

('orntsioii Causes. — Before describing these tests, it might 
be well to review briefly, for the benefit of those not thoroughly 
f.imiliar with the subject, sc^ue of the conditions upon which 
metal corro>ion depends. The ordinary forms of iron corro- 
^'ion have been found to be due to auto-electrolysis, the pres- 
enre f)f segregated impurities being responsible for differences 
in i>otential at certain area-, which set up galvanic action and 
<ause solution and the formation of rust at the positive nodes. 
\ similar but more rapid action takes place when an electric 
« iirrent i- pas-erl through an iron anode immersed in an 
«-li rtrolyte : c. f/.. salt water. \\*hen damp cement contains 
:rj en.b«dd«:d iron anode, the cement acts as an electrolyte and 
•b«- -;:Ti;« ru-tin^ actir)n take< place, regardless of the fact that 
. r>ri' r« N- c ontains sufficient lime to inhibit corrosion when no 
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electrical currents are present. With the electrolytic change 
of metal into oxide comes an increase in volume of the pro- 
ducts of reaction, and there is developed an enormous ex- 
pansive force or mechanical pressure, which is sufficient to 
crack the strongest forms of concrete. 

Source of Currents. — Corrosion may therefore he expected, 
with its attendant results, 
when sufficiently high-voltage 
direct currents enter the iron 
of a new concrete building, 
either through contact with 
conductors of light and power 
circuits, contact with water or 
gas pipes carrying direct cur- 
rents from grounded power 
lines, through defective insula- 
tion of electrical wiring, or 
from similar sources. That 
the damage is greatest to new 
structures is due to the fad 
that the concrete is then damj) 
and a better electrolyte than 
when it has become dry from 
age. That examples of rein- 
forced concrete structures 
damaged from stray currents 
are not more common may be 
due to the fact that in many 
localities engineers are active 
in their endeavors to prevent 
high - voltage currents from 
running wild. This fact, how- 
ever, does not justify a dis- 

1 r t . ' ul t. Specimen at left was "sanded." 

regard of what might happen ^ 

in the future and what may now be happening to some struc- 
tures which have not been carefully guarded against stray- 
current electrolysis. That much of this damage may be pre- 
vented by the adoption of suitable forms of foundation water- 
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J>roo^lnJ^^ erterior insulatinj^ joints for pipe-lines, isolation of 
lead-covc-rcd cables enterinj^ buildings, and other insulating 
<levices is shown by Rosa, McCollum. and l*eters* in what is 
l)robably the most valuable contribution to the subject of rein- 
forcement electrolysis that has ever been published. Of equal 
importance, liowever, should be the safeguarding of the metal 
with suitable insulating and bonding j)aints, before it is eni- 
])ed<led in cement. The adojUion of this j)recaution, if followed 
by the use of the safety devices noted above, will guard against 
the causes which contribute to electrolysis and thus rentier our 
mo(k*rii concrete structures safe from destruction by reinforce- 
UKMit corrosjoii. 

li.vf'rnmriitiil. 

Series /.-The w rilcr's investigations were made upini two 
se|»arate series of concrete test cylinders. The first series were 
macle 1»\ embe<l<ling. in concrete cyhnders. painted iron rkIs Ij 
in. in diameter and u in. long. Previous to painting, the 
rnds were thoroughly cleaned from scale and rust. Two coats 
of paint were then ap|)lied. allowing a week's time for dr>'- 
ing between coats. The painted rods were then placed in 
molds in an uj)riglit jjosjtion. aboiu i in. apart and I in. 
from the bottom of the molds. 

Cement mortar, prepared from (Mie part of I*ortland cement 
mid tw<» ]>arls of sand, was poured around the rods and 
tamped intn placr. After twn <la\s' time the molds were re- 
mo\<<l and the te^t pieces were re]>aired with cement nu»rtar 
where\er drfects were sjiuwn. 

Mrtlitfii I'/ Mil kill; I (n'oil Boiuiituj Surfaces. — In making 
up the spveimens fur test, it occurred to the writer that the 
(»bjecti«»n tn u^in;.; ])aints which dry upon metal to a gloss 
-urfai*'. and wliieli ])revent proper bun<ling of the cement. 
might i»e overcome b\ applying to the painted surface, while 
n is siijj tack\ mot dr\ i. sbarp particle^ »if san<i or similar 
material. i\mer\ p<»wder. abrasi\i-. and tine <|uartz sand were 

•"l-,h « !r. ■!> -»!- in V'. 'in n t«-.'" !*« * 'mj"!' -i:!! I'.iimt N'.i. iS. I*. S. Hurcau 

• : St..':il.ir'U 
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among the substances tested. When allowed to drain ujwn a 
painted rod, the particles become attached to the paint and 
dry with it to form a rough surface resembling coarse sand- 
paper (see Fig. 39}. .\fter thoroughly drying, the particles 
are solidly embedded in the paint, which thus presents a dull 
ratiier than a gloss film. Fine, clean, while sand was found 
most useful. 

Arranffcmcttl of Tests. — .\fter aging for a month, tlie 
pieces were connected in parallel and in series with resistance to 




Akkancement ok Series II Specimens lMMF.ii>i(:i>. 

Iron Molds for Forming Spt-ciiiK'ns Slmwii at Lcl'l. 

Specimen Removed From Jar Shows 

Surrounding Iron Cathode. 

reduce the voltage from 1 10 to 30 vohs D. C. Current readings 
were made over a period of twenty-four hours. The current 
passing was small. The test cylinders were then placed in a 
shallow pan containing sufficient water to immerse the lower 
2 in. of each specimen. After a week's test, the cylinders 
were disconnected anil removed from the pan for iihservatinn. 



A ffw lit llif .-iincinii-iis slirnvt-'d siiial! cnuks ncur llii- liottoni. 
where tlic »it ixiiitiit had coiidutted the current lo the great- 
est extent. The cylinders were then placed in scpiratc earth- 
enware jars an<i a^ain connected iip. The jars contained suf- 
IiciciU waler lo immerse the s]iecinu'iis u]> to within I inch of 
ilieir tri]! Mirl:u-i.-<, They «ir<' li-fl in crrcnil for ten days and 




.1., 



cnrreiit reading;- win- niadi- e\vr> twiiny-lnnr hnurs, Crack- 
iiit; was -hnwn In iiearlv i-\ery c\liiid(-r whicli current read- 
iiij;> ]iru\id tc in- larruny any ;i|i|irecialjie anmunt of current. 
The fraitmv in <Mr\ la-c -lariic] al the annde, extending 
radially L. ill.- I'd.^e ..|" tlu- csliiider- and parallel to the 
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Nifs. i, 6, 7, 8, and g contain metal coated with resin or special oil 
compounds; no cracking occurred; 23 (unpainted) and 4 (water paint) 
show great corrosion at anode; 3 and 15 (oil paints) show less cor- 
rosion; 2 (heat-treated tung oil compound), 7 (sandarac in alcohol), 
17 (special bitumen), and 13 (chromatcd iron oxide in oil) show prac- 
tically n 
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electrode, gradually opening up as the tests were continued. 
The specimens were finally disconnected and remo\ed for ex- 
amination. 'J'hose which had been cracked by the electrolytic 
corrosion of the metal were easily si)lit into two sections, dis- 
chxsing the contained electrodes. The others, which did not 
show any cracking, were i)arte(l with a chisel, in order to make 
a comparative examination of the condition of the embedded 
metal. 

Series H consisted of specimens made by embedding in 
concrete cylinders j)ainted anodes '\{ inch in diameter and 
12 inches in length. Previous to painting, the rods were 
thoroughly cleaned from scale and rust. They were painted 
with two coats of the same paints used in Series I. The 
rods were ])laced in molds 3'j x 8 in., in an upright i)osition, 
and the same kind of Portland cement mixture used in Series 
I tests was j)laced around the rods and tamped into place. The 
^liecimens for this scrie> were \ery carefully i)repared and 
presented a nuich better appearance than those used in Series 
11. After setting for two days, the molds were removed from 
the i)ieces. which were then aged for a month. They were 
then i)lace(l in water for twenty- four hours, and the next day 
were put into indix idual earthenware jars containing sheet- 
iron cathodes coiled so as to surround but not touch the 
cylinders. The jars were tilled with sufticient water to cover 
the cylinders up to within one inch of their toj) surfaces. The 
specimens were connected up as in Series 1. The tests were 
continued for 240 hours at 30 volts, during which time Nos. 
4, 10, II, 13, 13. 19. and 24 had developed cracks. The voltage 
was then increased to ^S «i>id continued for 60 hours, at which 
time the tests were discontinued. 

Series III : Test of bonding lvalue. — In order to determine 
the comparative bonding strength shown by the various painted 
rods with the surrounding concrete, a series of test specimens 
was ])repared. exactly duplicating those used for Series II, 
exce])t that the rods were placed flush with the bottom surface 
of each cylinder. After ageing for three weeks, the specimens 
were tested in a Riehle testing machine, upon an iron block 
drilled in the center with a i-inch hole. Each test specimen 
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c>') PAINT Ki:si:.\Kcm:s. 

was placed in such a position iliat the lower end of tlic con- 
tained iron anode would he in alij^^innent with the hole below. 
Pressure was api)lied luuil the i)ainted iron rod was pushed 
away from the surroundinj^^ cement and the bond destroyed. 

OHSKkVATIONS ON KKSUI.TS. 

In the test specimens, where crackinj^ had occurred, the 
anodes showed considerahle rust, the j^aint coatinj^s originally 
applied havinj^' been destroyed. ( )n the cathodes in Series I 
the paint coatinj^s were still intact, alth<.>u^h some had ap- 
parentlv heen affected bv the moisture and the hvdrated lime 
in the wet concrete. chalk\- surfaces hein<j: shown. Wherever 
there were small voids in the concrete, al or around the painted 
anodes, corrosion wa> most >e\ ere. and at such places pitting 
was shown. The ])rotecti\c coatinj^^s u])on the anode and 
cathode bars emhedde<l in the concrete cylin<lers which did not 
crack an<l which carried hut little current were later found to 
be in a very i^ood state of ])re>ervation. 

hidden till I\i\icti(>ns. — The hreakinjj^ down of a film upon 
the emhecMe*! iron rods was always recorded by a sharp rise 
in the a!n|)era«^^e. <hie to the decreased resistance oflfered to the 
flow t)f the current hetweeii the electrodes. It was also re- 
corded hy a lizzini; sound. <lue to the increased evolution of 
hydnij^a'U ;L;as devel<>])ed hy the electrolysis of the water in the 
damp concrete. This j^m-. is>iiinir fioni around the iron elec- 
trode at the top of ihe test pifcrs. j^rnerally carried sonic water 
with it. an«l small huhhle- were forme<l. which burst with an 
au<hhle t*\pl»»««ion when a hiihted matdi was placed in contact 
with tlieni. Tlie ludroj^rn L^as «.eemed to have a reducinjj or 
softi-nini: .n !i«»'i ujmiii -^omr of tin* oxidi/i-cj coatin;4s and carried 
to thr ««!n!.n r- ..f the cvliiidtT^ coiivjiK-i ahK- <|uantities of .»;oft. 
<iil\ p'ti lurt-. whirli dt-jn t«»itti| around the anode and later 
hardi't'l r.] vonl.ict with llie air. Iron i»\i«le wa< aKo carried 
t(» \\\r !«-]. -r.it.ie* «. i.f ^.iiiir «.t' ih«- sjivrinie'is hy the action of 
ihr i:.- .;:.<! A-.tr; .I'ld \\.i>- Thrre dei 'ci-i'fd ;i^ a dark brown 
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Electrolytic Hydrogenation of Oil Films. — That the nature 
of the paint films has considerable bearing upon the action 
of the hydrogen gas which was found to be developed during 
the tests, there can be no doubt. In an investigation to de- 
tennine the cause of the rajtid corrosion exbibited by some 



3 13 14 IS Ifi Z7 28 29 



Pabt of Test Cyxindebs— Seriks II. 
Nos. 3. '3. 14. IS. i6i J7. 28, 29 conuin rods coated witli various oil- 
pigment paints. Nole excellent tondition of 27, 28. and 29. whicli 
contain "sanded" painted rods. 

grades of lacquered tin food container.';. W. II. Walker* ,-in<l 
Sladef have found linseed-oil films to act a.-; dejwlarizors of 
hydrogen, and Walker points out that such films, if in a soni- 

'"Paint and Varnish Coating'' as Accelerators in tlit Corrosion 01' 
Metals," W. H, Walker and W. K. Lewis, J. Indus, and Fncrg. Chem.. 
I (igog). 754- 

t"A New Method for Testing PainI Films and I'rcsiTvativc Coal- 
ings for Iron and Steel," W. C. Slade. Ibid., 4 ( 1912), 189. 
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oxidized condition, may absorb hydrogen quite as rapidly 
oxygen. This may account for the appearance of the oily sub- 
stances brought to the top of some of the cylinders. Electro- 
lytic hydrogenation may have been effected by the action of 
the nascent hydrogen in the presence of iron oxide or other 
pigments which could act as catalyzers. The action was suf- 
ficient to produce a product which, although fluid when 
formed, on account of the warmth of the cylinders at the anode 
where heat was developed by the electrolysis, later became 
solid when deposited upon the surface of the cylinders. It 
was in specimens showing such surface deposits that the bond 
between the cement and steel was the weakest. 

ruluc of Well-dried and Saturated Pilms. — Walker has 
also referred to the fact that paint tilms that have been baked 
do not act as depolarizers, on account of their fully saturated 
condition. It would ol)viously be impractical to bake paint 
coatings U|)on most forms of reinforcing metal, but quite 
thoroughly oxidized coatings, which would probably have but 
slight depolarizing action, would result by allowing a period 
of sixty days for the drying of oil paints after application to 
the metal and previous to immersion in the cement. It is, 
moreover, |M)ssible to apply coatings which do not dei>eml 
entirely ui)on oxygen absorption for their hardening and which 
contain ingredients of a fairly saturated nature, .\mong these 
could be mentioned such coatings as are composed of resins 
<liss<)lve<l in volatile solvents, as well as some special tyi)es of 
oil coalings which gave good results in Series 1 and II. 

Relation Hetween Film Porosity and HIectrolysis, — The 
small current tlow shown by certain of the specimens in the 
test may in part be attributed to their impervious character. 
Paint > which form porous tllms allow the passage of water 
whirh may contain various electrolytes. Such films offer 
but small n.-siNtanci* to ihc passage of electrical currents. 
Paints which form highly im|)ermeable films keep water away 
frotn the underlying iron and olTer great resistance to the pass- 
age of ckctrical current^. Investigations which have de- 
termined the actual <legree c>f porosity shown by various types 
of paint t'llnis have i>reviously been made by A. M. Mucken- 
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fuss* and by the writer.f These tests have already afforded 
useful information to the designer of paints and might be 
studied with profit in the production of paints for the preven- 
tion of electrolytic corrosion. 

Bonding Tests. — Some paints gave good bonding tests, but 
failed to act as insulators. Among these may be mentioned 
Nos. 12, 19 and 20 (water paints) and Nos. 18 and 21 
(lacquers). The latter two, composed of collodion and gutta- 
percha, respectively, dried to a flat surface which accounts 
for the good bond tests shown. Among the oil paints, No. 
16, which also had the property of drying to a flat surface, 
gave a much better bond than paints of a similar composi- 
tion which dried to a gloss surface. The good bonding tests 
shown by several of the water paints is readily explainable, the 
wet concrete exerting a solvent action upon such paints, which 
gave opportunity for direct contact with the steel. Some 
paints which gave excellent results in the insulating tests gave 
conversely poor results in the bonding tests. Among these 
may be mentioned Nos. 7 and 8, composed of sandarac and 
shellac, respectively. Most of the oil-pigment paints made with 
raw linseed oil gave poor or only fair results. It is probable 
that the raw oil fails to dry hard, and, although apparently 
well dried, remains in a semi-oxidized condition. The oil 
films would in such cases be rather porous and therefore 
inefficient as insulators. Such films would be readily acted 
upon by the hydrogen evolved by electrolysis. Much better 
results were obtained with boiled linseed oil, a product that 
dries to a harder, less porous, and more fully saturated film. 
The value of the "sanded surface" method is shown by com- 
paring test No. 2/ with test No. 15, the paints used being of 
the same composition. The sanded surface of No. 27 gave 
much better insulating values and its bonding strength was 
double that of the unsanded specimen. Another instance of 



♦"Report on a Permeability Test for Paints and Varnishes." A. M. 
Muckenfuss, Journal Indus, and Engrg. Chem., 5 (1913), 535; Proc 
Amer. Soc. for Test. Mater., 14, IT (1914), 361. 

t "Excluding and Water-resisting Properties of Paint Films for the 
Protection of Iron and Steel," H. A. Gardner, Bull. 18, Scientific 
Section, Paint Mfrs. Assn. of U. S., p. 17. 



I02 PAINT RKSKARCIIKS. 

the value of the "sanded surface" method is shown by a com- 
parison of specimens Xos. 28 and 14. 

Use of Pigments. — It is quite likely that the nature of the 
pigment used in a paint designed to prevent electrolysis of 
embedded metal will have some bearing upon the results 
obtained from its use. The addition of a pigment to an oil 
usually increases the resistance to moisture and makes a more 
impermeable tilm. Theoretically, pigments which are of a non- 
conducting nature should be preferable. The inert pigments 
are examples of this type (asbestine, china clay, silica, etc.V 
There should, however, be present in a paint a sufficient 
(piantity of rust-inhibitive pigment (basic pigments or pig- 
ments of the chromate type) to produce a passive condition 
of the steel, similar to the condition that is produced hv the 
basic lime compounds in cement. 

IVominent among the ])rotective compounds that gave llu* 
best results are Xos. 2 and 9, composed of processed and heat- 
treated tung oil (Chinese wood oil). These compounds dried 
to a hard, non-porous tilm of a saturated nature. Had they 
been sanded, they undoubtedly would have given still better 
results. Distinction should also be accorded to Xos. 17, 27 
and 28, although the- good results obtained with the last tw«» 
should be largely credited to the sanding of the surfaces dur- 
ing drying. 



roNiI,l>I(>N>. 



The corrnsion of metal embedded in concrete structures. 
by stray cinrents of high voltage, is often productive of seri- 
ous elYects. The use oi pro|)erly made i)ainls upon such metal 
consiitiUes a safeguard that should n«)t be neglected by the 
engineer. Such paiiit'^ may be prepared as follow^ : 
I — The vehicle should contain: 
I — Iioiled or bodied (mIs or products which drv to fairly 

saturated lilni>. 
j__( )ii^ which drv bv ^enn'-polvmerizalion rather than 

by uxitl.iiion. 
,V < >iK which dry to a tlat rather than a high gloss 
^int;ice. 
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II — The solid portion should contain a percentage of: 
I — Pigments which are coarse and which therefore tend 

to form films having a rough surface. 
2 — Pigments which are inert and which do not act as 

conductors of electricity. 
3 — Pigments which are either basic or of the chromate 
type. 
Ill — The painted metal should be "sanded" if possible. 
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PAINTS FOR MKTAI.. 

Mi'lal Primer Tests. — A scries of tests to (ietemiiiR- tlic ef- 
licii'iicy of liasic pigments as primtrs for metal were exposed 
in May, 1914, at Washington. The object of the tests was 
to ascertain whothcr red lead of high or low basicity is best 
sniled for ])rotecltng tnetal from corrosion. Other pigments 




wbi.h ^iii KimiMi III be j;n,,rl rnclal |>riJiecti\e-i were included 
in 111.- le^i-. ill nrdiT n. ba\e a 'Icfiniie -lamlard upon which 
li.baM'llK -..■r\ice ..f ibe re.l lea.K. 

Tile paiiil- «eiv all a]p|ilierl tn the >;une grade of black iron 
plate> free fnmi rn>t. The lir^it coat of each paint was applied 
|i> tile iiiiire -iirfjue nf tile I'laie at a -preailing rate of 600 
.Mjnare feet per gallon. The ^ecmicl enal «a> applied only to 
the Inwer riglu-bainl half nf ilie iilale, ai a -.^reading rate of 
<»iii> -ipiare feci per 'jalinn, l-'inir iia)> wire alliwcd ft)r drying 
beiween euat-. The p.tiiil- vveie all .ippbed Id the panels after 
thev had been attached |.i the -nppi.rling Icne.' frame. The red 
leail piini- were jirepared -ci that they wmdd all l>e of the 
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same viscosity or body. The standard formula of 25 pounds 
dry pigment to i gallon of oil was found practical except with 
pigments 6 and 7, which required more oil to bring them to 
working consistency and to the same viscosity as the others. 

The composition of the paints applied is given in the fol- 
lowing table : 

Table 10. 



Panel 
No. 



Pisrnient 



GTBde 

(I«cfld Tetroxide 

Content) 



Pisrment 
in Pnint 



Linseed 
Oil in 
Paint 



Weiffht 

per 

Gallon. 

Lbs. 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

II 
12 



Red Lead 



i< 
t( 
i< 
It 

41 



«i 

<t 
t( 

<t 
tt 
tt 



Sublimed Blue 

Lead. 
Chromated Red 

Lead. 
Chromated 

Iron Oxide. 
Iron Oxide K. . 
H.. 



9o7c* 
93%* 

99 7f 



i< 



It 



Special** 

Contains 1% add- 
ed carbon black 
I Contains 2% CrOa 

Contains 1% CrOa 

10*7^ Zinc Chro- 
mate. 

Contains 2o9^Zinc 
Oxide. 



80 
80 

79 

78 
80 

72 



63 
76 

56 

55 
58 



20 
20 
21 
22 
20 
28 



37 

44 

45 
42 



27 

25 
28 

24 

27 
21 



i6V^ 

22 
14 

15 



** Balance is lithnri^e. 

** Special Red Lead purchased in paste form. 

Results of tests: Photographs (Figs. 45 and 46) taken during the tirst 
two years' exposure show the condition of some of the panels. 
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Prepared Paints for Metal Surfaces. — In designing i)ro- 
tective coatings for metal the modern practice has been to ap- 
ply tlu* results available from researches into the cause of cor- 
rosion. These results have shown that materials of a basic 
nature or substances which contain soluble chromates prevent 
the rustinj; of iron. For this reason jngments of a basic 
nature or pigments containing the chromate radical have come 
iiUo wide use in the manufacture of protective paints. Thai 
they are the best pigments for this purpose has been proved 
not onlv in practice, but also in the Atlantic Citv tests,* which 
were made upon a series of three hundred large steel panels. 
u>ing nearly one hundred ditTerent pigment paints, .\pply- 
ing the result^ of these tests to the practical manufacture of 
protective coatings, the writer will discuss the use of the van- 



■ A*. ;■ riii.il -iiiniinnv: up "1 l!i« "m iin'>i :iiillii»rit.ili\ r ti'>t'i t.» detcr- 
initu- t!if \:i\\u- "f iliMiti-tit iiiiiiiitiii- in pr- i!«rniiu niftal. the follow- 
iiivr tal»k' j- ])ri >tii!i il. TIiin viii.u^ tin- j)i)iiiu-iii paints which rated 
liifiu-st al \\u N.iiii'ii^ annual insprvii«'ns. 

'J'liis tal»K fl-iiN n"l -h<»\v piLiinrin^ whirli wiTf ni»t inclmlcd in the 
ton hinl)r^t rl.i>»«i ^. !'<'r full •U->rripti«in nt tk-^t'^ an«l further infor- 
mation sif lY- .. \pii r. S'T. i'«M- Tr-! Mater.. \'«»1. IX. ir>o«). pp. 20.^ 
'in«I J()i: \'«-l. \. I'Mo. pp. 7i>Sf): \'..l. XI. loii. i)p. lOJ-iO-j: Vol. XIII, 
"".^ VV .^'••' .C : \' ' \I\'. i'»i 1. pp. -.=^ » an«! J'k). 
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U«n1 Irad 

Niitiiral irrajtliitc. •••nfaininj 

i'l;l> . otr 

/iiii* rhroinati- 

Zilii- and-]i*ad <'liriiiriati' 

MaLTnt'tii' l»la<'k n\ii|i« 

/liK'-and liarinin cliriiniatc . . 

SuI'Iinifd wliiTi* Ir.'nl 

r*riL:ht ml iiNldi' 

I'ru*«*«ian lilin- iwalrr stlni. t. 
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ous pigments under separate headings, taking up the composi- 
tion of the most widely used colors for metal painting, namely, 
red. gray, black, and green. Most of the paints outlined here- 
with are suitable for the painting of structural steel, bridges, 
steel railroad cars and equipment, ornamental ironwork, poles, 
posts, and for general work on metal surfaces. ^ 

Red' Lead Priming Paints. — Red lead may be purchased t- 

in the market ground to a heavy paste in linseed oil, ready ' 'h 
to thin with oil for use. Such red lead is usually produced .J"*. 
by the thorough oxidation or overburning of lead, the dry , jt^ 
I)igmcnt generally containing approximately 98% of lead : ^ 
tetroxide. This pigment, being practically free from lithai^, .^i 
is supposed not to react to any great extent upon the linseed 
oil in which it is ground. It is well understood, however, 
that one of the most valuable proj)erties of red lead is its 
ability to set u|) to a hard, elastic film that shuts out moisture 
and gases which are apt to cause corrosion. This cementin|^ 
action is due to the i)resence of unburnt litharge, a pigment 
which rapidly reacts upon linseed oil to form a lead linoleate 
compound. It will readily be seen, therefore, that red lead 
free from litharge has no cementing action and should not 
be considered more jjrotective than iron oxide or any other 
similar neutral pigment. It is thoroughly essential that red 
lead shouM ])e highly basic and slioukl contain a considerable 
percentage of btharge. if tlie red lead is to i)rotect iron from 
corrosion. Allhough such red lead is often purchased in 
the dry form and mixed with linseed oil on the job at the 
time of application, it is a growing custom to use prepared 
red-lead |)aints made from finely divided red lead ground 
to a fiuid condition in lin>eed oil. Such paints remain in 
excellent condition for a long |>eriod of time. They have a 
high protective \aliR- and are well suited for general pur- 
f)oses. They are u^vd exten^^ively for priming steel vessels. 
The \a\ \ I K'parlnunt lia^ found that inert pigments, such 
as >ilica and asbotine. gi\c good results when ii^ed in ready 
mixed red-lead |>aint<, their action being to prevent settling 
of the red lead upon storage. 
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A specification which may be used by the grinder when 
purchasing dry red lead for the manufacture of prepared 
paints is given herewith; 

Sfffificulioii. 

I. The dry pigment tu he of the best quahty, free from 
all adulterants, and to contaiti not less than 85% nor more 
than 90% Pb,0,, the remaiTider l>eing praciii-ally pure lead 

ninm.xttle iPliIti. 




Tuts exposed 1>¥ llu* '^nlcr ■ 

J. Il -.hall .-.II 
n..r iii..r<' than ... 
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nf nK'tallic lead 
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.1. It -iinll 111' ..t" -1 
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l>..hiiiL:.lMih -it'vr. 

N'mi: li .|.-iiT'l. ill.- -ram vviii;lii ..( iln- mi Ica.l may be 
-|.iviii..!. l-:\lr.iii.)% h;:hl. fhill'v r,-.l Ivad -li-uM run from 
ru tn I,! -lai.i- ikt' . iil.i.- iii.li.' M.dimn ml load will run 
ft..n. I.? 1 -r.,m-- ].rv .iil.i.- in.li. Ika^v n.l Ira.l will rtni 
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Composition of Red-Lead Priming Paints. — The cost of 
red-lead paints is a subject of vital importance to the large 
user. Red lead may be produced in different physical states. 
Ordinarily the grade that has been overburned is extremely 
heavy, one cubic inch weighing from i8 to 20 grams. For 
the production of a paint from such red lead, according to 
the fonnula used by one large consumer, the following quanti- 
ties would be required : 

Red lead 26 lbs. 

Linseed oil 26 gills 

IVtrolcuni spirits 3 

Drier 3 






This would produce approximately i 2/5 gals, of paint. 
Each gallon would contain about 20 lbs. of red lead, the 
actual cost of the red lead itself being in the neighborhood 
of $i/k).* a red lead of a nnicli belter protective value, con- 
taining from 10 to i2['( of free litharge and produced in an 
extremely fine physical state of comminution, so that one 
cubic inch would not weigh over u to 15 grams, would pro- 
duce a i)aiiit of exactly the same body on the following 
fomuila : 

Red lead 20 lbs. 

Raw linseed oil 26 gills 

Turpentine 3 ** 

I )rier 3 ** 



This would produce ap])roxiniately i i ^3 gals, of paint» 
each gallon of which would contain about 15 lbs. of red lead« 
the actual cost of the dry pigment per gallon being in the 
neighborhood of $1.20. Red lead of still lighter gram weight 
could be used, ^o that a still smaller cjuantity of pigment 
would be recpiired per gallon of oil. The durability of such 
paint> should conii>are fa\orably with those containing very 
high percentages of red lead of high gram weight. Pigments 
of an extremely light nature, such a'^ lampblack, grind in very 

* I"imirr«l with inl lra<l .il S rt iUn in h)i4. 
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large quantities of oil, yet their films are more elastic and 
(lural)le than many paints which are composed of much pig^- 
ment and little oil. 

Red Paints. — Iron oxide has always been one of the most 
widely used pigments for the maiuifacture of protective coat- 
ings. ( )xides that are free from acid or soluble substances 
irive the best results. There are many grades, from the bril- 
liant Indian reds, containing (>8Vr , down to the natural mined 
brown shale oxides, containing from 30 to 60% of ferric 
oxide, the balance being silica, clay, etc. X'enetian reds, con- 
sisting of about c(|ual parts of ferric oxide and calcium - 
sul])hate. are also (piilc widely used. It is customary to add to 
iron oxides from 10 to 20* t of zinc chromate. zinc oxide, or 
red U-ad, in order to make ihcni rust inhibilive. Such red 
])aints arc widcl) ustd for ;ii»i)]icalion to tin roofs, metal sid- 
ing, and general structural steel. Red paints made from 
basic lead chromate ( American \ erinilion ), the ])igment which 
gave the best results in the Atlantic City tests, would doubtless 
be the most economical in the long run, but the high cost will 
probably ])re\ent tlieir use to any great extent. The use of a 
percentage of basic chromate of lead in iron-oxide |>aints 
is to be ai)])roved. 

(/my Paints. — Mixtures of white lead (basic carlK)nate or 
basic sul])hate ) and zinc oxide, tinted gray with carbon black* 
are widely used for this pur]>osc aiul give excellent results in 
every climate. 

.\ valuable rust-inhibitiN e coating for general priming or 
fmisbing work may be prepared from sublimed blue lead. 
The use of two parts of blue lead and one ])art of linseed oil 
containing aboiU 5'r of tur])entine drier makes a paint of 
the right consistency. This may be purchased in prepared 
form. When this paint is u>ed for top-coat work in marine 
exposures (battleship gray), the addition of iV< of carbon 
black to the blue lead aids in the maintenance of the color. 
The rust-inhibitive value of this pigmeiU is due to the high 
percentage of lead oxide (litharge). This pigment, how- 
e\er. is so combined with the lead sul])hate that it docs not 
ha\e any great hardening action upon the linseed oil and 
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Stays in an excellent condition in paste form for a long period 
of time without hardening. When purchased ground to a 
paste in lo parts of oil, there should be added approximately 
5 gallons of linseed oil and one pint of drier for use. A 
specification for the purchase of blue lead for use in metallic 
paints is given herewith : 

Minimum. Maximum. 

Lead sulphate 44% 52% 

** oxide 337o 40% 

sulphide 0.5% 

sulphite 3 . 5% 

Zinc oxide 3-0% 

Black Paints. — Ulack paints arc often preferred for the 
finishing coat on steel work, carbonaceous paints being un- 
suited for application direct to the metal on account of their 
rust-stimulative action. Car])on pij^^ients. such as gas car- 
bon ])lack. oil l)lack. artificial and natural graphite (flake 
and amorphous ) arc usually the ])ase pigments used in black 
|)aints. Silica and other earth pigments may be combined 
with the carbon. The slow-drying nature of such paints is 
lessened by the addition of litharge. The use of l)oiled lin- 
seed oil as a vehicle is advisable. 

Magnetic black oxide of iron (precipitated) forms an ex- 
cellent black protective paint when ground in linseed oil. 

The slightly basic character of this ])ignient accounts for its 
inhibitive value. The natural variety of black magnetic oxide 
of iron is also suitable for this purpose, but should be tested 
for freedom from soluble acid impurities before use. Wil- 
low charcoal is not made in commercial ([uantity ; its use, 
therfforc. will be restricted. Its inhibitive value (lei)ends Uf)on 
the basic nature of the impurities present. 

Crccn Paints. — Mixtures of zinc chromate and I'russian 
blue in oil are highly inhibitive and have proved satisfactory 
in long service tests. Chrome yellow tinted with black oxide 
of iron to an olive shade is very permanent and protective. 
Chrome green made from lead chromate an<l Prussian blue is 
generally used when precipitated upon a barytes base. 
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Bituminous Paints. — Bituminous coatings have a wide use 
for special purposes. They are often made by blending re- 
fined coal-tar pitch, asphalt, linseed oil, and oleo-resinous 
varnishes, subsequently thinning down with turpentine or 
light mineral thinner. During recent years a heavy-bodied 
blown petroleum residual pitch has come into wide use in 
the manufacture of waterproofing bituminous paints. This 
pitch usually has a high melting point (150° C). It is soluble 
in turpentine, benzol, and some mineral distillates. When in 
solution it may be admixed with oils for the production of 
rapid-drying elastic paints. The pitch has high resistance to 
acids and is not acted upon by the sun to the extent that coal 
tar is. 

When coal tar is used in the manufacture of paints, it 
should be refined. Ammonia and water in the tar are the 
active causes of saponification or non-adherence to metal. 
The presence of large quantities of free carbon or naphtha- 
lene in the tar will cause disintegration and checking. For re- 
fining, the crude tar may be heated to approximately 115*^ 
C, holding it at that temperature until the water is evap- 
orated. From 5 to 10% of lime may be stirred in, in order to 
neutralize the free acids. The tar may then be thinned with 
benzol or mineral spirits. If a rapid-drying paint is desired, 
a quantity of resinous varnish may be added. The addition 
of Chinese wood oil and asbestine in a coal-tar paint made 
along the above lines will aid in producing a film that is not 
so subject to alligatoring when exposed to the sun. 

Bituminous paints of the above composition are used as 
coatings upon pipe-lines in acid factories, tanks containing 
dilute acids, metal submerged in water, and for other similar 
work. For such purposes it is generally advisable to first 
coat the metal with a thoroughly hard drying prime coating 
made by adding 2 lbs. of litharge to a prepared red lead or 
other rust-inhibitive paint. The bituminous paint may then 
be applied. Steel mine timbers subjected to sulphur water 
and gas reservoir tanks containing water, submerged lock 
gates, tunnel metal, etc., may be efficiently preserved from 
corrosion bv this method. 
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J'ainlinii Oalvanhcd Iron. — Metallic zinc is the most valli- 
;Uik- metal, from an ccunomtcal staiidpoint, tliat may lie used 
;is II protective coating on iron aiul steel. Mi)reover, it is 
«;i|i:ili.,' (if iirodncin;; l>y various |iroci;sses (Hot Dip, \'ajK»r, 
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expense, the zinc gradually disappearing as exposure to the 
weather continues. For this reason, and for the purpose of 
decoration, it is customary to paint articles made of galvanized 
iron, such as roofing, siding, railings, drain pipes, cornice 
work, etc. The smooth, spangled surface which is shown 
by many of these articles will unfortunately tend to prevent 
the adherence of even the best paints, and peeling may ulti- 




.-X shed of heavily ci>;ii(-d lin pl^ 
paintinf; ;i strijie across tl>^ middle 
painted section developed many rust 



mately result. This condition, however, is obviiited by first 
treating the galvanized iron before painting with a solution of 
copper salts, which may be prepared bj' dissolving 4 ounces of 
the chloride, acetate, or sulphate of copper in one gallon of 
water. By brushing on this solution the galvanized iron is 
roughened, a thin deix)sit of copper being plated out over the 
surface. .After an hour or so the surface may be dusted off 
and then painted with .t prepared metal paint. Red. white. 
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and blue leads; zinc oxide and chromate pigments: red and 
black iron oxides, and inert pigments are constituents of the 
higher grade prepared paints for priming or finishing metal 
surfaces. Such paints are also suited for use on metal 
shingles and pressed steel siding — black, galvanized, or tinned. 
Carbon paints are used only as finishing coats. 

Paintinij Tinned Surfaces. — Tin plate, such as is used for 
roofing and siding, will rapidly corrode unless coated with 
l>aint. Even the very best grades of heavily coated tin plate 
are su])ject to pin-holing, as it is practically impossible to 
uniformly coat the surface of iron with molten tin without 
leaving occasional imperfections which expose the base metal. 
These places furnish points of attack, serving as pockets to 
catch moisture which causes the formation of rapidly develop- 
ing rust spots. It is therefore good practice to paint tinned 
surfaces within a day or two after placement. r»efore apply- 
ing paint to the tin, it is advisable to rub the surface of the 
sheets with cotton waste saturated with benzine or turpentine. 
This treatment will remove the ])alm oil that may be present 
on the surface and allow the paint to firmly adhere. Red iron 
oxide paints in prei)are(l form, containing an inhibitive pig- 
ment, are widely used for preserving tin. The use of I5Vi' 
to 20' i of red lead, zinc oxide, or zinc chromate with a 
neutral bright iron oxide ])roduces an excellent grade of paint. 
The partial u>e of boiled linseed oil or kauri gum varnish 
will add to the gloss and water resistance. Kor dipping 
])urposes, turi)entine or high boiling-point mineral spirits 
should be used for thiiniing. The use of driers containing a 
low boiling-])nint benzine should be avoided. 
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MARINE PAINTS. 

One hundred tons of paint, costing approximately $25,000, 
represents the initial color requirements of a new battleship. 
The annual upkeep cost may even exceed this sum, since it is 
the custom to repaint different parts of a modem war vessel 
every three to six months. This would indicate an annual 
paint protection outlay of nearly a million dollars for our 
Navy. If to this sum we should add the cost of painting the 
thousands of lake boats, freighters, river steamers, and pleas- 
ure craft, a conception may be had of the importance of marine 
paints. While many different types of painting products are 
used on vessels, only those which find the most universal appli- 
cation will be discussed in the following paragraphs. 

Primer Paints. — The priming coat of paint upon steel ves- 
sels is the most important of all, since protection from cor- 
rosion is governed by the effect of the initial coating applied 
to the steel. Many thousand tons of red-lead paint are 
annually used for this purpose. At the present time most 
red-lead paints that are used for naval vessels come in pre- 
pared form ready for brushing, one of the most satisfactory 
being composed of two parts of red lead and one part of silica, 
ground in linseed oil, drier, and mineral spirits. Such a paint, 
if well made, will remain in prepared form in a can for a long 
period of time without showing any tendency to harden, even 
though the red lead should contain up to 12% of litharge. 

Bottom Paints, — Among the most important naval paints 
are those which are applied to protect the submerged parts of 
the hulls from corrosion or fouling by barnacles. The word 
"barnacle" is the popular name for that form of marine 
Crustacea of the order Cirripedia, which consists of a clamlike 
body lodged in a shell that is often formed in a series of rings 
or plates. They become attached and adhere with great 
tenacity to rocks, pilings, and vessels. When removed from 
a ship's bottom, the clamlike body will be found separated 
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from the paint film only by a thin, semi-calcareous membrane 
which undoubtedly would allow the passage of poisonous com- 
pounds contained in the film. Without anti-fouling paints 
the speed of vessels would be greatly retarded by the piling 
up of a thick incrustation of barnacles and attached sea grass. 
During the building of steel ships it is the practice, as shown 
above, to apply a coat of red* lead for protection from corrosion 
during the construction period. Any rust spots apparent are 
later on touched up and the whole under-water part im- 
mediately afterward coated with what is called an anti-cor- 
rosive marine paint. This is a light gray in color, and is 
made of metallic zinc, zinc oxide, alcohol, shellac, pine tar, 
and turpentine. Drying occurs soon after the paint is spread. 
A coat of red anti-fouling paint is then applied. This is 
composed of iron oxide, zinc oxide, mercuric oxide, alcohol, 
shellac, pine tar. and turpentine. l>y the use of such rapid- 
drying paints two coats may be applied to a docked vessel in 
a dav's time and the vessel made readv for entrance into the 
water. This saving of time is a valuable feature, but does 
not embody the real reason for using quick-drying shellac 
paints. It has been found that for under-sea exposure they 
are better suited than oil paints, since the latter become soft 
and peel oflF in sheets. On the other hand, shellac paints are 
not durable when exposed to the air. For instance, a vessel 
ander burden, coated with shellac bottom paint, when unloaded 
will present a large surface of the bottom paint to the air. 
Cracking and flaking of the hard film will quickly result. 

Examination of a new vessel after the first three months' 
sen ice will usually show that the shellac paint has given only 
fair service on account of the fact that it did not adhere prop- 
erly to the undercoating of red-lead-linseed oil primer paint. 
The entirely diflPerent characteristics of the two paints has 
prevented amalgamation of the films. Repainting is then 
resorted to, with the usual ships'-bottom shellac paints, and 
good service is usually obtained from then on. 

The writer has often doubted the efficiency of pine tar as 
a constituent of such paints, and suggested in place thereof, 
about two years ago, the water-white or amber-colored distil- 
late from turpentine known as pine oil. This has a boiling 
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point of over 200° C. ; is miscible with alcohol-shellac solu- 
tions; has a high solvent action, and dries to a semi-resinous 
film possessing considerable elasticity. In tests which were 
conducted, paints made with the usual pigments ground with 
shellac dissolved in a mixture of 4 parts of alcohol and t 
part of pine oil have demonstrated their sui>eriority over 
similar paints containing jnne tar. 



Toxii- {'.>iitiiiii.-iH.< .■/ li..ttoiii /'1I1H/.V.— Thf efficiency of 
various tii\k >nK>t;nut-. -mli as nunnrv aii<l oupjier, as con- 
stituent- uf sliip-'-lirittiiiii piiint-. lia\e fiirnietl tlic basis of 
many praclioal ti->i- lliat li;ivv lni-n larriiil cuit on steel plates 
and in actual praitiic upon vcs-t-K Mtrenric ihloridi-. when 
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ground in a paint, has been found highly toxic to barnacles, 
but oil account of its great solubility in water it is rapidly 
leached out of the film, which finally becomes inert Mercuric 
oxide, on the other hand, being a solid pigment that is sub- 




View of painteil i^U'el platt- afier allcrnaic expiisiiri- tr' s:ilt water 
and air. Paint on left-hand side contains excess pint tar anil is bailly 
fouled with barnacles. Paint on riglil does not contain jiiiii' lar and 
ii in excellent condition, considerinti lime and severity uf i'>:|>osnri.-. 

stantially inaoluble in water, has beeti found a more practical 
material to use for the toxic ingredient of marine paints. In 
the presence of sail water, and especially in the presence of 
other pigments which possibly are electro-negative to it, the 
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mercuric oxide reacts and mercuric chloride in small quantities 
may be formed. This jioisunous sah gradually t)ecomes avail- 
able as the film wears down during service, and sufficient 
amounts of the toxic salts arc evolved to have a very |>oisonous 
effect upon attached barnacles. (Ine objection, however, to the 
use of mercuric oxide has been its very high specific gravity, 
which causes it to subside in the containers in which the ]>aints 
;irc stori'l. I'liless -iicb ]iuiiits arc thurougbly ar'i carefully 




stirred lufurr iisc. sonic (larts nf a >hi|> ujion which lliey might 
lie ii-c<i w..nld bf c..atc<I with lilnis praclically free i.f niercuric 
nxiik-. wliik- uIIkt jinrls wunld lie i>aintcd with portions in 
which the mercuric oxiilc would be in cxci-^s of the amount 
necessary for good results. In iirder Ui nverciime this dif- 
ficulty, llic writer has suggested the u>c of \ari(ius mercury 
si)ai>s di>solvcd in iur])eiilinc or pine oil \\ hen such soaps 
are added lo a bottom paiiil. tbc mercury will Ite evenly dis- 
trilHite<l throughoui the m.iss and the •iillJing-out difficulty 
avoided. 

Copper <ixides ha\c also been used with considerable success 
in anii-fnuling paiiUs. the red (cupnmsi oxide being especially 
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toxic to marine animalculae. It should be remembered, how- 
ever, that red oxide of copper is electro-negative to iron, and 
if it should come in contact with the hull of the vessel at any 
point corrosion of the iron might be promoted. Copper soaps, 
soluble in turpentine products, might be used to advantage in 
•connection with mercury soaps. \ arious salts of arsenic and 
lead have also been used in anti-fouling paints, but their 
toxicity is apparently much less than that shown by mercury 
and copper compounds. The writer is at present experiment- 
ing with copper cyanide, which appears to have highly toxic 
properties. 

The function of zinc oxide or metallic zinc in bottom paints 
is one that has never received very much study. It is not 
thought that the zinc acts as a toxic substance, since it is 
weak in this character as compared to mercury or copper. It 
is apparent, however, that zinc pigments are best suited for 
the purpose, as practically all other types of pigments have 
been tried without marked success. It is well known that the 
value of zinc oxide in an exterior oil paint depends to some 
extent upon the hardness which it gives to a paint film. Since 
it has been found that bottom paints must produce a quick- 
drying, hard film, the efficiency of the pigment may depend on 
this characteristic. The function of the metallic zinc in the 
anti-corrosive paint may be of a like character, although it 
must be remembered that metallic zinc is electro-positive to 
'iron, and when placed in contact with an iron surface pro- 
tects the iron from corrosion, the zinc itself passing into 
solution. 

Color Effects and Invisibility. — The present red color of 
bottom paints, while quite satisfactory for ships that present 
an almost constant water line, should be changed to a dark 
gray if used for colliers or other vessels that are sometimes 
high in the water when unloaded. Such vessels are of greater 
beam at many of those points where the red under-water 
shellac paint is applied, and a red color could easily be dis- 
cerned from a hostile aeroplane at a great height, and would 
serve as a target during the dropping of bombs. 

Attempts have been made by foreign navies during the pres- 
ent war to disguise the appearance of their ships by paint- 
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iiig wave-like streaks on the bow and stern to simulate tlie aj>- 
pea ranee of water spray produced by fast -moving vessels, 
thus disguising the speed and making the vessels more de- 
ceptive targets. The problem of making a ship more invisible 
at a distance, through the use of certain dark-colored ]>aints, 
has also been given much consideration of late. It is thought 
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that a mottled effect, produced by making a patchwork of 
various colors, will prove effective for this purpose. The 
writer believes, however, that those light-absorbing colors 
should be used which present the lowest light-reflecting coeffici- 
ents. The results of a series of tests on the light-reflecting 
values of some colors are given in the chart on page 255. 
From a consideration of this chart, it would seem probable 
that various shades of gray, dark green, and blue could be 
used to the best advantage for this purpose, since these colors 
possess the greatest light-absorbing power and at the same 
time most closely approximate the colors shown by sea water 
when viewed from a distance. 

It must be remembered, however, that a ship that has been 
made invisible when looked at from a certain angle might be 
visible when observed from another angle. This teaches us 
that in designing war colors it is very important to consider 
the light-diffusing properties presented by different types of 
films. For instance, when paints made with linseed oil, as is 
the usual custom, are applied to a vessel, films possessing 
considerable gloss are produced, and they give intense reflec- 
tion of the light at certain angles, thus making the ships dis- 
cernible at a distance, especially on a bright day. It should 
be the practice, therefore, to apply paints containing consider- 
able volatile thinner which will effect the production of matt 
surface, light-diffusing films. In this connection an experi- 
ment was suggested by the writer three years ago, which 
might bei of interest to record. The experiment was made 
on the battleship "Kansas" to determine whether a flat, non- 
reflecting war color would give satisfactory service. The 
painting was done early in September, the ship being given 
one coat of color from the truck clear down to the water's 
edge. The paint was slightly darker than the ordinary stand- 
ard slate color. The work was started at 11 a. m., and 
finished early in the afternoon. At 5 p. m. ♦he paint was dry, 
and presented a perfectly flat or matt surface that did not re- 
flect the light in spots. This was considered as a distinct 
advantage in favor of such a paint. The composition of the 
color is given herewith : 
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Dead Flat Fiuish War Color. 

57.50' f Sublimed Blue Lead 

5.25'/c Zinc Oxide 

i.,\o'/f High-grade Carbon Black 

7.i<oVc Lithographic Linseed Oil Varnish 

2.(yoVc Kauri Gum Japan 

7.>k)*/f Mineral Spirits 

S2.2$^/c Paste, ground fine 

S2.2^*.f Paste, as above 
2.(rO*.t Mineral Spirits 
15.15'V Pure Spirit^ ai Turpentine 

100. 00' > 
Weight per gallon. 14' j pounds. 

Pigment 64.05*^ 

Tixed Oil 7 ^^r^ 

Drier 2.(io'/e 

Volatile M.ittrr -*5.55'^«^ 

A report ina<if two nioiitlis later 011 the condition of the ship 
showed that con>i<leral)le bleaching of the color had occurred, 
startin^^ at the water line and working up tiie sides, giving a 
somewhat streaked appearance. The durability was not as 
great as that shown by the ordinary standard war color, the 
salt water having vi>ibly affected the coating. It was then 
recognized that a paint of this type, containing such a ver>' 
low percentage oi binder (linseed oil) and such a very high 
percentage of volatile thinner w(Hild not be suitable for ex- 
terior marine exposure for a long period of time. It was de- 
cided, howexer. to freshen the paint by coating it with boiled 
linseed oil. which was applied with waste and rut>bcd in on 
>ecti«»n<. This rrino\r<l the effect of the salt water, and the 
shijj. after lia\ in;^ made passage to (leiioa. Italy, and hack to 
C'ldja. sluiWfd \ir\ few iljsinlorations. ami was a])parently 
in j^oimI condition, it has been >uggestetl that siicii a paint 
wnuld ]>rove \ery s:iti>f;ntory if reinforce<l with a slightly 
larger percentaj^e <if /.uw '>\ide in onler to prevent chalking: 
the a<l«lilion «if m<>re blai U to hohl the cnlor, and the use 
• "f Ir^s tiir]i(nline or ntlur \<»latile thinner. 
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lyatcr-lific Paints. — At the water line of a steei vessel there 
is a strip that is alternately exposed to sea water and the air. 
Such exposure, accompanied by the abrasive action of the 
water, makes this strip a point of most rapid attack. Paints 
that will last for months on other sections of a ship are de- 
stroyed in a few weeks when applied as boot-toj)ping ( water- 
line) colors. The paints now used for the purpose arc 
generally made of a mixture of iron oxide, zinc oxide, or 
lampblack, ground in a mixing varnish thinned with mineral 
spirits and drier. It is the vehicle, however, that requires 
most careful consideration in the design of such paints. Tung 
oil varnishes have been proposed on account of their water 
resistance, but they seem to show great peeling under the 
severe conditions of exposure. It is probable, however, that 
when mixed with certain bituminous compounds this tendency 
will be overcome, and a more suitable paint develoj)ed for the 
purpose. 

Cas-rcsisting Whites. — In harbors where the water becomes 
stagnant and contaminated with sewage or waste liquor, the 
hydrogen sulphide gas evolved rapidly darkens white paints 
such as are used upon the exteriors of the cabins of vessels. 
Such paints are used almost exclusively for the cabin work 
on the coastwise merdiant marine, and to a very great extent 
uiH)n the hulls of vessels that ply tropical waters. The selec- 
tion of a suitable paint that will be resistant to gas is an im- 
portant consideration. The writer has bad excellent results 
in tests made with a gloss white that has proved very resistant 
to exposure, and lia^ been found washable and durable. This 
paint \\:i^ i)rei»are(l from basic suli)liale white lead, zinc oxide, 
barium sulphate, sjliea. heavy-bodied linseed oil, refined lin- 
seed oil, turpentine, and drier. 

rrcsrr:'iiti(Hi of Tiinks. — Tank i)ainting presents one of the 
most ditVicnlt problems that have to be liandle<l by those in 
charge (»f a \essel. There are man\ kinds of tanks, and each 
re(|nire< the use of specially designed paints. In coating the 
trimming tank> of a shij) care nuist be (»bser\e<l in selecting 
paints which do not contain ra]»id evaporativcs such as benzme 
or benzol. The fumes of such paints cause the workmen to 
complain of headaches, dizziness, and burnnig of the skin. 
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Fatal results are apt to follow j)rolonged exposure to such 
conditions within close spaces. The compartments are dif- 
ficult of access, and cannot very well be supplied with ventila- 
tion except where air can be pumped in with portable blowers. 
Frequent rests in the open air and the use of paints thinned 
only with high boiling-point evajxjratives, such as mineral 
spirits, are to be advocated for such work. 

]>allast tanks for floating dry docks and other marine ves- 
sels need careful j)rotection. These large tanks, which are al- 
most completely filled with sea water when the docks are sub- 
merged, contain only about four feet of water when the docks 
are pumped to working level. Under these conditions, the 
remaining surfaces of the compartments became dry and hot 
when exposed to the sun. Rapid corrosion is apt to ensue un- 
less they are properly coated inside. There is much difficulty 
in painting these ballast tanks, as it is hard to get them dry, 
due to the difficulty of providing sufficient ventilation. Electric 
blowers may be installed for this purpose. Probably the 
most satisfactory treatment involves the use of a primer of 
red lead and a second coat of bituminous solution, followed 
by a very thick coating of bituminous enamel applied hot. 
The enamel used for this purpose generally contains over 50% 
of mineral fillers, such as Portland cement. 

Tanks that are used for the storage of fresh water for 
drinking purposes should be coated with paints that will not 
give a disagreeable odor or taste to the water or allow poison- 
ous compounds to be dissolved therein. It must be remem- 
l>ered that all linseed-oil compounds are soluble to some slight 
extent in water, and in going into solution carry along traces ot 
dissolved lead or zinc in organic combination, if lead or zinc 
pigments are contained in the paints. The lead compounds 
would be especially objectionable. A good hard drying kauri 
gum varnish may be used as the binder for a suitable paint, 
and. if desired, ordinary silica may be used for the pigment 
portion. This will form a perfectly transparent coating that 
is very water-resisting, Otlier water insoluble inert pigments 
could be used, as well as zinc oxide or lithopone, if color is 
desired, provided traces of zinc compounds in the water would 
not be considered as poisonous. 
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Interior Ship Paints. — The paints used on the interior of a 
battleship consist of lead pigments, zinc pigments, and color, 
ground in oils and varnishes to produce the various enamel, 
semi-gloss, or flat finishes that are desired. It is customary 
to repaint many of the interior surfaces every two or three 
months, in order to keep up a fresh, clean appearance. As a re- 
sult, there is piled up at the end of a few years dried paint coat- 
ings of from one-half to three-quarters of an inch in thick- 
ness. The writer was present when three old battleships that 
had been used in the Spanish war were being scraped from 
stem to stern of all finishes, inside and out. Compressed air 
chisels were used for this purpose and the old paint chips were 
piled up on the decks to a depth of from six inches to a foot 
in many places. The writer suggested that these films be saved 
rather than discarded, and, as a result, there was smelted 
therefrom many tons of metallic lead and zinc. This repre- 
sented the gradually accumulated excess burden that had been 
carried around by the ship for several years. 

It has been found that the great heat developed in compart- 
ments or other spaces during engagements by the explosion 
of shells containing **T. X. T.," causes the heavily piled up 
interior paints to give off fumes, due to the heating of the 
dried oil contained in the films. While the painted surface 
of course remains intact and does not ignite, it has been sug- 
gested that interior paints of even greater heat-resisting 
character, that could be removed by washing when soiled, 
and replaced by new coatings, thus preventing the piling 
up or thickening of films, might be develojK^d. I'nder such 
conditions it would, of course, be advisable, as at present, to 
keep the interior steel work ])rimed with a suitable rust pro- 
tective, which, when dry, could be coated with the fire-resist- 
ing com])oun(l. It is ])rol)able that this latter com()ound could 
be made of silicate ground with various white pigments. A 
rapid-drying white film would result, and it could l)e removed 
by scrubbing with water. Its heat resistance would be very 
great, provided it did not show cracking due to ap])lication over 
the metal primer. The practicability of u^^ing such a product 
must, however, be thoroughly detennined before recommenda- 
tions are made. 



Chapter X. 
ARLINGTON PAINT TESTS. 

The most extensive series of panel paint tests ever conducted 
were those located at the Experimental Farm of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture at Arlington, Va. At this place 
over one hundred white paints of different compositions, used 
upon lumber surfaces, were exposed in 19 12. The tests were 
located in the centre of farming lands, within close proximity 
to a river and a railroad. The exposure was therefore typical 
of that to which paint is subjected in most agricultural dis- 
tricts. The tests were under the supervision of the leading 
paint experts of the United States, acting as a committee 
representing the American Society for Testing Materials. 
Inspections of the tests wxre annually made and reported to 
the Society.* 

Soon after the paints were exposed rapid darkening of 
surface was shown by every paint which did not contain 
zinc oxide. In some cases the paints were discolored to 
such an extent that they presented a dark gray appearance. 
Careful examination of the surface with a magnifying glass 
disclosed the presence of very small particles of dried vegeta- 
tion, insects and plant pollen. It was quite apparent that the 
surfaces of the paints had remained soft and retained the 
particles of dry matter carried against them by the wind. 
The gradual accumulation of such particles was responsible 
for the darkened appearance of the paints. 

Over fifty of the paints used in the tests contained 25 per 
cent or more of zinc oxide. Every one of these zinc-contain- 
ing paints remained white and clean. The zinc pigment 
caused the paints to dry rapidly to a firm surface, resistant 
to soot or particles of other matter present in the air. 

Some of the tests cited above are depicted herewith. They 
forcibly illustrate the advisability of using zinc-containing 



* For ofBcial reports, see Proceedings of the American Society for 
Testing Materials, 191 2- 14- 
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paints ill the rural districts. In industrial communities, where 
the atmosphere is polhited with dust-laden ^moke, such paints 
arc an absolute necessity'. 

I'repared paints of the higher grade contain a substantial 
amount of zinc oxide mixed with white lead (corroded or 
sublimed). The inert pigments, such as silica, barytes. 




Microscopic view of lead |>aint whicli did nut contain zinc oxide- 
Softness of paint has caused llic retentioi: of dust, plant poilen and 
insects, giving darkened appearance tiv paint. 

asbestine, whiting, china clay. etc.. are used in moderate per- 
centages in some of these i)roducts. 

Such paints afford the maximum wear and present the best 
appearance in any climate. 

In the official report of the inspection committee of the 
American Society for Testing Materials, the following com- 
ments were made on the results of the abo\ e- described white- 
paint tests at .\rlington. 
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"* Results of Inspection. 

''Primary Pigments. — Panels Xos. loi to 103. inclusive, 
consist of the three types of basic-carbonate white lead. They 
show more or less checking which does not extend through 
all coats : they also have picked up some dirt. 

"Panels Xos. 104 and 105 are zinc oxide. They show 
extremely fine surface checking and are very clean. 

"Panel Xo. 106 is basic-sulphate white lead. It shows very 
fine surface checking and is very dirty. 

*" Panel Xo. 107. zinc-lead white, shows no checking and 
surface is very clean. 

''Binary C'omposition. — Panels Xos. joi to 2aS, inclusive, 
consist of So per cent, of basic-carbonate white lead and 20 
per cent, of one of the following pigments in the order named: 
zinc oxide, basic-sulphate white lead, silica, asbestine, China 
clay, calcium carbonate, calcium suli)hate and barium sulphate. 
While an effort has been made to differentiate between these 
panels, the differences are slight excejU in Xo. 201. which is 
clean and white with slight checking in marked contrast to 
the others, which are decidedly dirty ; Xo. 208 shows fine 
checking and has a medium clean surface. 

"Panels Xos. 2(x; to 2i(). inclusive, consist of 50 \yer cent, of 
basic lead carbonate and 50 ]>er cent, of one of the other pig- 
ments named in the group of .\o^. 201 to Ji'i^. inclusive. Here 
again tiie nii.xturc of basic-carbonate white lead and zuic 
oxide shows biU fnie checking and the snrface is clean. 
l*anel No. 210. composed of basic-carbonate and basic- 
suli)hate white lead, sliows no checking with a medium clean 
surfaci'. while tlie others show a tendency to pick up dirt lo 
a greater or less degree. 

"Panels Xos. 217 to Ji^). inclusive, consist of (k) per cent, 
of basic-carbonate white lead and 40 per cent, of French 
IVoce^s zinc oxide. American Process zinc oxi<le and basic- 
sulphate white lead. The two panels ma<le up with white lead 
and the two zinc oxides show very fine checking, but are white 
and clean, while the combination with ba>ic-carbonate white 
lead and basic-sulphate white lead show< marked checking 
and is rather dirt v. 
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•*No formula is given for panel Xo. 220. 

"Panels Xos. 221 to 227, inclusive, consist of 50 per cent, 
of American Process zinc oxide and 50 per cent, of one of 
the following pigments in the order named : basic-sulphate 
white lead, silica, asbestine, China clay, calcium sulphate, 
calcium carbonate and barium sulphate. This series is 
characterized by a clean, white surface and in general by 
an absence of checking. 

**Panels Nos. 228 to 233, inclusive, consist of 50 per cent, 
of basic-sulphate white lead and 50 per cent, of one of the 
following pigments in the order named: silica, asbestine, 
China clay, calcium carbonate, calcium sulphate and barium 
sulphate. They are characterized by a dirty surface and a 
marked tendency to check. 

"Panels Xos. 234 and 235 consist of 60 per cent, of French 
and American Process zinc oxide and 40 i>er cent, of basic- 
carbonate white lead. They are very clean, but shcrw some 
fine checking. 

''Ternary Composition. — Panels Xos. 301 to 307, inclusive, 
consist of 2>2> 1^3 P^"* cent, of basic-carbonate white lead, 
33 1/3 per cent, of zinc oxide and 33 1/3 per cent, of one of 
the following pigments in the order named : basic-sulphate 
white lead, silica, asbestine, China clay, calcium carbonate, 
calicum sulphate and barium sulphate. This group is 
characterized by the absence of checking or fine checking and 
has a clean, white surface. 

"Panels Nos. 308 to 314, inclusive, consist of 50 per cent. 
of basic-carbonate white lead, 25 per cent, of zinc oxide and 
25 per cent, of one of the pigments named in the group 
Nos. 301 to 307. inclusive. These panels are in the same 
general condition as the group of Xos. 301 to 307, inclusive. 

"Panels Nos. 315 to 321, inclusive, consist of 25 per cent, 
of basic-carbonate white lead. 30 per cent, of zinc oxide 
and 25 per cent, of one of the pigments named above. This 
group shows no checking or very fine checking with a very 
clean, white surface. 

"Panels Xos. 322 to 328, inclusive, consist of 25 i)er cent, 
of basic-carbonate white lead, 25 per cent, zinc oxide and 50 
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per cent, of one of the pigments named above. Their condi- 
tion is practically identical with group Xos. 315 to 321, in- 
clusive. 

**Panels Xos. 329 to 334, inclusive, consist of 33 i 3 i>cr 
cent, of basic-sulphate white lead, 33 1/3 per cent, of zinc 
oxide and 33 1/3 per cent, of one of the following pigments 
in the order named: silica, asbestine, china day, calcium 
carbonate, calcium sulphate and barium sulphate. This 
group shows no checking and a very clean, white sur- 
face, except panel Xo. 333, which shows a small amount of 
dirt. 

"Panels Xos. 335 to 340, inclusive, consist of 50 per cent, 
of basic-sulphate white lead, 25 per cent, of zinc oxide and 
25 per cent, of one of the i)ignients named in the group of 
Xos. 329 to 334. inclusive, and their condition is practically 
the same as that group. 

** Panels Xos. 341 to 346. inclusive, consist of 25 per 
cent, of ba^ic-sulphatc white lead, 50 per cent, of zinc oxide 
and 25 per cent, of one of the pigments named in the group 
of Xos. Tfji) to 334. inclusive, and their condition is practically 
the same as that grouj). 

*' Panels .Xos. 347 to ^^^2, inclusive, consist of 33 I 3 per 
cent, of basic-carbonate white lead, 7^7, i 3 per cent, of basic- 
sulphate white lead and t^t^ i 3 per cent, of one of the follow- 
ing pigments in llic order named : silica, asbestine, china 
day, calcium carbonate, calcium sulphate and barium sulphate 
They show more or less checking with dirty surface. 

"Panels Xos. t^z,}^ to 358. inclusive, consist of 50 per cent, 
of basic-carbonate white lead. 23 per cent, of basic-sulphate 
white lead and 2^ per cent, of one of the [)igments named in 
group of Xos. 347 to 7,^2, inclusive, and their condition is 
about the same as that grouj). 

"Panels Xos. T^^i) to 364. inclusive, consist of 23 per cent, 
of basic-carbonate white lead. 30 i)er cent, basic-sulphate 
white lead and 23 i)er cent, of one of the pigments named 
in group of Xos. 347 to 332, inclusive. Their condition is 
about the same as that group. 

"'Panels Xos. 303 to 370. inclusive, consist of 23 per cent. 
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of basic-carbonate white lead, 25 per cent, of basic-sulphate 
white lead and 50 per cent, of one of the pigments named in 
group Nos. 347 to 352, inclusive, and their condition is 
practically the same as that group. 

''Quaternary Composition. — Panels Xos. 401 to 406, in- 
clusive, consist of 25 per cent, of basic-carbonate white lead, 
25 per cent, zinc oxide, 25 per cent, of basic-sulphate white 
lead and 25 per cent, of one of the following pigments in the 
order named: silica, asbestine, china clay, calcium carbonate, 
calcium sulphate and barium sulphate. The condition of the 
group is characterized by an absence of checking or cracking 
and a clean, white surface. 

'^Summary. — While conclusions are not warranted from a 
series of incomplete exposure tests such as these, certain indi- 
cations are very evident from an inspection of these oanels, 
which have been exposed to normal atmospheric conditions for 
about 15 months, especially when their conditions are com- 
pared on the basis of their volume composition. 

"On this basis none of the paints composed of a single 
primary pigment are equal to the paints made up with com- 
posite pigments except zinc-lead white, which is actually a 
composite pigment. 

"In the binary and ternary series the groups containing 
zinc oxide show less cracking and checking and a whiter and 
cleaner surface than those groups in which it is absent. 

"The present conditions also seem to warrant the statement 
that the quaternary series is in the best condition of any of the 
panels included in the test." 



Chaptkr XI. 
OBSERVATIONS ON PAINTKD LUMBKR. 

Obsen*ations on the Close Relationship Bettveen Lumber 
and Paint. — During the last few years the writer has visitetl 
mines from which are obtained the crude ores used for pig- 
ment manufacture, and has made inspection trips through 
the factories where the lead and zinc pigments, the inert pig- 
ments, and the dry colors are prepared from raw materials. 
From thirty to sixty thousand tons of dry pigment are an- 
nually produced by several of these factories. When to this 
enormous amount of pigment there is added the sixty-odd 
million gallons of linseed oil produced from the flax grown in 
the northwestern section of this country, and the thirtv-odd 
million gallons of turpentine distilled from the oleo-resins 
of our native Southern pine, one can conceive of the immensity 
of the paint industry and the cost to the American public of 
keeping its property well painted. This cost represents, how- 
ever, less than one per cent of the loss that would be oc- 
casioned if property should be left in an unpainted condi- 
tion. The use of paint should, therefore, be considered as an 
economy of the first order. 

The structural materials expert will admit that nearly all 
kinds of building materials (cement, iron, and wood), require 
that decoration or protection which is obtainable only through 
the use of paint. This is especially true of lumber, the paint- 
ing of which is to be discussed below. The advocates of this 
material advance as one of their arguments for its continue<l 
use. the fact that frame dwellings are generally lower in cost 
than those made of brick or cement, and. therefore, within the 
reach of the average person. They also <tate that concrete 
(unpainted ) is not moisture-proof an<l of a most unpleasing 
cast as contrasted with the highly decorative ap|)earance of 
painted wooden bouses, which will generall\ last for a hundre<l 
years or longer, provided a coat of paint is applied every five 
or six years. Such statements as to the durability of painted 
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wood are founded upon fact, for tests have shown that 
moisture and fungi, the two most active agents of wood de- 
cay, are kept from the wood by the seaMng action of paint. 
That the continued use of woo<l for the constmciion of dwell- 






sion of boarils a 

ings should not, therefore, be discouragcil. is the opinion held 
by many. 

The weather-boarding, sheathing, sills, and other exposed 
portions of frame dwellings, as well as the lie;ivy joists, stud- 
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<ling. and uprifjlits usod tor intoricir construction work in inills, 
is usually cut from the softer types of wood. These are |»ro- 
<luced by Mich needle-leaved trees as the pine, tir, spruce, ami 
cypress, it is to the character of such wcmmIs that the housc- 
I)ainter must j^ive his hest thouj^ht. The interior \voo«len trim 
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l'i»riur ••: ;».ii»''iil \\U\\' jihh |i,r'i ! ixji..^ <i tliri i iip'titli". l'*x|>aiiNion 
ii li ,ir'U li.i" ■Ii««li:i1i' '1 .ilii:niiHiii .ii ili;i:^. ■ii.il M.K-k stripr. 

i»! iuan\ huildinj^'> i-^ v ui fmni ihr 1um\ iir. hardt-r wood^. j^rown 
1»\ such lirn.nl-leavrd trrr> a«» thr walnut. i»ak. maple, and 
ash. Thr "-tainin;; i»r \arni^hinj^' it\ ^\wh wmids cttnstilutc a 
pr«il)!rm iha! i^* imt ciniNitlrn-d in this chapti-r. 
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Observations on the Seasoning of Lumber and Its Con- 
tributory Effect nf'on the Durability of Paints. — (Ine of the 
chief re(iuisites to a successful job of |>aintiiig is well- sea soiled 
lumber. Such lumber is not only stronger, but in a much 
more receptive coudition for paint. That paints which are 
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View of painlcd panel exposed twct years. Three coats of pnini haii 
been applied without allowing sufficient time for thorough hardening! 
OT weathering. The surface 5li»»-s small pits consisting of concentric 
rings, which resemble the effect of hail or bird shot, hut are due to the 
brittle nature of resin that has oozed out of small resin ducts in the 

deficient in elasticity are affected by the volume changes t?.k 
iug place in partially seasoned lumber has often been re- 
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ferred to in the bulletins of the Scientific Section. Several 
examples of such changes taking place in panels which had 
been given three coats of paint were noticed by the writer dur- 
ing the summer of 1914, and have been recorded in Figures 
I and II. An expansion of nearly one-half inch on a three- 
foot white-j)ine panel is shown in Fig. I. In Fig. II an ex- 
pansion of three-eighths inch on the same sizetl ])anel is shown 
in three month's time. It is apparent that among the volume 
changes of wood, which are responsible for the failure of 
inelastic paints, expansion is quite as imix)rtant a factor as 
contraction. 

it is well known that the seasoning of lumber is influenced 
by many factors. In warm dry climates it is rapid. In cold 
and damp climates it is slow. There are artificial methods 
of accelerating the seasoning, among which may be mentioned 
the old method of rafting lumber. By this process much of 
the sap and resin contained in the wood was removed by the 
action of the wat»T, thus pniducing a more porous grade of 
wood which seasoned rai)idly and atVorded an excellent sur- 
face for painting. The kiln-drying of luml)er may also l)e citetl 
as an artificial nictliod of seasoning and incidentally it may ?ie 
well to refer to the fact that the durability of carriage and 
coach painting is due lo ihc moisture- free conditicm of such 
wiMul. which consevjuently is not subject t(» further change 
in volume. W hen paini i^ applied, it i< ni)t exiM>sed to the 
siraniN and stresses which nnght doxelop if applied lo a wockI 
contamini; a liiijh |KTCcnta.i:c of water. It nuist l>e remem- 
bned. howcxcr. that kiln-drie<l limber is not used for 
stuutural work. an*l that the purpose «»t ihi^ pajKT is to treat 
o! oidniat\ .lir >ca>o!KMl wootl. 

riu' hnnbei expert reo« -ionizes water in wt><xl a> existing 
Ml two I » inns u\ liu- oell walU and in tlie |M>res. It is known 
ihdl the lue water ni the jH»re< is larijelN elimmaled by the 
itNci.i^e penod oi air v^asonni^ witiMul much change in the 
hinibei Still lutilur ^-ja^^oinnv: eliinnaies Mtnie of the 
nioi-.luu ni ilie cell walU. and. a^ a result. M>me slight shrink- 
,\y^% \\\.\\ l.ik* pl.ue in the wo. kI l.umKr reasoned lo this 
s shut \ ol xinnsc. in the 1110^: 'cwplive corulition for {KlinU 
.« . II ill»«\\ d» \ p |Hnelialu»M of the vrinuni: I'tjUids which form 
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the bonding coat. It is, however, bad practice to allow frame 
structures a long period of seasoning before painting. The 
very purpose of applying paint to timber is to prevent the 
accumulation of dirt and to protect the wood from the destroy- 
ing fungi that assert their presence in the form of deep-seated 
stains. It is advisable, therefore, to apply a thin priming coat 
and a medium body coat of paint to all wooden stnictures im 
mediately after erection. If these coats are thin, well brushed 
out and allowed sufficient time to dry, the wood will be coated 
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Paini test fence of cypress boards erected Seplcmber 20, 191Z, in 
St. Louis, to test the effects of various paints on cypress lumt>er. ELach 
row represents one cypress board cut into sixteen panels — each panel 
painted with a different paint ; this test made under the auspices of 
the Southern Cypress Manufacturers' Association. 

with a film possessing valve action. Moisture from the out- 
side will be denied ready entrance, but moisture in the \voo<l 
will be allowed to escape freely during dry weather. The ac- 
tion of the sun will, moreover, bring to the surface, without 
causing bad effects, any resin or sap which might be present 
in the surface of the wood. From four to six months' ex 
posure will generally be found sufficient to weather out all of 
the objectionable contents of the lumber. It should then re- 
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ceive two more coats of paint. Even ihe most oily or resinous 
types of wood may be successfully painted in this fashion, 
without fear of subsequent bad effects. As an instance of the 
durability to be obtained by such treatment, it is proper to 
refer to a series of white-paint tests (Fig. 72) conducted on 




^1 siirfai't-. Paint applied did 
list and tacky tilni. 

cypress panels at St. Louis.* Some of these [lanels were 
given one coat and some two coals of paint, subsequently al- 
lowing a long period of weathering. .\ recent examinalion 



• See Circular 31, Educ 
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of the panels showed a total absence of i>eeling, cracking or 
other defects found in painting cypress and other so-ca!le<l 
refractory woods. A perfect repainting surface was pre- 
sented. 

Observations on Tinted Paints Af>f>liecl to C\f*ress. — While 
on the subject of cypress, it might l>e well to refer to a series <»f 
tests conducted at Washington, which have weathered for 
three years. The panels were allowed to dry for a period 
of ten days between coats, thus obtaining thoroughly hardened 
films of paint. Large percentages of thinners were used in 
the priming coats. Paints of the same comjKisition for each 
panel, but colored to various tints, were applied. The ap- 
pearance of two of the panels is shown in Fig. 73. While 
both single and combination pigment paints are still in good 
condition, it is (juite apparent that the latter type is much 
cleaner and that tiie tints are brighter. 

IJenzol and turpentine apparently are the best diluents to 
use in the priming coats of paint to be applied to cypress or 
similar woods. This is not only shown by these tests, but 
also bv a recent examination of the oleo-resin contained in 
cypress. This product, which has been tenued "Cypressine," 
was obtained from Dr. llermann \'on Schrenk. During the 
kiln-drying of some cypress wood, the heat was sufficient to 
distill from the wood vai)ors which escaped at cracks in 
the oven and became chilled, depositing as a sticky mass upon 
the outside. Chemical analysis of this product indicated an 
acid value of 42, which is less than one-third the acid value 
of vellow-pine resin. W liereas ordinarv resin is soluble in 
most of the organic solvents used as j)aint thinners, "Cypres- 
sine" was found soluble only in acetone, ether. l>enzol. grain 
alcohol, wood alcohol, and turpentine. ( )f the al)ove solvents 
which could be used in a j)ai!it, benzol had the greatest effect 
in the cold. The fact that the alcohols are good solvents for 
"Cypressine" would indicate their value as the vehicle for 
aniline stains to be apj)lie<l to cy])ress paneling or similar 
interior finish, l^'or oil finishing, benzol would be the pre- 
ferable diluent. 

Observations on Mildei^.ed Surfaces and the Inhibitimj Ae- 
tion of larious I'nn(jieides. — The above discussion naturally 
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leads to a consideration of the causes and methods for the 
prevention of that typ)e of fungous substance sometimes noticed 
upon wooden surfaces exposed in damp, warm climates and 
referred to by the painter as "mildew." The dried oil of a 
paint may under some conditions present a surface which af- 
fords a lodging place for fungi deposited by water or dust or 
which may be present in the oil itself, if of an infected variety. 
The writer has found mildew only on paints which present 
soft chalky films. Such paints act like fly paper in catching 
wind-blown matter from decayed and dried vegetation. It 
is such matter that contains the fungous spores which are 
responsible for the spotted growths referred to. The cure 
for this condition is to use hard-drying paints that remain 
smooth and clean. Prepared paints made upon a lead and 
zinc base are indicated for this purpose. 

It has previously been proposed to add mercuric chloride 
(corrosive sublimate) or mercurous chloride (calomel) to 
single-pigment paints that are used in those localities where 
mildew is apt to occur. Either of these salts may he ground 
in a porcelain mortar in linseed oil to a smooth paste and 
added in small percentage to a finishing coat of paint just be- 
fore use. With oil, these poisonous substances form a trans- 
parent mass like inert pigments. The writer has obtained 
successful results with the sulphate of mercury, which grinds 
in oil to a more opaque mass. Probably the most efficient 
fungicide is mercuric cyanide, but it is a most poisonous com- 
]>ound to work with. It is well to point out a", this juncture 
that the sulphate of mercury and calomel, on account of their 
insoluble nature, are much less poisonous than corrosive subli- 
mate, and, therefore, safer to have around a ])aint shop. It 
is better to have all such compounds ground in oil rather than 
to keep them around in dry form. 

In an attempt to determine the relative toxicity of various 
chemicals as preventives of mildew, the writer conducted a 
series of small painted-panel tests. The panels were first 
primed with a coat of lead in oil and finished with the same 
paint to which had been added 2 per cent of one of the fol- 
lowing ingredients mixed in oil : Bichloride of Mercury, 
Calomel, Sodium Arsenate, Hariuni Fluoride, Lead Acetate. 
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Zinc Chloride, Mercury Soap (linoleate), Barium Soap (tun- 
gate). One panel was included, coated with paint that did 
not contain a fungicide. Another panel was coated with a 
paint made up with a sample of infected linseed oil, contain- 
ing a large percentage of foots. The finished panels were 
dried for two weeks and then placed in a special double-walled 
constant-temperature cabinet (see Fig. 8i ). Moisture was 
supplied by placing water in a pan in the bottom of the cal)i- 
net. A constant temperature of ioo° F. was maintained by 
the use of electric lights controlled by a thermostat. The 
temperature was recorded on a Bristol recording instrument. 
Diffused light was supplied through the glass in the front and 
back of the cabinet. Upon one end of tlie painted panels 
were sprinkled a few drops of water containing green mold 
that had been cultivated upon agar. Upon the other end were 
sprinkled a few drops of water containing a dark, wood-de- 
stroying mold. The panels were then subjected to all the con- 
ditions which tend toward the rapid production of mildew, 
the moisture-saturated air being constantly kept in a warm 
condition, only diflFused light being allowed in the cabinet. A 
period of a month's exposure in the cabinet was insufficient 
to cause the development of any marked fungous growth, al- 
though some panels showed discoloration, especially those 
coated with the infected oil paints. These tests will be con- 
tinued and reported upon later. 

Observations on the Xecessity of Painting Interior Mill 
Construction. — ^Throughout New England and many sections 
of the countr>', textile mills and industrial plants of different 
types are built with standard mill construction, using heavy 
timbers of yellow pine or other suitable woods for the columns, 
girders, etc. In dye houses and in certain finishing rooms of 
some of these factories, the temperature is high and the air 
is saturated with moisture. Such conditions arc ideal for 
the encouragement of fungous growth, and as a result the mill 
timbers, if unprotected, may be rapidly attacked. Even if 
fungi are absent, the action of the steam-saturated air is often 
evidenced in a most positive manner. Such effects may be 
prevented by the application of suitable oil paints which pro- 
tect the wood, by excluding the moisture and wood-destroy- 
ing fungi. 



l62 PAIXT RESEARCHES. 

That fungi may already be present upon the surface of 
uiipainted wood that has been thus exposed in an unpainted 
condition, and that such fungi may slowly develop under a 
])aint coating, is quite possible. In such cases it might be 
advisable to use, before painting, a wash which will destroy 
or retard the growth of the fungi. As an indication of the 
value of i)reservatives and the long life to be expected of 
j)rescrvcd wood, it is only necessary to refer to the statement 
that the wooden piling used in the wharves at southern sea- 
l)orts would be destroyed by marine borers and similar 
organisms in a year's time, if left unprotected. By impreca- 
tion with creosote, they will last twenty years or more. It is 
probable that zinc chloride would be quite as effective as 
creosote for this i)uri)osc, were it not for the fact that it is a 
water-soluble salt and would be leached out from the wood. 
If, however, a i)rotcctive paint should l>e applied over the 
zinc-impregnated i)iles, they would probably last as long as the 
creosoted piling, provided a paint could be developed which 
would resist the action of the water for that period of time. 
In a factory, we do not have such severe conditions to contend 
with, and the usual high-grade oil paints may be used with 
most successful results. The question here involved relates, 
therefore, to the most efticient fungicidal wash for use upon 
the timber previous to the use of paint, assuming that the 
timber is not (►f the inii)regnated type and that some treatment 
is nece>sarv. In a series of tests made bv Weiss* small sec- 
tions of wood were inij)reg!iate(l with different wood presen'a- 
tives. ])aintecl white and then exposed in a fungus pit. After 
a period of one month bad discoloration was shown by the 
boards inij)reg!iatcd with tar or creosote oils. This would 
naturally be exj)ected, for such oils have a solvent action 
upon linseed-oil ])aints and bleed through as a dark discolora- 
tion. Zinc chloride, zinc *<ulpliate. and sodiiun chloride gave 
good results, no discoloration being shown. It is apparent 
from these tests that we should look toward the use of an 
inorganic water-soluble salt which will not adversely affect 
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subsequently applied paints. The results of a series of tests 
just completed by the writer indicate that there are many 
chemical salts having marked fungicidal properties, which 
might be used for this purpose. Among the salts tested were 
Bicarbonate of Soda, Sodium Arsenate, Bichloride of Mer- 
cury, Lead Acetate, Barium Chloride, Zinc Chloride, Ammo- 
nium Fluoride, Copper Chloride, and Potassium Bichromate. 
Pure, colorless cresol crystals were also tested. Five per cent 
solutions of these substances were applied to separate boards 
which were then given three coats of paint. The boards were 
exposed in a damp closet heated to ioo° F. for a period of 
three weeks. They were then placed on the roof of the labora- 
tory, facing the sun, for an additional period of two weeks. 
During part of this time they were covered with ice and snow. 
Examination did not show peeling or any other bad effects. 
Although some discoloration of the priming coat was noticed 
when the first coat of paint was applied to the panels treated 
with copper and chromium salts, this discoloration was not 
shown in the third coat, even after exposure. Nevertheless, 
it would probably be safer to use one of the colorless salts 
which would not react with the pigment in the paint. Promi- 
nent among these could be mentioned sodium fluoride. A five 
per cent solution (5 pounds to 14 gallons of water) could be 
prepared and brushed onto the wood with a wide brush. 
After drying for a day or so, the paint might be applied. In- 
asmuch as the above-named salts act as fire retardants, their 
use would accomplish a double purpose, especially if used in 
greater concentration. For the usual grade of prepared paint, 
as it comes from the barrel or can, the writer would recom- 
mend the addition of three pints of turpentine or benzol to 
the gallon, when used for the priming coat on such work. 
This will result in a good foundation and give a hard bond- 
ing coat upon which to apply the finishing coats of paint. 

Observations on the Absorptive Character of Various Paint 
Films. — A simple experiment may be made, to show the 
character of a paint coating that has weathered for a con- 
siderable period of time, by driving an iron nail into the 
painted wood. After a month or so. the iron nail will pro- 
duce considerable rust. A paint made of lead, on account of 
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its soft and rather porous nature, will absorb the rust from the 
nail as it is formed. Sanding of this surface will show the 
rust permeated deeply through the film toward the wood. A 
paint made of zinc, on account of its hard and imper\'ious sur- 
face, will not absorb the iron rust, which will run from the 
nail head as a light colored streak easily removed by light sand- 
ing. This same condition of film may also be shown by 
drawing a line upon the weathered paint surface with a foun- 
tain pen. A lead film will act like a piece of soft absorptive 
blotting paper, and the ink will spread out to a wide mark. A 
zinc film will act like a piece of highly-coated glazed pa])er. and 
the line will not spread. These tests and others are often used 
by the writer when examining an old painted surface. While 
of some minor use for that ])urix)se, their chief virtue must be 
recognized in the lesson which they teach ; namely, that a 
paint made wholly of lead is soft and porous, while one made 
wholly of zinc is hard and apt to be brittle. These defects 
are not shown by paints made of a mixture of the lead and 
zinc pigments, with or without a moderate percentage of the 
inert pigments. 

Obsen^ations on Painted Surfaces F^x posed to the Effect 
of Gases Evolved by Polluted Rivers. — During the latter part 
of November, 1914, the writer was invited by a friend to spend 
a day at Passaic, X. J., a town noted for its silk-dyeing and 
fabric-finishing industries, with the object of studying the 
wearing of paint in that community. Coming into the town, 
the train passed over a black-colored stream, the Passaic River, 
which gave forth a very unpleasant odor. I was informed 
that during the summer months the river pollution was great- 
est and at such times large quantities of hydrogen-sulphide 
gas were evolved. During an automobile trip along the river 
bank, hundreds of frame buildings were passed, nearly all 
of which were in a most unsightly condition. Painted sur- 
faces which were white at one time had become dark and 
gloomy in appearance. That this condition was not due to 
the ravages of the elements was shown by the fact that com- 
paratively new structures were as bad as the older ones. It 
was ver\' evident that the hydrogen-sulphide gas from the 
river was responsible for the effect. The tour of examine- 
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tion led us to many parts of the city, and hundreds of dark- 
ened buildings were viewed, their aspect of decay pervading 
the whole community. 

It was apparent that the action was most se\'ere upon 
freshly-painted surfaces. Upon these could be seen large 
areas coated with a bluish-black deposit possessing a metal- 




lic lustre similar to that shown by a higlilv-polished stove 
or a well-blued steel rifle barrel. Iletween the darkened 
areas, sections were noticed which had not been affected lo 
any great extent, the whole presenting a peculiar mottled ap- 
pearance. .\n e.xplanation of this peculiar ctTcct was af- 
forded by a recently primed fence vvliich was spotted m an 
extravagent fashion. Close examination of the priming coat 
of paint showed that the darkening had not occurred to as 
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great an extent upon the hard sections, where the paint was 
applied over knots and consequently dried with a gloss. The 
greatest darkening was indicated at the soft, rough sections 
of the wood where the oil from the paint was absorbed, 
leaving a coating of dry lead pigment that had but bttle binder. 
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The gas, of course, attacked the drier sections of the paint 
with great rapidity, having more difficulty in reaching the 
lead pigment that was protected by a glossy coating of oil. 
I was informed that the black sulphide of lead upon the painted 
surfaces would oxidize during the winter months to the white 
sulphate of lead, and that this product is not attacked to such 
an extent upon further exposure as the original fresh coat- 
ing of carbonate of lead. The oxidation, however, would 
probably be incomplete, and in such event would constitute 
another factor to account for the spotted or mottled condition 
shown by the houses. 

During the inspection trip we came upon one house, the 
trim of which had been painted white. Xo darkening or 
discoloration of the paint was evident. Inquiry develop)ed 
the information that a prepared paint containing zinc had been 
used upon the trim, but a sample of the paint was not avail- 
able, and the writer could not, therefore, determine what 
percentage of zinc had been used. It was apparent, however, 
that the addition of zinc to a lead paint, produced a film that 
was harder and less acted upon by the gas. It is also probable 
that the zinc added to the gloss of the coating, and thus made 
it more resistant to attack. It is well known that zinc white 
is not affected by hydrogen sulphide, and its use should, there- 
fore, help to solve the question of keeping paint white in 
industrial centers. It has been shown, however, that zinc 
cannot be used alone with satisfactory results. That its use 
in combination with lead will minimize the action of sulphide 
gas, is indicated by a series of tests recently made by the 
writer. These tests were made upon a number of white- 
pine panels which were coated with three coats of white paint, 
allowing a week between coats for drying and four weeks for 
hardening of the final coat. The panels were placed in a 
double-walled constant-temperature box, shown in Fig. 81. 
The temperature was maintained at about 100° F. and the 
air was saturated with moisture from a pan of water below 
the [)anels. A slow stream of hydrogen-sulphide gas was 
generated outside the box, in a Kipp generator, and passed 
into the box over the surface of the water. After passing 
through the box for two minutes the panels were removed 
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and pbologra|ihed. The results of the test are vividly shown 
in Fig. 82. It is a|>|>arent from these tests that 10 per cent of 
zinc in ihe final coat of paint is not sufficient to materially pre- 
vent the darkening action of ihe gas. It is shown, however. 
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the action of the nas npon ilic li-ad pigment. A paint of similar 
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two nientionc<l paints >luiwe(l -cmie -lit;lil darkening in this 
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severe test, it is probable that they would not have shown as 
much under actual exposure at Passaic or similar places. 

Observations on Painted Lumber Exposed in Industrial 
Communities to the Effects of Smoke, Soot^ and Gases. — The 
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darkening of paints exposed in large industrial cities, such as 
Pittsburgh, has presented a problem which the writer has 
given considerable study. In a paper entitled "The Economic 
Cost of the Smoke Nuisance in Pittsburgh,"* it is slated that 
"Houses in Pittsburgh, for the sake of appearances, must be 
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repainted twice as often as in other cities." It is a fact, how- 
ever, that frequent repainting usually arises from a desire to 
improve the appearance of structures and not on account of 
actual decay of the paint. It is also probalile that stone and 
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of the soot. Some panels of wood painted seven years ago 
were recently examined by the writer. The paint was found 
to be in good condition and giving efficient protection to 
the wood. It is probable that soot protects the paint from 
the destructive action of the active rays of the sun. This 
would also indicate that such paints might afford a lodging 
place for fungi which grow in the absence of direct sunlight. 
From these considerations it would seem advisable that Pitts- 
burghers should either repaint their homes as often as is 
necessary in order to keep them clean and bright, or that 
they should use paints which are less subject to darkening. 

Among the paints exposed on the Pittsburgh test fence, a 
considerable difference was early shown in the resistance 
of the various pigments to the accumulation of soot. Those 
single-pigment paints which weathered to a soft, rough sur- 
face, became very dark within a short time, the rough sur- 
face offering a good holding place for deposits of soot and 
tar, which later on hardened to an un washable surface. The 
paints which contained lead mixed with zinc or other pig- 
ments dried to harder and more glossy films. Many of these 
paints did not retain as much dust, or, at least, were washed 
fairly free of dust by the action of rains. 

The writer was at one time of the belief that the dark- 
ening of paints at Pittsburgh was due to the action of hydrogen - 
sulphide gas. Although such gas is probably present in the 
Pittsburgh atmosphere to some minor extent, more recent 
tests have shown that the real action is caused by sulphur 
dioxide gas and to the accumulation of soot, carbon, and 
similar organic matter contained in smoke. In 1910 the writer 
and J. A. Schaeffer, then assistant professor of chemistry at 
the Carnegie Technical Schools, and Prof. K. K. Stevens of 
the same place made an investigation to determine the nature 
of the black deposit found on some of the paint tests on the 
fence at the rear of the athletic field. After a period of dry 
weather, the samples were taken. This was accomplished by 
light rubbing of the darkened surface of each partel with clean 
new sponges wetted with distilled water. The sponges were 
squeezed into clean glass beakers. The contents of each beaker 
was evaporated to a dry condition and analyzed. In our pre- 
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liniinarv examination carbonaceous matter, iron oxide and sul- 
phur compounds were found present. In a more recent exam- 
ination Stevens* reports the following analyses of the washings 
from some of the panels : 

Analyses of Surfaces of White Paints Exposed at Pittsbtirgh. 

Changes Caused by the Action of Acid Gases Are Recorded 
and Amounts of Soot Retained by Surfaces Are Shown. 

T.M'.i.i: 12. 



Panel N«i 



N l>It W-I7H I \V-36 W-38 



Originul 
(^oni pewit ion. 



Wliite Ixjftil-Hasic Carl)<)nate 
Wliite Lead-Basic Sulpliate. 
Zinc Oxide 



100. 00 ^y 



100.00% 



75.00% 
25.66% 



CompoHition 
of Surface 

after 
Exposure. 



I>ea(i Sulpliate I 45.03J*^ 

l^»a(i CarUmate 3.').6;<% 



ZincOxi<ie I 3.00 

Zinc Sulpliate I 

Insoluble i 2.10^v 

Iron Oxi<le 1.40% 

Carbon and Organic Matter. . . j 12.84% 



38.00% 

19.60% 

.40^^ 



6.6rt% 

2.74% 

32.60 '^^ 




75.00% 
25.001^ 



84.88% 
5.66% 



5.58% 
^.54% 



These results are most interesting, and they throw consider- 
able light upon a subject which heretofore has received but 
little study. It will be noted that more than 50 |)er cent of 
the lead carbonate upon the surface of the paints applied to 
panels X-Ji and \V-176 has been transformed to lead sulphate 
by the action of the sulphur fumes in the air of Pittsburgh. 
This action was, of course, preceded by the de|)Osition upon 
the surface of these paints of large (juantities of carbon and 
carbonaceous matter which adhered solidly to the rough 
chalked surfaces. It is well known that the rain which falls 
in I Pittsburgh is heavily charged with the sulphur fumes picked 
up from the air. Such sulphur-laden water probably finds a 
rough, soot-coated paint to ser\'e as an excellent blotter, and 
is absorbed and held upon the surface until it has sufficient 



*In a private coniinunication to tlie writer. 

"J^Thrcc-xcar i'xiw»surf. All others exposed two years after repainting. 
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Opportunity to act upon the exposed pigment. In the writer's 
opinion, it is only the exterior surface of the paint that is 
thus affected, and this accounts for the great chemical changes 
accomplished over so short a period. It is proper to record 
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Fig. 86. 

View of surface painted indoors uith tliree coats of painl. 
subsequendy exposing the panel outdoors to tlie action of the 
sun. The paint has softened and occluded a cobweb blown 
against the surface of tbe panel. With proper drying of each 
coat, a harder and more resistant s>irf;ice would have been 
presented, and such defects prevented. 

here that the low percentage of carbon and organic matter 
shown on \V-38 is due to the comparatively white surface of 
this paint as compared to W-36. 
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Another most interesting fact brought out by these analyses 
is the large percentage of iron oxide present ui)on the panels 
which were painted with white i>aints absolutely free from iron 
compounds. An average of 3 \ytT cent of iron oxide is shown 
upon the surfaces of most of the white paints, while in one 
instance, not reported in the chart, 18 per cent of iron oxide 
was found present. This is not surprising, however, when 
we stop for a moment and think of the character of the chief 
industry of JMttsburgh, with its hundreds of iron and steel 
factories daily belching forth their products of combustion. 
It is, nevertheless, a most interesting fact to record that the 
soot and grime of Tittsburgh air does contain such a high 
percentage of iron. The table of analyses shows however, 
thai the amount of iron dust is small in comparison with the 
amount of carbon and organic matter present. Among the 
constituents of the organic matter, there should be reported 
the presence of tar compounds, possibly due to incomplete 
combustion of coal. Such compounds act like mucilage and 
dry with the entrained free carbon and cinders to coatings 
which otTer great resistance to washing. The writer has 
found that an eflicieiu cleanser of such paints may be pre- 
pared from a neutral soap solution containing a small quantity 
of kerosene and some finely divided silica. 

It has been stated by a contemporary that paints containing 
zinc oxide are acted upon by the sulphur dioxide of the air 
in a manner parallel to the action of such gas upon lead, and 
that the washing olT of such paints will occur when the re- ^ 

action takes place, due to the formation of water-soluble zinc 
sulphate. The writer, however, has not been able to fully 
confirm this statement or to find evidence of such action ex- 
cept in rare cases. The analy.ses of paints W-36 and W-38 
which contained a considerable percentage of zinc oxide, show 
the absence of zinc sulphate. It is well to note here the small 
percentage of zinc oxide ($ per cent) found upon the sur- 
faces (}i these two paiiUs which originally contained 23 per cent 
of zinc rixide in the pigment portion. The non-chalking prop- 
erty of the zinc pigmeiU is probably responsible for this result, 
the chalked lead pigments being easily removed by rubbing. 
In analy^e< made of the surface of similar paints which had 
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weathered only two years in Washington, the writer found 
more zinc oxide than was originally present in the paint. This 
was attributed to the floating action of the light particles of 
zinc which would migrate to and concentrate at the surface 
of the paint during drying, in a manner corresj)onding to the 
floating of fine cement to the surface of trowelled concrete. 

Observations on the Durability of Certain Paints Exposed to 
the Action of Cinders Alone/ Railroads. — The writer has often 
observed with great satisfaction the excellent condition of the 
paints used upon small frame railroad stations throughout 
the country, especially those located along the suburban lines 
running into metropolitan centers. As a rule, such stations are 
painted with liiitod ])aints, a fact which partly explains their 
great durability, for it has l)ecn often demonstrated that tinte<I 
paints arc much more serviceable than white paints. In order 
to find out the composition of the paints used for railroad sta- 
tion maiiUenaiicc. incpiiry was made of the superintendents 
of motive power of various ]>rominent railroads. These in- 
quiries developed the fact that in most cases the base of the 
paints was made of white lead (basic carbonate or basic sul- 
phate) and zinc oxide, ground l)y machinery to a paste in p:^rc 
linseed oil and subsc<|uently thinned down to the proi>er con- 
sistency for application. Moderate percentages of inert pig- 
ments have been used in some of these paints with good re- 
sults. It is apparent that the railroads have found such coni- 
binalion-pigment paints to give the best results in withstamling 
the severe conditions to which they are subjected. It is prob- 
able that a good perceiUage of hard pigments is desirable in 
such ])aiiUs and that ])ure oil mixed with a high-grade drier 
should be used for the thinner in order to form a (|uick-drying 
and fairly hanl coating. ( )therwise cinder darkening may oc- 
cur. An example of such darkening was once brought to the 
writer's attention when some station sign boards were sub- 
mitted, which were originally painted white. U|)on ex|)osure 
for a verv few months, thev had turned verv dark. Micro- 
scopical examination of the painted surfaces showed that the 
]>aint was intact and in most excellent condition except for the 
presence of small particles of iron oxide and coal cinders 
tirmly embedded in the film. Chemical analysis proved the 
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presence of the iron oxide. The flying cinders from loco- 
motives and the iron rust from rails and car trucks, being 
thrown with great force by passing trains, had become firmly 
attached to the paint, which evidently had been thinned with 
a non-drying oil or applied without drier. While such ex- 
amples are not common, their study has contributed to the 
knowledge that will in the future serve as a guide to the 
painter of structures along the railroad right of way. 




Observations on the Resistance of Certain Paints, Exposed in 
Agricultural Districts, to the Darkening Influence of Vegetable 
Mailer. — The writer was probably the first to attribute the 
darkening of some paints to the accumulation of plant pollen 
blown against the painted surfaces. This was pointed out in 
Circular No. 22,* issued in June, 1914. describing an extensive 

ts. circular No. 22, Scienlinc 
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was (..Munai,- in 
has iH-iTi fri>l)l> I 
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in^-likL- nodule nn the surface of a 
ltd' 111 ;i knot in ihc wmid. F.xamina- 
■111- iMn«l. the rin); brin); fi>rnic<l oC 
|iaiiii in ihis |>cculiar form wa« not 
miilhs l:irir At that time the wnter 
lit' ri^lil. It shows a new panel tlut 
l"lit in ilic ilryinK paint, in an endeavor 
liLinii lifiiiinint[ massed up as in the 
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series of paint tests made at Arlington, Va., upon the experi- 
mental farm of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. At this 
place there is practically no soot or dirt in the atmosphere be- 
cause of the distance from any industrial community. On 
some of the panels most rapid darkening was observed soon 
after the paints were exposed. Examination of these surfaces 
with a photomicrograph ic camera disclosed small round parti- 
cles of plant pollen and dried plant material adhering to those 
paints which had not dried to a hard coating or which had 
softened under the heat of the sun. The plant pollen came 
from the dried plants near by. The rubbing of such paints 
produced a dark yellow stain which could not be removed by 
washing with water. The plant pollen did not stick to the 
lead paints which contained zinc oxide and similar film-harden- 
ing pigments. Such paints presented films which offered no 
lodging place for foreign matter, and thereby remained hard 
and clean. That the pollen-encrusted surface of paint fur- 
nishes an excellent germinating place for fungi is shown by 
the accompanying photomicrograph of a culture from scrap- 
ings obtained from one darkened paint, by G. Rigg and the 
writer. A small quantity of the scrapings was placed upon 
agar agar for cultivation and then photographed (.April, 19 14), 
at a magnification of 300. The transparent spores and fil- 
aments are seen radiating from the central mass of pollen. 

Observations on the Proper Method of Conducting Tests of 
Faint upon Lumber, — ^The writer has been asked from time 
to time to outline methods of conducting paint tests upon lum- 
ber. It is, of course, possible for anyone to apply a small 
quantity of paint to a board and expose it to the weather, but 
tests of this sort should be discouraged, as they almost 
invariably lead to erroneous conclusions. In my opinion there 
is only one proper way to conduct a paint test, and that is 
upon a sufficiently large and practical scale to give results 
from which conclusions are justifiable. There are, moreover, 
four vital points to consider, which will have a most marked 
influence upon the results. These may be summed up as: 
Lumber, Paint, Painter, and Painting, and will be considered 
mder such headings. 



l82 PAINT RKSKARCIIKS. 

Lumber, — Unless a special test is being conducted, it is 
customary to select that grade and type which finds the widest 
use for structural purposes in the section where the tests are 
being made. For general work, however, it is usually advis- 
able to select a good grade of white pine, poplar or similar 
wood that is fairly free of defects. Previous to cutting up 
into panels, the lumber should be carefully inspected, and the 
knotty, resinous boards rejected. To make some panels of 
good sections and others of bad, would obviously be unfair. 
Even carefully inspected himber will vary in surface and 
sometimes cause defects in the paint. Tests have shown that 
paints may give poor resuhs upon one section of wood, because 
of the sap or resin present, and give excellent results upon 
other sections where abnormal conditions of surface are 
absent. It is advisable, therefore, that each paint should b« 
tested on more than one panel, several, if possible, and thaJ 
the panels be made as large as possible, in order to afford a 
good brushing surface. 

Paints. — The paints for a test should always be prepared on 
a commercial basis. Commercial practice should be observed, 
and batches of at least one hundred pounds {(^ gallons of each 
formula) should be prepared in full-sized grinding and mixing 
machinery. The amount of oil allotted to each pigment should 
be normal and representative of that actually used in making 
paints. The work should be carried out under the suj>ervision 
of a paint factory foreman whose knowledge of the grinding 
rates of various pigments is necessary to insure the production 
of properly prepared products. 

Painter. — It is most important that the actual brush work 
should be carried out by a painter of experience. The aver- 
age person, and especially the man who has some slight knowl- 
edge of the composition of paints, generally believes that he 
can do as good a job of painting as a painter. .\s a matter 
of fact, however, it re(|uires years of actual service to gain 
the skill necessary to wield a paint brush in the pro|)er man- 
ner. For this reason the application of test paints to |)anels 
should be made only by a competent skilled journeyman act- 
ing under the supervision of a master painter and the engineer 
in charge of the tests. 
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Painting. — The painting should follow as closely as possible 
the conditions of actual practice. Paints applied inside of a 
building, coat upon coat, and then exposed out of doors, be- 
come soft, take up dust, and early show signs of decay. For 
this reason, the work should be done outside whenever practic- 
able. If the tests are being conducted during inclement 
weather, the painting should be done inside a well-ventilated 
building and twenty-four hours should be allowed for the 
paints to set. The panels should then be taken out of doors 
and placed upon a rack for a period of at least six days, so 
that the drying of each coat will be thoroughly hard and ac- 
complished under outdoor exposure. This procedure should 
be observed for each coat. 



v.... 



Chaptkr XII. 

IMPREGXATEI) PANEL TESTS. 

A third series of tests conducted at Washington had for its 
object the investigation of the durabihty of paints on lumber 
that has been impregnated with preservative salts which may 
be fire retardants. 

Scope of ll'ork. — When wood is subjected to intense heat, 
gases of a combustible nature may be prodticed by the de- 'llfl 

composition of the fibre, and in some cases through the distil- 
lation of the resins or oils present. If stich gases are mixed 
with the vapors from certain chemicals, they become non- 
inflanmiable. I'pon this principle rests the art of making fire- 
resistant wood, salts which are capable of volatilization at a 
high tem|)crature being forced deeply into the wood by pres- 
sure. Wooden trim cut from lumber that has been treated in 
this fashion will, no doubt, come into general use for interior 
work, and in some instances for exterior work upon dwellings 
and other buildings. Such trim will necessarily be decorated, 
and information should be obtained as to the suitability of oil *> 

paints for this purpose. A series of tests to determine this £ 

question was inaugurated in and is described here>Hth. 

Panels. — The tests were made upon a series of twenty- 
four whitc-pinc panels supplied for the purpose by Mr. 
Howard F. Weiss. Director of the I'nited States Forest IVo- 
dticts Laboratory at Madison, Wis. ICighteen of the ])anels 
were impregnated in a Ireating-cylinder at an air pressure of 
140 lbs. per s(|. in., with three ditTerent types of fire-resisting 
salts dissolved in water. The remaining six panels were 
left untreated in order to u^c them as a basis for comparing 
the wearing value of the paints a])])lied to the treated panels. 
.\11 of the paneU were painted with high-grade paints. One 
set was exposed on NOung's ( )cean Pier at Atlantic City, N. J. ; 
one set at the botanical gardens in St. Louis. ^To. 

1S4 



i>iprb;natkii i'ani:i. tksts. 185 

Paitiliny Data. — The panels as received from tlie Forest 
Products Laboratory were dried in the sun for a week. The 
edges and both faces were tlieii primed, .\fter drying, the 
screw-holes and imperfections were puttied and the surfaces 
sanded for the second coat. The third coat was also applied 
after light sanding. The penetration of the priming coat was 
apparently good in all cases. The panels treated with zinc 




Fig. 92. 
View of imprfgnatcil I'^iiil Ti-si- ;il Wasliingtnn. 

chloride were darkly stained by the salt, and this discoloration 
showed through the priming coat of paint. The other panels 
were of normal color. 

All three coats of paint dried to the touch within six hours. 
A week was allowed between coats for drying. The panels 
were placed upon a framework out of doors during paint- 
ing and drying, so as to be freely exposed to the action of 
the sun and air. The paint was applied in a practical manner 
by a journeyman painter under the super\ision of the writer 
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and a master painter. Data as to the composition and re- 
duction of the paints is given below: 

Composition of White Paints for Impregnated Panel Tests. 

A. 
Equal parts by weight of lead and zinc. 

Paste ground as follows: 

40% Basic Carbonate — White Lead 
40% XX Zinc Oxide 
20% Raw Linseed Oil 

ioo*/r Paste in Oil 

Made into Stout Liquid Paint as follows: 

847r Paste in Oil 
i4*/r Raw Linseed Oil 
j'/r Turpentine Drier 



lOO'/f 

67.2'/^ Pijiinient 

30.8% Oil 

j.o'/r Drier 



I(X1.0'/Y 



Weijjht : I7'« lbs. l'. S. Standar<l Gallon. 
(This paint applie<l to odd-numbered panels.) 

B. 

309^ each of Corrode<l W'liitc Lead. Sublimed White Lead, and Zinc 
Oxide, with \o*/< of .\sbestine. 

Paste ground as follows: 

J4'/r Basic Carbonate -White Lead 

2^*/f Basic Sulphate — White Lead 

2^''f W Zinc Oxide 

S'V Asbestine Pulp 

2iV,'f Raw Linseed Oil 



loo'^^r Paste' in Oil 

^L'lde into Stout Li(|ui<l Paiiu a< follows 

83'/r Paste- in Oil 
F5rr Raw Linseed Oil 
2*^'t Turpentine DritT 



loo'y 

f>f).4'' Pinnu-nt 

31 60 Oil 

2A)''( Drit r 



I(X).o'/f 



Weight : l<> lbs. l*. S. Standar<I Gallon. 
(This f>aint applied to fven-nund>ered panels.) 
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Reductions of Paints for All Panels. 

1st Coat: 3 pints turpentine to i gallon of paint. 

2d Coat: i pint oil and i pint turpentine to i gallon paint. 

3d Coat: No reduction. 

Average Spreading Rate of Paints. 

1st Coat: 600 sq. ft. per gallon. 
2d Coat: 620 sq. ft. per gallon. 
3d Coat: 850 sq. ft. per gallon. 
Date of Exposure: July, 1914. 

Treatment and Arrangement of Panels. — The treatment and arrange- 
ment of the panels is shown below : 

Panel No. Treatment. Painted with— 



I 


None 




Formula A 


2 


None 






B 


3 


None 






A 


4 


None 






B 


5 


None 






A 


6 


None 






B 


7 


5% solution Zinc Chloride 


«< 


A 


8 


Ditto 






B 


9 


Ditto 






A 


10 


Ditto 






B 


II 


Ditto 






A 


12 


Ditto 






B 


13 


6% solution Ammonium Salts 




A 


14 


Ditto 






B 


15 


Ditto 






A 


16 


% Ditto 






B 


17 


Ditto 






A 


18 


Ditto 






B 


19 


2.6% solution Sodium Fluoride 




A 


20 


Ditto 






B 


21 


Ditto 






A 


22 


Ditto 






B 


23 


Ditto 






A 


24 


Ditto 






B 


Panels exposed at Washington: 










Set No. I 








I 


2 








7 


8 








13 


14 








19 


20 






Panels exposed at Atlantic City: 










Set No. 2 








3 


4 








9 


10 








15 


16 








21 


22 






Panels exposed at St. Louis: 










Set No. 3 








5 


6 








ir 


12 








17 


18 








2^ 


24 
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Preliminary Report of Forest Products Laboratory. — 
The preliminary report of the Forest Products Laboratory on 
the treatment of the wood and the tests is included herewith : 

Purpose of the Work 

"The purpose of the work is: 

*'i. To determine the possibility of successfully painting 
wood treated with : 

(a) A mixture of ammonium phosphate and am- 
monium sulphate. 
ib) Zinc chloride, 
(c) Sodium fluoride. 
"2. By exposure to weather in different localities to de- 
termine the durability of paint on wood treated with the above 
salts, as compared to its durability on untreated wood of the 
same kind. 

Materials. 
Panels 

"Twenty- four white-pine panels. 2 by 3 feet by i inch, arc 
included in the tests. Six panels were treated with each 
preservative, embracing 18 panels. Six panels were untreated. 
For details, see working plan h-iiyd. 

Preservatives 

"The preservatives used were zinc chloride, 5 per cent 
solution : sodium fluoride, 2.6 per cent solution, and an am- 
monium phosphate and ammonium sulphate mixture, each 
chemical of 3 per cent strength, making a 6 per cent .solution. 

Paints 

"Two paints will be used : A two-pigment paint known as 
paint A, and a paint with more than two pigments, known as 
paint n. They will be made up as follows : 

Paint A = Basic carbonate — white lead 50 jwirts 

Zinc oxide 50 " 

Vehicle — pure raw linseed oil. turpentine, and 
drier. 
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Paint B = Basic carbonate — white lead 30 p.irts 

Basic sulphate — white lead 30 " 

Zinc oxide 30 " 

Asbestine 10 *' 

Vehicle — pure raw linseed oil. turpentine, and 
drier. 

Marking of Material 

"The panels were numbered in consecutive order from i 
to 24. For details of numbers of panels and respective treat- 
ments, see the attached tables. 

Method of Treatments 

"In all treatments the panels were submerged in large pans 
filled with the preservati\e. These were placed in the large 
treating cylinder and subjected to an air pressure of 140 
pounds per square inch for three hours. The absorption of 
the preservative was determined by weighing each panel be- 
fore and after treatment. Subsequent to treatment all panels 
will be painted. Odd-numbered panels will be given three 
coats of paint A and even-numbered panels three coats of 
paint B. 

Handling of Material Subsequent to Treatment 

"The panels were dried at room temperature after treat- 
ment. It was found that the boards expanded considerably 
during treatment, due to the absorption of water, and it 
was necessary to dry them for several weeks before the panels 
could be assembled. This fact was more marked in the panels 
treated with zinc chloride. 

Disposition of Material 

*'The finished panels were sent to the laboratory of the 
Institute of Industrial Research at Washington, D. C, where 
they were painted by a master painter under the direction of 
Mr. H. A. Gardner. 



igo 
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"The painted panels will consist of three complete sets, 
each set containing panels representing each treatment and 
paint. The panel numbers in each set will be as follows ; 



Set No. I. 


Set Xo. 2. 


Set Xo. 3 


I 2 

/ 8 

13 14 
19 20 


3 4 
9 10 

15 i(t 
21 22 


5 6 
II 12 
17 18 
23 24 



*Onc set will be exposed to the weather at the ocean end 
of Young's ocean pier at Atlantic City, N. J. ; one at the test- 
ing rack at the Institute of Industrial Research, Washington, 
D. C. and one at the laboratory of Dr. Ileniian von Schrenk. 
at St. Louis, Missouri. 

"The placing of the panels and their subsequent supervision 
will be under the direction of the Institute of Industrial Re- 
search, representing the Paint Manufacturers* Association of 
the U. S. At the conclusion of the exposure tests it may l>e 
found advisable to subject the panels treated with ammonium 
salts to an inflammabilitv test. 



Panel No. 



'r.\r.ij: i.v 
/'tin els I ratted i^'ifh Zinc Chhnidc 



WHifht 

l>efore 

trratment. 



7 13.73 

fi i3-9*> 

9 1303 

10 I3»9 

II.... I2.Q() 

12 M.60 



Weight 

attcr 

treatment. 



30.47 

3^^.15 

28.35 
28.18 

30.38 
30 94 



Al>ftorption 
solution. 

16.74 
16.25 


Absorption 

of dry amlt 

per cubic fool 


1.67 
1.64 


15 


.32 


I 53 


14 

17 


99 
48 


1.50 
1.75 


»7 


.34 


I 73 



"XuTK. — Zinr ililoridc iisc<I in 5 ikt cciii ><»luti()ii. Spccilic gravity 
I C145 at heK:inninj^ of treatment; at end 1.055. Temperature of solution 
at start iSo F. ; at end of run 150 I'ahrenlieit. .\11 weiKhts taken in 
pounds. 
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Table 14. 
Panels Treated tvith Ammonium Salts 



Panel No. 



n 

14 

15 
16 

17 
18 



Weight 

before 

treatment. 



13.03 
12.70 

13.06 

13.21 

14.18 



Weight 

after 

treatment. 



30.24 

30.35 
30.02 

28.88 

29.83 
30.88 



Absorption 
solution. 



17.09 
17.32 
17.32 
15.82 
16.62 
16.70 



I Absorption 
ofdrvsalt 
per cubic foot.* 



2.05 
2.08 
2.08 
1.90 
1.99 
2.00 



**XoTE. — Solution of equal parts of ammonium sulphate and am- 
monium phosphate used to make 6 per cent solution. Specific gravit>' 
1.0345. Temperature at start 180° F. ; at end 150° Fahrenheit. All 
weights taken in pounds. 

T.MJLE 15. 

Panels Treated with Sodium Fluoride 



Panel No. 



Weight 

before 

treatment. 



19 12.71 

20 13.36 

21 14.01 

22 13.04 

23 13.94 



Weight 

after 

treatment. 



29.26 

29.33 
30.30 

29. » 5 
29.48 
28.68 



Absorption 

of 

solution. 



16.55 

1597 
16.29 

16.11 

15.54 
15.80 



Absorption 

of dry salt 

per cnbic foot. 



.86 

.83 
.86 

.84 
.81 
.82 



"XOTE. — Sodium fluoride solution of 2.6 per cent used. Specific grav- 
ity 1.032. Temperature at start 180° F. ; at end of treatment 150° 
Fahrenheit. All weights taken in pounds." 

Result of Tests. — After exposure for nearly eighteen 
months the panels gave information as to the durability of 
paints upon the various impregnated woods, and the results 
are recorded herewith. 

It is apparent from these tests, photographic records of 
some of which are shown below, that the panels impregnated 
with zinc chloride or ammonium compounds do not properly 
hold paint, these salts exerting a destructive action upon the 



* One-half is ammonium sulphate and one-half ammonium phosphate. 



19 , 



20 T^ 
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oil and pigments. The ammonium salts are the worst of- 
fenders, since they produce rapid yellowing of the paint tilni, 
such discoloration having been evident soon after exposure 
of the painted panels. The panels treated with sodium 
fluoride, however, were in an excellent state of preservation, 
there being no visible difference between these and the painted 
panels which were not impregnated. The high toxic value of 
sodium fluoride, as well as the fire-resisting properties, make 
it well adapted for impregnation purposes, and it is probable 
that there will be a considerable use for wooden trim that has 
been impregnated with this salt. When such wood is used for 
exterior or interior work on buildings, the wood may safely be 
decorated with high-grade prepared linseed oil paints. 



Chapter XIII. 

FIRE-RETARDAXT PALXTS FOR SHIXGLES AXD 
OTHER WOODEX STRUCTURES. 

As the result of legislation prohibiting the use of wooden 
shingles in certain sections of the country and restrictions 
placed upon other forms of wooden construction, owing to the 
alleged danger of fire, the writer has made an extensive in- 
vestigation of paints to retard ignition of wood upon which 
they are used, especially shingle roofs. 

It would appear to the writer that this popular form of 
roofing material will always be used to a considerable extent. 
Its moderate cost, light weight, low heat conductivity,* wide 
application, and durability, are properties which recommend 
its use upon dwellings, barns, and other structures of this type. 
There is recorded evidence to show that the better grades of 
shingles have weathered in some instances for over a hundred 
years upon the roofs of dwellings, and have afforded 
during such time a high degree of resistance to the elements. 
In this connection, it is of interest to cite the durability of 
the shingled roof of General Washington's colonial man- 
sion overlooking the Potomac at Mount Vernon, Va.f 
Originally covered with cypress shingles in 1743, the roof 
has since been patched but twice, at periods about sixty 
years apart. During the latter part of 1913 the roof was 
again mended. Although producers of some '"ther types of 



* The writer conducted a series of laboratory tests to determine the 
heat-deflecting properties of various types of roofing materials. Minia- 
ture houses were roofed with bare shingles, painted shingles, tin, and 
stone. Thermometers were inserted in the end of each house. The 
houses were placed in an oven heated to 150** C. At the end of 15 
minutes, thermometric readings were taken. The interior of the houses 
roofed with stone and tin showed a much higher temperature than 
those roofed with shingles. The house with the roof covered with 
painted shingles showed the lowest temperature. On account of the 
heat-deflecting properties of shingles they will probably always find a 
wide application in warm climates. Shingled dwellings are much cooler 
in the summer than metal-clad or stone-roofed dwellings. 

t Lumber World Review, December 25, 1913. 
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roofing materials may claim that their products would have 
proved quite as durable, it is probable that they have no 
similar century-long service records to substantiate such 
claims. Moreover, it is likely that such manufacturers, when 
discussing the advantages of different kinds of roofing, 
emphasize the fire- refractory nature of their own products, 
but refer to the wooden shingle as constituting the greatest 
fire menace of the day. 

Let us attempt right here to point out all of the most 
serious charges that could be made against the wooden shingle. 
It is a well-recognized fact that with the growth of com- 
munities, and the consequent rise in land values, it has been 
found necessary to build structures in close proximity. 
Coupled with this condition, we have the ever-present railroad, 
with its frequently passing locomotives, constantly pouring 
forth volunies of smoke studded with glowing coals. These 
hot cinders may readily find their way in a high wind to the 
roofs of shingled structures. The sparks from dwelling and 
factory chimneys are, moreover, a constant source of danger 
to the shingled roof. The fuzzy surface of many types of 
new shingles, the tinder-dry condition of old shingles, and the 
warped edges of weather-bcalen and sun-curled shingles are all 
factors which make shingled roofs readily inflammable. Al- 
though the writer has pointed out in the foregoing discus- 
sion the many disadvantages of the wooden shingle, the 
situation is not as serious as it might at first appear. Very 
few structural materials have ever been made which have 
proved satisfactory for roofing or other building purposes 
without some surface treatment. If iron or steel sheets 
are exposed to the weather they will rapidly corrode and 
rust away to a mere lace-like skeleton of their original form. 
The application of suitable paint coatings at proper intervals, 
however, will preserve such metal sheets for an indefinite 
period of time. Xearly all forms of cement or stone work 
will check, crack, absorb large quantities of moisture, and 
become unpleasing in appearance, unless properly treated 
with protective paints. The weather-boarding and wooden 
trim of all kinds of structures would soon rot and decay if 
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left in an unpainted condition. It is evident that ''paint is the 
preserver of all things structural/' and that we must look to 
the use of paint for the solution of the problems under con- 
sideration. 

The selection of a proper shingle paint is a matter of con- 
siderable importance. In the first place, shingle paints should 
not be confused with "shingle stains/' The latter, as a rule, 
consist of creosote oils colored with a small amount of mineral 
or chemical color pigment ground in linseed oil. \\ hen shingles 
are treated with such stains, either by brushing or dipping, 
they present a very pleasing appearance, and become to a great 
extent preserved from ordinary forms of decay. Stained 
shingles, however, do not offer any marked resistance to com- 
bustion when in contact w^ith fire. On this account, the use of 
stained shingles upon roofs will probably be discontinued to 
some extent w^ith the advent of a demand for shingled roofs 
treated with fire-retarding paints. 

Fire-retarding paints may properly be divided into two 
groups, one of which is represented by prepared paints made 
of linseed oil and mineral pigments and the other by paints 
which do not contain linseed oil. 

The term "prepared paint*' refers to that type of paint 
which is so widely used throughout the rural districts to 
decorate and preserve dwellings, barns, and similar out- 
buildings. In the manufacture of these prepared paints vari- 
ous metallic and mineral pigments (white leads, oxides of 
zinc, etc.), in a finely divided and carefully prepared form, are 
ground in linseed oil and mixed with a moderate amount of 
drier and thinner. The content of mineral pigment in such 
paints varies from 50% to 70% of the total. Linseed oil, 
together with a moderate percentage of drier and thinner, 
constitutes the vehicle. When such paints are applied to 
shingles, a very durable, water-proof film results. This film 
of dried paint upon the surface of a shingle has the effect 
of laying or smoothing down the rough, fuzzy surface of 
the wood, thus eliminating at once an important source of 
fire danger. The shingled dwelling upon which such paint has 
been used is practically rain-proof. It is. moreover, made very 
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attractive in appearance. Another important function is per- 
formed by the paint, in preventing the warping of shingles 
at the edge, thus doing away with the formation of pockets 
in which hot cinders might lodge and bum. The fourth and 
most valuable characteristic of high-grade paint is its re- 
sistance to fire. While the oil content is more or less com- 
bustible, there is present in the dried paint film a minor propor- 
tion of oil, the major proportion consisting of metallic and 
mineral pigments which are unaffected by fire. A hot cinder 
or spark, falling upon a roof properly treated with a high- 
grade paint, would, in most instances, roll from the roof to 
the ground. There would be no pockets in which to lodge 
and burn. In the event of hot cinders falling with great 
force upon relatively flat roofs, the cinders would probably 
lodge upon the surface and burn away the su|)erficial coat- 
ing of dried oil, gradually dying out as ihey reached the fire- 
resisting mineral piginent. 

The writer has found that the best results are obtained bv 

•I 

first dipping shingles in a mineral paint and later applying a 
brush coat of the same paint when the shingles have been laid 
on a roof. A very fire-retardant roof may thus be made. It is 
probable that the shingle manufacturer could easily do the dip- 
ping of the shingles in a large tank of paint well thinned. The 
shingles could i)ass out of the tank on an endless belt and 
through a set of rubber rolls in order to force the paint deeply 
into the wood and to remove the excess. They could then |>ass 
through a drying room and go direct to the bundling machines 
Shingles thus painted with a good i)riming coat of fire-retard- 
ant shingle jjaint would doubtless j)rove readily acceptable to 
the builder. 

.•\t various times there have been placed upon the market 
fire-retarding solutions which have had more or less merit 
for the intended i)urpose. They consisted usually of water 
solutions of various salts, which when applied to canvas, 
scenery, or like materials, would dry and leave the material 
coated or impregnated with a (juantity of the dried salts 
used in making the preparations. In treating wood or cloth 
with such salts, it wa^ generalh found necessary to apply 
scN era! coats of solution, sometimes as high as si.\ or eight. 
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in order to get satisfactory results. The chemicals used in 
many of these compounds are as follows: Ammonium 
phosphate, animoniuni sulphate, ammonium chloride, sodium 
phosphate, calcium chloride, calcium oxychloride, calcium 
oxide, sodium carbonate, sodium chloride, borax, zinc chloride, 
zinc suli)hate, etc. Sometimes the solutions contained casein 
or glue to give them binding or water-resisting properties 
when spread and dried. 

It is obvious that the application of brush coats of any of 
the above-named salts to wooden shingles would not result 
in the formation of weather-resisting surfaces. It is pos- 
sible, however, that a shingle manufacturer can at mod- 
erate cost impregnate shingles with certain mineral salts, 
which will make them more resistant to fire. Wooden beams 
and railroad ties are often rendered more durable by treat- 
ment with preservatives possessed of fungicidal properties, 
such, for instance, as creosote or zinc chloride. These chemi- 
cal substances are forced deeply into the wood by pressure in 
treating cylinders. In the writer's opinion, it would be prac- 
tical for the shingle manufacturer to adopt a similar process 
for mineralizing shingles. Mineral salts having a high resist- 
ance to fire could be used for the impregnation base. Shingles 
thus mineralized could be rendered still more resistant to fire 
by subsequently applying a coat <jf mineral paint. The writer 
has exj)eriinentcd with various salts for this puq)ose, and has 
treated shingles with solutions of them, both by brushing 
and by dipping. Shingles thus treated have shown much 
greater resistance to fire. The best results were obtained by 
mineralizing the shingles and subsequently coating them with 
mineral i)aint. The mineralizing i)rocess of making the 
wooden shingle thoroughly safe as a roofing material should 
be carried out in two steps. The shingle manufacturer 
should undertake the first process of treating the shingle 
with fire-resisting salts. If shingles thus impregnated arc 
furnished the builder, it is (juite certain that he will carry 
out the second and more important part of the process which 
consists in api)lying a decorative and waterproof coating of 
fire-resistant mineral paint. It will, of course, Ik* possible to 
use the old-style creosote shingle stain over the mineralized 
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shingle, in place of a mineral paint. However, the mineral 
paint will give much more satisfaction, as it forms a durable, 
waterproof film which is more resistant to fire than an 
ordinary stain. 

There will probably be considerable inquiry as to what 
constitutes the best kind of fire-resisting mineral salts for 
use in impregnating shingles. While any one of those previ- 
ously mentioned would prove of value, it is probable that a 
mixture of such salts as may be compatible will give the 
best results. 

Exposure tests: Through the co-operation of Dr. Herman 
Von Schrenk, director of the laboratories of the Southern 
Cypress Manufacturers' Association, and Dr. Howard F. 
Weiss, director of the L'nited States Forest Products Labora- 
tory, several bundles of cypress and cedar shingles were ob- 
tained for test purposes. Some of these were treated with 
ordinary mineral paints, while others were treated with special 
types of . fire-resistinj^ paints. After three years' exposure 
those paints which were made with mineral pigment ground in 
linseed oil gave the best wearing values. The use of a small 
percentage of borax increased their ft re- resisting character- 
istics. 

Interior paints: Silicate of soda j^^round with mineral pig- 
ments produces a paint which dries to form a hard, heat-resist- 
ing surface. While such paints do not of themselves stand 
exterior exposure as well as a linseed-oil paint, they have l)een 
found (juite satisfactory for use upon some kinds of interior 
surfaces. When applied to scenery, trim, or those fabrics 
which are not injured by alkali, the silicate paints are very suc- 
cessful as fire relardants. l^'or use upon the interiors of ware- 
houses, freight sheds, and other wooden structures where a 
fire-resistant coating is desired, they may also prove valuable. 

Other uses for fire-resistint^ paints: The use of fire-retard- 
ing paints of either type will probably not be restricted to 
shingles. There are many structural materials upon which 
these products may ultimately tind a wide use. For instance, 
thev might he use<l to a considerable extent in treating different 
tv])es of railroad ecjuipnient. Rail ties laid upon trestles are 
often destroyed by large red-hot cinders falling from the fire- 




£-RETARDANT PAINTS. 



205 



boxes of passing locomotives. The mineralizing of such ties 
and subsequent treatment with fire-retarding paints will prob- 
ably reduce such damage to a material extent. For factory 
decoration and equipment preservation, paints of a fire-resist- 
ant nature will find a wide application. 




Testing paints: The writer, believing it desirable to have 
some standard by which to determine the fire-retarding nature 
of paints, made a search of various literature, in an effort to 
find tests outlined, which could be relied u[)on to give such 
data. Very little information along this line, however, could 
be obtained. In the book entitled "Fire Prevention and Fire 
Protection," by Freitag (John Wiley & Sons, publishers, Xew 
York City), pages 938 and 939, the following paragraphs 
appear : 

"Fire-retarding Paints. — So-called 'fireproof paints, or 
the cold-water compounds ivhich arc sold under a variety 
of trade names, all claiming fire-resisling properties, should 
be classed as fire-retardants rather than as fireproof. While 
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7uood or other combustible materials which have been coaled 
7iHlk such compounds ■u.-ill successfully zvithstand the blase 
of a match, a few minutes' exposure to a greater heal, as of 
a tamp, will show that no great degree of fire resistance exists. 
Howet-cr, the prcz-ctttiz-e value of such coatings is material, 
especially for scenery, properties, and other stage fittings, in 
that the quick spread or 'flash' of fire over such materials 
•zvill be greatly retarded, if not altogether prevented. The 
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ralizcil hy Cuating with 
:: .1. Sodium Sulphate; 
6, Soiliuin Silicate. 



use of firc-rctardinij paints or solutions is, therefore, to be 
strongly recommended for scenery, etc.. whether requtred 
by laze or not. Some cities, notublv .\ew York, require 'atl 
stage sccncrv. curtains, and decorations made of combustible 
material, and all woodwork on or about the stage to be painted 
or saturated with some non-combustible material, or other- 
wise rendered safe against fire.' 

".Acceptance of treatment depends on tests made by the 
Bureau of Buildings on the materials in each individual case. 

"For fabrics, scenery, and the zi'ood frames of same, there 
must be no thimc or glow after the application, for fifteen 
seconds, of the fianir of an ordinary alcohol lamp or torch. 
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"Tor paints, the following reyulations arc made: 
"l-'irst. The term fireproof paint shall he understood to 
mean any preparation used to cover the surfaces of wood 
or other materials for the purpose of protecting the same 
against ignition. 

"Second. Xo fireproof paint iff// he considered satisfactory 




unless it so protects the wood or other material to which it is 
applied that the same imll not flame or glow after having 
been subjected to the flame of a gasoline torch for two minutes. 

"Third. Before applying fireproof paint to any material the 
surfaces must be cleaned. 

"Fourth. Application of fireproof paint must he repeated 
whenever it is found that the material to which it is applied 
is no longer protected to fulfil Specification So. 2." 
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It is probable that the severe two-minute gasolene torc'i 
test outlined above was designed to be used upon paint coat- 
ings applied to thick trim. It is improbable that such a lest 
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could be withstood by a shingle painted with the most resistant 
of paints, or even coated with a thin sheet of metal. The 
thin shingle, with its content of resins or oil, would probably 
carbonize, although the surface coating might be unaflfected. 
To demonstrate this, the writer applied to several shingles a 
slush coating of neat I'orttand cement 14 inch thick. Another 




Efft;ct uf turcli on unlrc.-iiFil shin)ile A aiiJ paintiil ^liiiigk- 11 at vnil 
of one-niinule test. Effect of torcli on untreated sliinKle C and paintci) 
shingle 1) at end of three-minute test. N'oic effect of (Kiint in pn-vent- 
ing spread of lire and retarding the charring of tlit' h'o;'(1. 

set of shingles was painted with a paint containing Portland 
cement as the pigment. After setting for three days, the 
coated shingles were subjected to a one-minute lordi lest. The 
fire-resisting effect of the Portland cement coatings was iio bet- 
ter than that shown by a high-grade linseed-uil-mineral oxide 
paint. The writer has therefore devised a series of tests to 
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determine the suitability of paints as fire-retardants. These 
tests are, of course, only offered as preliminary or tentative 
tests, for the study of testing engineers interested in the 
subject. 

Methods of Testing Fire-retarding Paints. 

Flame Test. — The test will be made upon an open tripod 
approximately 9 inches in height, the ring top being about 
3j/$ inches in diameter. Upon the top of the tripod is placed 
a 12-inch square of asbestos board 3^-inch thick. In the 
center of the board there should be a 3-inch hole directly 
over the tripod opening. The shingle to be tested shall 
be placed directly over the center of the opening and in 
such position that its lower portion shall be flush with the 
edge of the asbestos board. A (one kilo) weight is placed 
upon the shingle, approximately at points corresponding to 
the edge of the opening in the asbestos. Under the tri|>od 
shall be placed a l>unsen burner so regulated that the tip 
of the flame will just reach the shingle. The shingle shall 
be allowed to remain there for one minute, subjected to the 
action of the flame. Upon removal, the shingle must not 
burn or show a glowing surface or a deeply checked or charred 
condition of the wood. I"or comparison, a blank test may be 
made with an untreated shingle of the same grade and kind 
of wood. 

Torch Test. — A shingle shall be placed with the shank 
edge resting upon a tripod, the butt \\\Ki\\ the table, at an 
incline of approximately 45*^, thus corresi)onding to the i)osi- 
tion in which it would be placed upon a roof. A I*ui.sen 
burner shall be placed in a horizonal position, with the top 
within ^i inch of the shingle at a point 5 inches from the 
butt. The free flame of the burner shall Ik? allowed to strike 
the shingle. At the end of one minute the flame shall l>e re- 
moved. Painted shingles shall not show any deeply checked 
or charred condition of the wood below the paint. I>lank 
tests should be made with untreated shingles of the same wood, 
for comparison and to determine the efliciency of the paint. 
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IClTcct nf I*'iro L'pMii Sliinvjlv Strip"*. 

\«», I. untreated, and \o. 2 were imt >id>jictcd to tlu- tc-^t. N<>s. 5. 6, 
and 7 are >trips nf untreated sliin^Ies. sh«>winR effect of test. No. 3 
and N'o. 4 were painted. Note et'fecl of paint in preventing? the com- 
bustion of the shingle >trips. 
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Cinder Test. — For this test there will be required an 
iron nut of approximately the following dimensions: ij/i'i 
inch square, lieight 7/16 inch, bore '/i inch. The nut shall 
be placed upon iron gauze resting upon a 9-inch tripod, 
and subjected to the free flame of a Bunsen burner for two 
minutes. The nut shall be removed with a pair of tongs, and 
immediately placed with its flat side ui>on the shingle under 
examination. A lighted match is to be applied at five-second 
intervals to the edge of the threaded portion of the nut. 




Shingle. 



TIkti- nuisl nol be shown any permanent blaze due to 
coniliusiiblc jjase-i evolved from the wood. ,\ blank test 
should In- made upon an nnirented shingle. The nut must 
not cause ilie formation of any deeply checked or charred sur- 
face condition of the wood Iteneatli the paint.' 

I'irc yVif.^t'ut from the center of a shingle with a saw 
several small strips. That portion of the shingle should be 
selected which will allow of the strips l>eing of approximately 
the foHowinK dimensions: Thickness (if upper edge, 3/16 
inch: thickness of lower c<lge, -,^\C> inch. The strips should 
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be approximately js inch in width and approximately 8 inches 
in length. Nine of such strips may be prepared from a 6 x 20 
shingle, if the wood is uniform and free from defects. 

These shingle strips or "matches" should be given either 
a dipping or heavy brush coat of the paint under test. The 
upper edge of the strip, for a space of I'j inches, should be 
left unpainted. After allowing 48 hours for the thorough 
drying of the paint, the strip should be held by the thick, 
painted lower edge in a horizontal posilion. The thin, un- 




Metli'xl (if Coiiduditig the Torcli 



painted upper edge should be placed in the free flame of a 
Bunsen burner, and ignited so that it burns freely when with- 
drawn. The strips should be kept in a horizontal position, 
but occasionally may be revolved by turning the fingers so 
that the flame will have a good opi>ortunity to reach every 
portion of the untreated wood. When the flame reaches the 
painted portion of the wood, it must die out and not have 
any appreciable effect thereon. A blank test may be carried 
out with an unpainted strip. 

Of the above outlined tests, the Torch Test is probably the 
most practical. 
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Summary of Conclusions. 

The shingled roof is highly desirable on account of its 
durability, light weight, low cost, and non-conducting prop- 
erties. 

Shingled roofs are subject to conflagration when they be- 
come dry. Hot cinders from chimneys or glowing sparks 
carried by the wind from near-by fires, are common causes of 
roof fires. 



2l6 PAINT RESEARCHES. 

The use of high-grade mineral paints upon shingled roofs 
eliminates such fire danger. Shingled structures of all types, 
when properly painted, are not only fire resistant, but they 
are moisture proof and highly ornamental. 

Shingle makers should put on the market shingles that have 
been impregnated with a priming coat of fire-retardent paint 
made of mineral pigments ground in a linseed-oil vehicle. 

The painted shingle dwelling constitutes one of the most 
desirable types of modern suburban homes. 

Wooden structures of all kinds are preser\'ed for years, 
and made resistant to fire, through the application of suitable 
paints. 

N, I\ P. A. Tests: Considerable data on the subject of the 
fire-rcsistiiig properties of impregnated shingles is given in 
Tables Nos. i6 and 17 recently published in the Bulletin of the 
National Fire Protective Association.* 

The general conclusions from these tests as published by 
the National Fire Protection Association are given in the fol- 
lowing summary : 

'* General Conclusions. 

**From a consideration of all of the data given in this 
report it appears that : 

**i. There was very little variation in the inflamma- 
bility of the various species of untreated woods when 
tested at the higher temperatures. For example, all of 
the specimens tested at 375 degrees C. ignited within two 

minutes. 

"2. Ammonium salts and sodium borate gave more ef- 

ircient results than the other chemicals tested in render- 
ing wood fire rctardant. All of the other salts tested 
either did not prevent free combustion of the wood when 
injected in moderate (juantities or they reacted with the 
wood, weakening and discoloring it. 

**3. None of the chemical fire retardants used, when 
injected into the wood, prevented it from glowing or 
charring. 



* Kt'pori of the Coniniittic on Uses of Wood in Building Con- 
struction. 
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"4. Wooden shingles may be rendered fire retardant 
by injecting certain chemicals. The additional cost of 
painting which is necessary with water soluble salts 
would, in most cases, no doubt, restrict the use of such 
treatments. 

"5. The use of insoluble metallic borates precipitated 
in shingles appears to be the most practical of the methods 
studied for rendering wooden shingles fire retardant. 

"6. All of the paints tested with shingles rendered them 
to some degree more fire retardant. The most effective 
of the paints tested which were suitable for outside use 
was one containing zinc borate pigment which acted as a 
fire retardant. 

"7. Shingle stains of the type tested did not greatly in- 
crease the inflammability of the shingles, even though 
they were applied shortly before being tested. Their 
use as a means of decorating treated shingles should, no 
doubt, be allowed, as they do not detract materially from 
the fire-retarding treatment. 

"8. The paints tested which were designed for interior 
use were in general more effective than the paints de- 
signed for outside use in retarding fire. 

"9. The method of application of a paint is of consider- 
able importance. It would seem to be good practice 
with shingles to apply the paint to approximately three- 
fourths of both sides before laying the shingle.'' 



Chapter XIV. 
THE COMPOSITION OF PAINT \A1\>RS. 

Freshly painted surfaces give to the surrounding air a pecu- 
Har odor. In closed rooms this odor is pronounced and easily 
recognized. Painters are in the habit of stating that the vapors 
of fresh paint have a "leady smell." This is probably due to 
the fact that wliite lead is used as the base uj)on which the ma- 
jority of paints are prepared. The painter has therefore always 
associated this pignjent with the characteristic odor of fresh 
paint. Some cases of illness among painters have been ascribed 
to the effects of paint vapors. People occupying freshly deco- 
rated sleeping rooms, which are not well ventilated, have at 
times complained of illness from the same cause. E. C. Baly* 
examined spectroscopically the vapors from basic carbonate- 
white lead paint, and found evidences of metallic lead therein. 
The vapors from basic sulphate-white lead paint or zinc oxide 
paint, when examined in a similar manner, showed the absence 
of metallic constituents. Some cases of lead poisoning among 
painters could be ascribed to the vapors from basic carbonate- 
white lead paints, if lead compounds could actually be found 
present in such vapors. Armstrong and Klein.f after conduct- 
ing an elalxjrate series of tests, concluded that lead is not 
present in the vapors from white lead paint, but that the toxic 
effects produced by such vapors are due almost entirely to the 
volatile substances given off by the turpentine present. 

The writer has made a series of tests which confirm those 
of Armstrong and Klein, in so far as their results are con- 
cerned with the non-metallic constitution of paint vapors. 
The writer's tests, however, show that the vapors from paint 
apparently contain carbon monoxide, the poisonous nature of 
which is too well known to be commented upon. The amcunt 
of carbon monoxide evolved is also shown to be directly in- 

* The Oil iind Colour Trades Journal, May 6. Ujii, p. 1518. 
^ J. S. C. I., .v, .VO ( 191.0- 
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fluenced by the type of pigments used in the paint. The 
definite presence of aldehydes and organic acid substances in 
paint vapors has also been established by these tests. The 
data presented has brought forth considerable information re- 
garding the phenomenon of oxidation as applied to linseed oil 
and linseed oil paints. The results are given with a view to 
awakening further research work of a similar nature. An 
outline of the tests made is herewith presented, together with 
a summary of the results obtained and in some instances a 
discussion of the data. Manv of the tests outlined were made 
in duplicate. 

Experiment /. — Four cylinders each 30 in. long and 9 in. in 
diameter, were formed of galvanized sheet iron. One end of 
each cylinder was fitted with a removable lid. The other end 
was closed. The seams were all soldered. The tanks were 
numbered from i to 4. The interiors of the tanks were brush- 
coated with raw linseed oil, soya bean oil, tung oil, and men- 
haden oil, respectively. The tanks were weighed previous to 
and subsequent to the application of the oil, in order to de- 
termine the amount of oil applied. The tanks were in- 
dividually connected up to a train of three WoulflF bottles, the 
first of which contained 66° sulphuric acid, the second and 
third containing a saturated solution of barium hydrate. 
Vacuum was applied to the end bottle. The air entering the 
tank was scrubbed through a 10 per cent, solution of caustic 
soda, and then passed over soda lime to eliminate carbon 
dioxide. 

Soon after the tests were started, the sulphuric acid in the 
first bottle of each train became discolored. Within an hour 
the acid had assumed an amber color. The barium hydrate 
contained in the other bottles became opaque within a short 
time. At the end of a 2-day run, the sulphuric acid was dark 
red, and the barium hydrate solutions contained a dense 
white precipitate which proved to be barium carbonate. Each 
series of apparatus was disconnected and the coatings on the 
interior of the tanks examined. The amount of air passing 
through the tanks in 2 days was evidently insufficient to com- 
plete the oxidation of the oils which under normal conditions 
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would have been quite dry in that time. The linseed oil was 
very soft and tacky. The soya bean oil was but slightly oxi- 
dized. The fish oil was somewhat tacky, but it had dried to 
a greater extent than the other two oils mentioned. The tung 
oil was very hard and dry. The smell emanating from the 
tanks was most unpleasant, being somewhat characteristic in 
each instance of the type of oil used. A certain nauseous 
smell, however, was common to each tank. The discolored 
sulphuric acid from each test had an acrid odor. The bottles 
containing barium carbonate had an odor suggestive of alde- 
hydes. 

Results. — Tliese tests indicate tiiat the phenomenon of 
oxygen absorption wliich takes place when oils are spread 
in thin layers and exposed to the air, is accompanied by the 
evolution of considerable amounts of organic substances. 
Large quantities of carbon dioxide are simultaneously evolved. 

Experiment II. — A series of paints was prepared from 
those opaque wliite pigments which are most widely used in 
the manufacture of exterior and interior paints (basic carbon- 
ate-white lead, basic sulphate-white lead, zinc oxide, and 
lithopone). The oil used was raw linseed oil. Xo turpentine 
or drier was added. The lead pigments were ground to a 
thick paste with lo per cent of oil. The zinc pigments were 
ground to a paste with 15 per cent of oil. Oil in the propor- 
tion of about 7 gals, to the cwt. of paste was then added to 
each paint, the (luantity of oil added in each instance being 
sufficient to make paints containing approximately 60 per cent 
pigment and 40 per cent oil. Each of the four iron cylinders 
described in Experiment I was then cleaned and painted on the 
inside with one of the four paints. .\n effort was made to 
spread the same amount of paint in each tank. After paint- 
ing, the tops were j)laced upon the tanks and they were con- 
nected up to W'oulff bottles containing various reagents, as 
shown in I^^ig. 55. L'niform vacuum was applied to the end 
of each apparatus, and a 48-hour run was made. The air 
passing into the ai)paratus was scrubbed through a 10 per cent 
solution of caustic soda and then passed over soda lime in 
order to remove the carbonic acid present. The glass tubes 
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coming from the ends of the cans were bent as shown in the 
illustration, to hold back any particles of paint which might 
be carried over, although such occurrence seemed highly im- 
probable and such precautions unnecessary. A part of each 
exit tube was heated with the flame of a Bunsen burner, in 
order to break up, if po:sible, any organic form of lead or 
zinc, which might be present in the vapors, since certain 
organic compounds of lead may not respond to tests for lead 
as made with ordinary reagents. 

In every test the sulphuric acid contained in the bottle next 
to the tank was turned amber color within 5 minutes after the 
beginning of the test, thus showing that the drying paints were 
giving off considerable organic matter. After a 48-hour 
run, the acid in each bottle was dark red. The amount of 
carbon dioxide evolved in each test was considerable. No 
quantitative determination of carbon dioxide was made in 
any case. At the end of the experiment, the cans were re- 
weighed to determine the amount of oxygen absorbed. To 
the writer's surprise, there was recorded a loss of weight in 
one test, and but slight, if any, gains in the other tests. The 
basic carbonate-white lead paint lost 2 per cent by weight. 
The basic sulphate-white lead paint and the zinc oxide paint 
neither gained nor lost, the weight of the films remaining 
constant. The lithopone paint showed less than i per cent 
gain. 

The bottles containing the sulphuric acid were removed from 
each train and the contents examined. Upon dilution with 
water, the acid in the bottle, through which the fumes from 
the drying basic carbonate-white lead paint had been passed, 
became opaque. It was at first thought that this cloudiness of 
the diluted acid might be due to the presence of lead sulphate, 
formed by the absorption of volatile lead compounds elimi- 
nated by the drying paint. Alcohol was added to a portion of 
the liquid. It immediately became clear, thus indicating the 
absence of lead. A very thorough examination of the liquid was 
then made, and not a trace of lead was found. The sulphuric 
acid through which the vapors from the other paints were 
passed, was also examined. Xo metallic compounds were 
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found. The experiments were repeated, the only refinement 
being that of introducing in front of the sulphuric acid bottles 
in the trains connected to the lead-painted cylinders, a bottle 
containing strips of filter paper saturated with sodium sulphide 
solution. The papers were not darkened in either case, thus 
giving further indication of the absence of lead compounds. 
In another experiment, one of the cylinders was painted with 
basic carbonate- white lead paint and the gases evolved were 
passed through a heated tube, finally being drawn through a 
2 per cent solution of nitric acid. The test was run for forty- 
eight hours. The acid was evaporated on a steam bath. The 
residue was taken up with dilute acetic acid and a few drops of 
water. It was tested microscopically* for lead after the ad- 
dition of copper acetate and potassium nitrate. Xo response 
for lead was shown in the test. 

Results. — The results of these tests indicate that drying 
paints, containing zinc or lead pigments, do not emit volatile 
compKDUnds of a metallic character. 

When spread as thin films, oil-pigment paints are capable of 
evolving considerable amounts of organic substances without 
showing any material increase in their respective weights. 

Experiment III. — Experiment II was repeated after clean- 
ing the interior of the tanks and applying fresh coats of 
paint. The first Woulflf bottle in each train contained distilled 
water. The second bottle contained 66° sulphuric acid. After 
a 48-hour run, the contents of the first bottle in each train 
were examined. The water in each instance was acid in re- 
action. There were required for neutralization from i cc. 
to 14 cc. of AVio KOH. The water in the bottle connected 
to the cylinder painted with lithopone showed the lowest 
amount of acid, while the water connected to the cylinder 
painted with basic carbonate- white lead showed the largest 
percentage of acid. The presence of carbon dioxide in the 
water may partially account for the acidity of these tests. 
A portion of the neutralized acid was tested qualitatively for 
the presence of aldehydes. Small amounts of aldehydes were 



* Page 167, **Lead Poisoninjf and Lead .Absorption." Leg^e and 
Goadby. Longmans, Green & Co., Publishers. 
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found present. Formates were also found present. The 
sulphuric acid in each of the four bottles was diluted with 
water and titrated with N/io potassium permanganate to 
determine the amount of reducing substances present. The 
acids in the trains connected to the cylinders painted with 
white-lead paints each required about loo cc. permanganate 
solution. The acids in the trains connected to the cylinders 
painted with zinc paints required from 19 to 39 cc. of per- 
manganate, that connected to the lithopone cylinder requiring 
the least amount. The solutions of acid thus oxidized were 
transferred to separatory flasks and shaken with ether. The 
ether solutions were thoroughly washed with water and then 
evaporated. In each instance a dark substance which had 
the appearance of heavy oil was left as a residue. This sub- 
stance was found to be soluble in alchol, in which solvent very 
acid reactions were given. No attempt was made to identify 
the acids present. Their complex nature would make such 
determination rather difficult, especially when working on 
small quantities. 

Results. — I. The above experiments indicate that the 
vapors from drying paints contain acids of a water-soluble 
nature. These acids apparently contain formic acid. The 
amount of such acid evolved may be influenced by the type of 
pigment present in the paint. The basic pigments are ap- 
parently more active than the neutral or inert pigments. 

2. Organic acids of a fatty or aromatic nature are ap- 
parently evolved from drying paints. The amount evolved 
may bear some direct relation to the pigment present in the 
paints. The basic pigments apparently are most active in this 
respect. 

The aldehydic reducing substances and the acids which are 
evolved from paints are, no doubt, responsible for the odors 
which are coincident to the drying of paints. In the writer's 
opinion, however, there are also evolved substances of a more 
poisonous nature. Inasmuch as large percentages of carbon 
dioxide are formed, it is at least possible that carbon monoxide 
may also be produced. The following experiments were de- 
signed to determine whether this gas is really formed. 
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Experiment II'. — After many attempts to devise a suit- 
able apparatus in which to determine the percentage of 
carbon dioxide or carbon monoxide which might be evolved by 
drying paints, the apparatus shown in Fig. no was found to be 
most satisfactory for the purpose. The first experiment made 
with this apparatus was conducted upon raw linseed oil. The 
interiors of two carefully weighed glass bottles, each having a 
capacity of one gallon, were coated with linseed oil. The 
oil was poured into each bottle and allowed to flow over the 
entire area of the interior, this being accomplished by revolv- 
ing the ])ott]e. After draining out the superfluous oil, the 
bottles were re- weighed to determine the amount of oil used 
for the test. Cork stoppers carrying glass air-tubes, were 
then inserted. The stoppers were thickly coated with paraffin 
to make them air-tight. The apparatus was connected up as 
shown in Fig. i lo. X'acuuni was applied at one end. As the 
purpose of the experiment was to determine the presence and 
amount of carbon dioxide or carbon monoxide in the vapors 
from the oil, the air entering the bottles was first freed of 
its content of car])on dioxide and carbon monoxide. This 
was accomplished by first scrubbing it through a solution of 
caustic soda in order to remove the carbon dioxide. The air 
was then run through a U-tube containing iodine pentoxidc 
heated in a bath of soya oil to 150° C. at which temperature 
carbon monoxide is oxidized to carbon dioxide.* The iodine 
liberated was absorbed in a i per cent solution of potassium 
iodide a. id tlie carbon dioxide formed was taken up by the 
caustic soda and soda lime in the subsequent train of ap- 
paratus. 

After tlic tests liad ])een running for 15 minutes, the fum- 
ing sulpliuric acid in bottle 8 was turned amber color, showing 
that organic substances evolved by the oil were being absorbed. 

The absorption of these organic vapors by the sulphuric acid 
prevented such vaj)ors from interfering with the subsequent 
train of li(|ui(ls in which the percentage of carbon dioxide and 
carbon monoxide were to be determined. Bottle 10 contain- 



*'*.\[tthn(l I'sfd for Ivx.'irnination «>f Tnniul ('in**.'* by Dr. A. Seidell, 
HvKidio Kal><)r.it»»ry. Washington, I). C 
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ing saturated barium hydrate, the strength of which was de- 
termined by titration, showed a sHght precipitate of barium 
carbonate at the end of the first lo-minute run. At the end 
of a s-hour run, bottles lo, ii and 12 showed quite a notice- 
able deposit of barium carbonate. Bottle 15, containing 
potassium iodide, did not change color until the tests had been 
under way for over an hour. At that period the reagent be- 
came slightly yellow, showing that some iodine had been car- 
ried over into this bottle, thus indicating the presence of car- 
bon monoxide in the vapor. The barium hydrate in bottle 17 
at the same time became cloudy, showing that traces of carbon 
monoxide which had been evolved, had been oxidized and 
absorbed as carbon dioxide. The percentage of carbon mon- 
oxide evolved by the drying oil in ^\^ hours was determined 
by titrating the barium hydrate contained in bottles 10 to 13 
with N/io oxalic acid, using phenolphthalein as an indicator. 
The titration was made direct. The amount of carbon dioxide 
found present was 0.016 per cent. The amount of carbon 
monoxide was not measurable, although it was shown to be 
present in traces. 

Results, — This experiment indicates that linseed oil in dry- 
ing gives off traces of carbon monoxide. 

Experiment V. — Experiment I\^ was repeated, coat- 
ing the interior of the bottles in this case with basic carbonate- 
white lead paint in place of raw linseed oil. The test was run 
for five hours. The amount of carbon dioxide produced in 
that time was 0.0305 per cent. The carbon monoxide evolved 
amounted to 0.006 per cent. The experiment was made with 
basic sulphate-white lead paint in place of basic carbonate- 
white lead. The experiment was accidentally interrupted. 

The experiment was ag^in repeated, using zinc oxide paint 
in place of the white lead paint. The amount of carbon 
dioxide evolved was 0.0292 per cent. The amount of carbon 
monoxide evolved was 0.0039 P^^ cent. 

The experiment was again repeated, using lithopone paint 
in place of the zinc oxide paint. The amount of carbon 
dioxide evolved was 0.022 per cent. A mere trace of carbon 
monoxide was found. 
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Experiment V was repeated with a basic carbonate-white 
lead paint. The first bottle leading from the painted bottles 
contained fuming sulphuric acid to intercept and collect the 
organic vapors. The second bottle contained water. The 
third bottle contained alkaline bisulphite solution to collect any 
traces of aldehydes which, if evolved by the paint, might pos- 
sibly escape absorption by the sulphuric acid. The fourth and 
fifth bottles contained water and caustic soda solutions, re- 
spectively, the latter to collect the carbon dioxide or phenols 
evolved. The vapors passing from the last bottle were passed 
through a U-tube containing small lumps of caustic potash. 
The U-tube was immersed in hot soya oil. At the end of a 
S-hour test, the U-tube was removed from the hot oil and the 
lumps of caustic potash removed and examined for the 
presence of formates which, if present, would indicate that 
absorption of carbon monoxide had occurred. After dis- 
solving the potassium hydrate in water, making acid with 
tartaric acid and distilling over barium carbonate suspended 
in water, the filtrate from the barium carbonate was treated 
with a small percentage of bichloride of mercurj-. After the 
solution had stood over night, a very faint precipitate of 
calomel was observed, indicating the presence of carbon 
monoxide. 

Results. — These experiments would tend to show that the 
highly basic pigments stimulate the evolution of organic sub- 
stances from linseed-oil paints, especially influencing the 
amount of carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide evolved. 

The amount of air entering the painted bottle in a 5-hour 
run was insufficient to cause any marked oxidation. This 
explains why such small amounts of carbon dioxide and car- 
bon monoxide were obtained. The extremely small quantities 
present made the analytical determinations a matter of great 
care. Tests extending over a greater period should be made, 
in order to substantiate the figures presented. The writer 
is designing another type of apparatus in which it is hoped 
more accurate determinations may l>e made. 

Expcrifnnit 17. — In this experiment a portion of litho- 
jKiaie paint was reducc<l with 15 jx^r cent of turpentine and 
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then applied to the interior of the bottles. At the end of three 
hours, the percentage of carbon dioxide evolved was 0.04, 
while the percentage of carbon monoxide was 0.003. 1*his 
result may be due to the oxidation of the turpentine. 

Results. — Turpentine apparently accelerates the reactions 
which are responsible for the formation of volatile products 
from drying oils. The oxidative properties of the turpentine 
are probably responsible for this result. 

General Discussion of Results. 

The results obtained in Experiment II, in which the paint 
films showed but slight if any increase of weight at the end 
of the tests, are interesting. They may be partially accounted 
for by assuming that the amount of air passed through the 
tanks in 48 hours was very small. It will be well at this point 
to discuss the experiments on linseed oil and oil-pigment 
paints, as made by Sabin.* He describes a series of tests in 
which various paints were applied to small glass plates, the 
increase in weight shown by the paints being recorded at dif- 
ferent periods. At the end of 7 days, raw linseed oil showed 
a gain in weight of 18 per cent, while white lead paint showed 
a gain of approximately 15 per cent. 

The writer carried out a similar series of tests with a set 
of paints made up with 60 per cent of pigment and 40 per 
cent of raw linseed oil. The gain in weight of the films at 
the end of 7 days was as follows : 

Per cent. 

Unseed oil 14.0 

Corroded white lead 6.4 

Sublimed white lead 7.1 

Zinc oxide 5.4 

Lithopone 5.9 

These tests indicate that oil-pigment paints do not gain 
in weight to the same extent as raw linseed oil. Heretofore, 
however, investigators have not give consideration to the 
possibility that pigments may stimulate not only those pro- 
cesses which cause the oil to increase in weight through the 
absorption of oxygen, but also those processes and reactions 



♦Jour. Ind. & Eng. Chem., 3, 84. 
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which cause the oil to eliminate volatile substances, which 
might detract materially from the weight of the paint. In 
this connection it is of interest to cite the tests of Olsen and 
Ratner* upon the drying of linseed oil. They record a gain 
in weight of 18 per cent at the end of approximately 10 
weeks. They also showed the elimination of approximately 
5 per cent of carbon dioxide and 15 per cent of water. 

Summary of Conclusions. 

I. When linseed oil or similar drying oils are spread in 
thin layers, tlic absorption of oxygen which takes place is 
accompanied by ilie evolution of considerable amounts of 
carbon dioxide and organic substances. Carbon monoxide 
is also evolved in small amount. 

II. ( )il paints containing lead or zinc j)igments do not emit 
volatile compounds of a metallic nature. 

III. Drying paints evolve water-soluble acid substances such 
as formic acid, as well a^ acid substances which are apparently 
of a fatlv nature. Carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide are 
also present in the vapors from the drying paint. The type 
of pigment used in the paint may directly affect the amount 
and character of ibc volatile substances produced. Basic 
pigments appareiuly stimulate the evolution of such products. 

\\. Aldebydic substances are present in the vapors from 
drying oil paints. These substances probably have a marked 
bactericidal effect upon pathogenic bacteria and would thus 
account for the sanitary value ascribed to oil-pigment paints. 
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Chapter XV. 

THE TOXIC AND ANTISEPTIC PROPERTIES OF 

PAINTS. 

Later experiments by the writer determined, in a more 
satisfactory manner, the composition of oil vapors. The 
tests were made in the "scrim" room of a large linoleum 
factory where thousands of yards of cotton scrim are sus- 
pended in the air and repeatedly coated with linseed oil. As 
soon as one coat becomes dry, another flowing coat is applic i, 
and the process is repeated for several weeks until a semi- 
transparent rubber-like mass of oxidized oil, y\ inch thick, 
is formed on either side of the scrim. In this room was 
placed an open tin can containing a pint of ordinary tap 
water. After exposure to the vapors in the room for a week, 
the can was removed to the writer's laboratory and the con- 
tents examined. The odor of the water was very strong and 
suggestive of acrolein. A considerable quantity of suspended 
and precipitated red oxide of iron was observed. As the 
water originally contained iron, it is probable that its precipita- 
tion was due to the carbon dioxide given off by the drying 
oil. Analysis of the water showed the presence of appreci- 
able quantities of formic, acetic and butyric acids. Aldehydes 
were also found present. 

A consideration of the previously cited laboratory tests in 
which the writer discovered the presence of carbon monoxide 
in the vapors from drying oils and paints, will no doubt be 
of interest to medical authorities. The results will probably 
throw considerable light upon cases of poisoning which have 
been attributed to lead absorption, but which were possibly 
due to the effect of carbon monoxide upon the red corpuscles 
of the patient. Symptoms such as sallow complexion, general 
lassitude, emaciation and incoordination, caused by the inhala- 
tion of carbon monoxide over long periods of time, might 
easily be mistaken for symptoms of lead poisoning. When 
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a painter, suffering badly from such symptoms, appears be- 
fore a physician and informs him of the character of his work, 
the physician is very apt at first to diagnose the case as suspici- 
ously like plumbisni. Unless further examination be made, 
treatment for plumbisni might be resorted to. 

That great credence has been placed in the theory that 
white lead paint gives forth poisonous metallic vapors, is 
shown in the following citations from an article written by 
one of the most prominent medical men of the age : 

There is still considerable difference of opinion as to wlwt 
takes place when men and animals who have breathed the ema- 
nations given from a surface freshly painted with white lead 
suffer in consequence. In my book. Diseases of Occupations,* 
I draw attention to the fact that during the preparation and 
mixing of paints, peculiar symptoms are occasionally complained 
of by the men, which are not altogether due to the white lead 
present, but to some peculiar condition of the linseed oil. Prof. 
Baly. of Liverpool, on spectroscopic examination of a beam oi 
light passed through the emanations given off by a freshly lead- 
painted surface, was at first disposed to regard the harmful 
character of these exhalations as due to lead, but further experi- 
ments convinced him that, as similar emanations are given off 
by linseed oil mixed with manganese dioxide, they are due lo 
unsaturated aldehydes, arising from hydrolysis of the linseed 
oil. These emanations arc given off more readily from surfaces 
painted with white lead than where zinc white has been used. 
They vary with the percentage of linseed oil and they are given 
off in (lesceiuling proportions according to whether white lead, 
sulphate of lead, or zinc white has been the compound added 
to the oil. l>aly is therefore disposed to regard the aldehydes 
evolved from fre>lily painted surfaces as the harmful agent and 
not the lead. This, however, can only be partly true. That 
lea<l emanations are also given off is more than a probability. 
for only thus, among other reasons, can I explain the occur- 
rence of severe colic, aiuemia, a blue line on the gums, and the 
presence of a small quantity of lead in the urine of a previously 
healthy young medical man recently under my care, who J)ecame 
seriously ill through living and sleeping at home when all his 
rooms were being painted. Resides, the experiments of MM. 
Heim and Hebet show that lead is present in the vapor given off 
from painted surfaces, and that to this circumstance tfie plumbism 
. of house and coach painters is dui^. 

(F.xcerpt from "Industrial Lead Poi»ioning and Some of the 
Problems it Raises" Sir Thos. Oliver. M. A., M. D..^ LL.D., D. 
Sc, F. R. C. I*.. Xewcastle-i'Don-Tvne. Trans. W. IntemaL 
Congr. Hygiene and Demog.. Vol. IH, 8j6.) 

At one time the present writer was disposed to place full 
confidence in the theory that lead paints evolve metallic vapors;. 
His experiments have, liourvcr, afforded sufficient data to 



•Diseases of Occupation. Methuen & Co., London. 
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dispose of such a theory. Lead is not a metal which forms 
easily volatile compounds. Arsenic and antimony are the 
only metals which afford vapors at ordinary temperatures, the 
hydrides of these metals being well known and of a very 
poisonous nature. Antimony is often present in pig lead, 
and it is quite possible that the lead used in corroding the 
pigment for Baly*s tests contained traces of antimony. If 
so, it is possible that sufficient vapors were produced from 
this lead to account for the extremely delicate spectroscopic 
tests which were reported, providing the results obtained were 
really due to metallic vapors. 

It is apparent that many other cases of lead poisoning have, 
without justice, been attributed to the vapors from white lead 
paints. The writer once heard of a case of lead poisoning, 
in which the patient (a woman) had contracted the disease 
while boiling out some old white lead paint pots which had 
been left by a painter. The patient, who was of an extra- 
ordinary robust nature, lost weight, became sallow in ap- 
jjearance, and developed a well-marked lead line on her g^ims. 
She, of course, attributed the poisoning to the breathing of 
lead fumes from the paint pots. It is probable, however, 
that she scraped the interior of the pots to clean them, and 
in so doing had collected considerable lead under her nails and 
in the pores of her skin. Possible failure to clean her hands 
properly before eating would account for the effects which 
followed. It is also possible that she possessed an idiosyncrasy 
to lead, which made the cutaneous absorption of a small 
quantity sufficient to cause poisoning. 

A case of lead poisoning has been referred to by Klein* in 
citing a discussion of Daly's paper, where a young lady, the 
daughter of a physician, became seriously ill. A marked 
change was noted in her blood corpuscles. Her father had 
attended many lead workers and had observed a similar change 
in their blood when they became poisoned with lead. It was 
later ascertained that the young lady had occupied a room 
freshly painted with white lead. The father probably at- 



* Behavior of Paints under the Conditions of Practice. Armstrong 
& Klein, J. S. C. I. Xo. 7. Vol. XXXII, .April. 1913. 
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tributed his daughter's illness to the absorption of lead fumes 
from the drying paint. Klein, however, points out that the 
change noted in the blood corpuscles was probably due to the 
breathing of turpentine fumes emitted by the paint, and he 
describes a very simple test which he thinks might give re- 
lative results in determining the effect of various drying sub- 
stances upon the blood corpuscles. Me utilizes the leaf of the 
Japanese laurel, which turns black when placed in contact 
with the vapors of turpentine, benzine or similar solvents. 

The present writer is convinced that the change in the 
blood corpuscles of a person who has breathed the fumes of 
drying paint in an unventilated room, is more likely due to 
the effect of the carbon monoxide evolved by the paint. The 
use of turpentine doubtless stimulates the oil present to give 
off larger quantities of such gos. but the effect of tur|>entine 
should be cited as a contributory effect in this respect. 

Carbon monoxide, if i)resent in appreciable i)ercentage, is 
really the most poisonous constituent of the vapor from dry- 
ing paint. The physiological effect of this gas is ably set 
forth in hartley's Medical Chemistry, page 193, as follows: 

'fhysioloylcal liffai of Carbon Monoxide. — It has the power 
of combining with the luMnoj^lohin of the blood and of expelling 
the oxygen. It thus :icts as a narcotic poison ; causing dizziness, 
headache, nausea, incoordination of movements, convulsions, and 
death. If the carbon monoxide be in sufficient quantity to satu- 
rate all the hemoglobin, recovery Ncldom takes place. The blood 
has a light red color and does not coagulate after death, or 
decompose as readily as normal blood. * * * If the hemo- 
globin i> only partially saturated, recovery may take place, but 
very sluwly. debility, anonxia, etc., remaining for days. Air 
containing o.^^/t kills birds in three minutes: 2.0% renders a 
guinea pig insensible in two minutes, -\rtihcial respiration is of 
little use. Transfu>ion of blood or intravenous injection of 
sterilized salt st>lution. o.y^/c , is the most promising treatment 
The sources of danger are open fires, defective draft in chim- 
neys, escape of coal gas and especially 'watergas' from defective 
fittings or from leaks under the ground. When the ground is 
frozen and the gas escapes into the soil near a dwelling, the gas 
diffuses through the ground into the cellar, and, as it is thus 
deprived of its odor, persons njay be poisoned and not know 
where it comes from. Illuminating-gas poisoning is essentially 
a poisoning by the carbon monoxide which it contains. Suffoca- 
tion is not very different from suffocation by other gases, and 
sh«)uld be <listinguished from poisoning." 
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In a paper bearing upon the hygiene of the iron and steel 
industry, Darlington* points out the danger to workmen 
breathing carbon monoxide produced in "salamander" grates, 
as follows: 

"The chief danger to workmen is from the inhalation of car 
bon monoxide. When we breathe, a certain quantity of oxygen 
is taken into the lungs, passes into the blood and is carried by 
the red material of the blood to the various tissues of the body, 
where it is used for the production of heat and energy. The 
red material of the blood here gives up its oxygen, and the 
blood takes up carbon dioxide and carries this to the lungs from 
which it is exhaled. 

"Carbon monoxide has a greater affinity for the red material 
in the blood than has oxygen, making a more stable combina- 
tion. The deleterious effect of carbon monoxide is due to this 
stability of combination with the red material in the blood, 
which reduces its oxygen-carrying power. Except in closed 
rooms, there is no immediate marked effect upon the workman, 
because gases diffuse rapidly in the atmosphere. But the fre- 
quent breathing of even a small amount of the carbon monoxide 
will in time produce ansemia. This statement is not made upon 
actual experiment, but on clinical experience. If the air con- 
tains more than one per cent, of carbon monoxide, it may prove 
quickly fatal." 

The master painter may be relieved to learn from these re- 
ferences that paint is not the only source of carbon monoxide. 
Nevertheless, he will probably be impressed with the poison- 
ous nature of this gas. It is quite certain that the amount of 
such gases evolved by a drying paint is insufficient to act 
fatally, but the painter should remember that the development 
of such gases is always accompanied by the absorption of 
oxygen from the air by the drying oil. Atmospheres are thus 
devitalized and rendered less capable of supporting life. A 
very interesting calculation may be made to show the effect 
of a dr}'ing paint upon the atmosphere of a closed room. The 
figures which are recorded below are made upon the assump- 
tion that the paint used will dry perfectly at the end of forty- 
eight hours. 

In a living room twenty feet square and ten feet high, there 
is approximately 1200 square feet of wall and ceiling area, 
and the air content of the room is approximately 4000 cubic 



♦The Heating of Iron and Steel Plants. Thos. Darlington, M, 1). 
Vol. I, No. II, Bull. -Anier. Iron and Steel Institute, p. 323. 
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feet. Air weighs 36.5 grams per cubic foot, and contains ap- 
proximately the following constituents : 

Nitrogen 78.49% 

Oxygen 20.63% 

Water 84% 

Carbon Dioxide 04% 

The actual amount of oxygen present in the air of such a 
room would therefore be 30,000 grams (approximately 66 
lbs.) To cover the walls and ceilings of the room, there 
would be required three gallons of paint which would spread 
at the rate of four hundred square feet per gallon. Paints 
weigh approximately 15 lbs. to the gallon, and contain, on 
an average, 662/3% of pigment and 331/3% of oil. The 
3 gallons of applied paint would therefore contain approxi- 
mately 15 lbs. of oil. If this oil takes the theoretical amount 
of oxygen required for proper drying, namely, 15% of its 
weight, there will be absorbed 2^4 lbs. of the 66 lbs. of oxygen 
present in the air. Incidentally, the linseed oil may have 
evolved 2^4 lbs. of water and ^4 lb. of carbon dioxide as 
well as smaller i)erccntages of carbon monoxide, aldehydes, 
fatty or aromatic acids, etc. The air content of the room, 
therefore, would probably show on analysis the following: 

Xitr«>geii 7^^^l^/'r 

Oxygen i().899r 



Water i . 53*/ 

Carbon I )i« txide JJ^A 

lOOOO'/r 

A very simple preventive for such conditions as have been 
pointed forth in the above discussion, may be had by supplying 
ventilation to a room during painting. Painters working in 
well-ventilated rooms have probably never suffered discom- 
fort from the va|)ors of oil paints of any type. Foremen 
should therefore always insist upon proper ventilation when- 
ever painters are at work. 

One of the most important features connected with the 
formation of vapors by drying paints, is that which relates to 
the germicidal proi)crties of such vapors. Foreign investi- 
gators have shown that the vai)ors from oil j)aints are very 
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active in retarding and preventing the growth of bacteria. 
Tests made by the writer have also shown the marked anti- 
septic properties of paints.* Some tests conducted early in 
1914 by the writer have shown that the vapors from oil paints 
are extremely energetic in destroying bacilli. These tests were 
made in the following manner: 

Three small porcelain crucible covers were sterilized at 120** 
C. in an autoclave. They were then filled with sterile melted 
lactose agar, and the agar allowed to solidify. The agar 
in each cover was subsequently cross-streaked with a platinum 
needle, previously dipped in a cultitre of B. Coli Communis 
(of the Colon Typhoid group). The covers were then 
suspended by wire from the center of stoppers inserted into 
large glass tumblers. All of the apparatus was first sterilized 
oefore using. The first tumbler wrs left empty, as a blank 
test. Into the second tumbler was placed 3 c. c. of 40% 
formaldehyde solution. Into the third tumbler was placed a 
half ounce of oil paint. This tumbler was revolved in order 
to distribute the paint over the interior surface and sides. 
The three sets of apparatus were placed in an incubator at 
37° C. and allowed to remain there for 24 hours. When re- 
moved, the agar cultures were examined and photographed. 
In the blank test (Tumbler No. i), a marked growth of bacilli 
was shown on the surface of the agar where it was inoculated 
by the needle. The agar in Tumbler No. 2 showed no de- 
velopment of bacilli. The fumes of the formaldehyde, on 
account of their antiseptic action, had prevented the growth 
of the coli. The agar in Tumbler No. 3 also showed no 
distinct growth of bacilli. The fumes of the drying paint 
had acted apparently with almost as much vigor as the 
formaldehyde. 

The writer is therefore fully convinced from these tests 
that the most efficient means of destroying bacteria in quarters 
previously occupied by persons suffering from contagious 
disease, is to be had by painting the rooms with an oil-pig- 
ment paint. During the painting, the rooms should be well 



♦"The Sanitary Value of Wall Paints." by Henry A. Gardner. 
Bull. No. 2, The Institute of Industrial Research. 
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ventilated, but immediately afterward they may be closed 
for a day or so, in order to allow the fumes from the paint 
a thorough opportunity for asserting their antiseptic effect 
upon every portion of the walls, interior and contents of the 
room. Fumigation with burning sulphur or washing the old 
paint with liquid antiseptics are probably no more efficient 
from a sanitary consideration, and assuredly less productive 
of pleasing results from a decorative standpoint than the 
application of a fresh coat of paint to the walls and trim of 
a room. Flat wall paints made of non-poisonous lithopone 
and zinc pigments, on account of the ease with which they 
may be applied, their low cost and their ability to hide sur- 
faces with few coats, make them especially fitted for this 
purpose. 

Cause and Prciention of Toxic Effect of Piifmcnts, 

Much has been |)ublished regarding lead poisoning, and the 
subject has been discussed at length both here and abroad. 
There can be no doubt that painters have suffered to some 
extent from this disease, but recorded evidence shows that 
the majority of cases have occurred in factories where lead 
products arc made. .\ historical review of the subject will 
show that the hand mixing of dry lead pigments is fraught 
with danger. It is ai)parcnt, however, that the painter who 
handles prepared-paint products does not come in contact 
with lead dust, and his trade is therefore a safe one, free 
from the dangers that attend the older methods and materials. 

limincnt authorities liavc pointed out that the inhalation of 
dry dust containing metallic particles floating about, consti- 
tutes the most dangerous source of lead poisoning; respiratory 
absorption being rca<iil\ accomplished under such condition.s. 
This, of course, calls for the elimination of dust as far as 
jMDssible in the i)ainting trade. The dangers from cutaneous 
absorption or from gastro-intcstinal absorption, which are 
in most cases caused through uncleanliness of hands or face, 
will, of course, he reduced when more cleanly and sanitary 
conditions are provided, and when the rules of hygiene arc 
more strictlv observed. 
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The susceptibility of certain persons to metallic poisons 
should make such persons exert extreme care in handling 
lead pigments, while the same precaution should not be 
neglected by those workmen who are supposed to exhibit a 
great degree of resistance or tolerance to metallic poisons. 
In the latter class, the resistance to lead may be due to its 
elimination from the system in sufficient quantity to equalize 
the amount daily absorbed. It has been observed by medical 
authorities that workers in lead, who are thus constituted, 
often feel that they are free from the effect of lead, whereas, 
as a matter of fact, their systems may contain a considerable 
amount of the metal, which upon the first provocation, induced 
possibly by over-indulgence in alcohol, may become active and 
cause fatal results. 

Some danger from lead poisoning may attend the removal 
of old lead paints. Upon battleships it is customary to use 
for this purpose, wide steel chisels driven by compressed air. 
Piled up coatings 34 i"ch in thickness are easily and rapidly 
removed by this method. There is formed during the opera- 
tion, a considerable amount of dust containing a large per- 
centage of white and red lead. The workers are, however, 
only allowed to carry on such work for short periods of time. 
During the interim, they are placed at less dangerous tasks. 
In this connection it may be of interest to cite the fact that 
red lead as a primer for steel ships is being replaced to a 
great extent by sublimed blue lead, which, on accouiii of its 
less poisonous nature and highly rust inhibitive properties, 
is to be highly recommended for the purpose. 

Differences of opinion have been expressed regarding the 
danger of removing paint from an old painted surface by 
means of a torch. This method is not used at the present 
time, to such an extent as formerly, on account of the ef- 
ficiency of'li(|uid removers. The old torch process, however, 
is more economical and therefore necessarv in some instances 
The strong heat of the torch and the presence of dried oil 
and other organic substances will cause lead paints to be 
partially reduced as metallic lead. The temperature, how- 
ever, is not as a rule sufficiently high to cause the formation 



TOXIC AND ANTISEPTIC PROPKRTIKS. 24 1 

of metallic vapors of lead. If the paint is made of zinc oxide 
or lithopone (this is not always possible or practical) there 
is much less danger, for these pigments are not materially 
affected by the heat of a torch. Moreover, zinc vapors are 
not nearly as ix)isonous as lead vapors. The truth of thi§ 
statement is shown by the following excerpts from articles 
relating to the toxicity of zinc compounds : 

**Of 65 cases of zinc-poisoning collected by Wittliause, 46 
were in Great Britain and only 3 in the United States. All were 
caused by two salts, the sulphate and the chlorid. The sulphate 
was to blame in 25 cases, of which 8 were due to mistaking it 
for 'Epsom Salt.' " 

Text-Book of Legal Medicine and Toxicolog>'. Peterson & 
Haines, Vol. II, p. 443. 

"The poisonous action of zinc oxide is so weak that it is 
almost doubtful whether it should be considered a poison. Dr. 
Marcett has given a pound (453.6 grams) during a month in 
divided doses without injury to a patient afflicted with epilepsy; 
and. the workmen in zinc manufactories cover themselves from 
head to foot with the dust without very apparent bad effects. 
It is not. however, always inocuous, for Popoff has recorded it 
as the cause of headache, pain in the head, cramps in the calves 
of the legs, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea : and he also obtained 
zinc from the urine of those suffering in this manner.* .\gain, 
a pharmacy student filled a laboratory with oxide of zinc vapor, 
and suffered from well-marked and even serious poisonous 
symptoms, consisting of pain in the head, vomiting and a short 
fever/' 

Poisons: Their Effect and Detection. A. Winter Blyth, pp. 
689 and 691. 

"Brass founders* ague may be defined as an acute malaria-like 
sxTidrome of chill, fever (sometimes), and sweat, appearing a 
few hours after the inhalation for a few minutes or longer, of 
the vapors or fumes arising from molten brass or from the fumes 
of pure zinc alonet affecting only or mostly those unaccustomed 
to such exposure." 

Excerpts from "Occupational Brass Poisoning: Brass I'ound- 
ers' Ague." Dr. Emery R. Hayhurst, Chicago. 111. Trans. 
Internat. Cong. Hygiene and Demog., Vol. Ill, 766 and 767. 

"In many cases large doses of the salt (zinc sulphate) have 
been administered for days without any symptom of toxic effects. 
In one instance 36 grains of salt were given three times a day 
for six weeks without the appearance of any symptoms of poison- 
ing. .\11 writers on toxicolog>', however, agree that in certain 
quantities zinc salts exercise a poisonous effect." 

Page 33» "Zinc in Evaporated .\pplcs," by Harvey Wiley. 
Bulletin Xo. 48, Division of Chemistry, V. S. Dcpt. ni .\gricul- 
ture. 1896. 



* The so-called "zinc fever" has only been noticed in the founding 
of brass; it is always preceded by well marked sliivcring. the other 
symptoms being similar to those descril)ed. 

t Lehmann. K. B. : Giess — oder Zincfieber, Arch. f. Hvgiene. 1910, 
Bd. LXXII. s. 358-381. 
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A method* has been proposed for the removal of lead 
from the system by means of an electrical bath, the l^s of the 
patient being partially immersed in a dilute electrolyte, which, 
on the passage of the proper amount of current, would remove 
the metallic poison from the system. Although such methods 
may prove of great value in the treatment of lead poisoning, 
it is much better for lead workers to use preventive measures 
which will guarantee their safety from lead. 

It is pleasing to note that corroders are already alive to 
the value of preventive measures, and the factories of the 
country arc all adopting safety appliances and devices which 
are of great merit for this purpose. The resident surgeon of 
a large white lead works states: 

"Dust is tile curse of tlic lead industry, for its minute particles 
are surrounded l)y a layer of moisture which renders them more 
liable to absorption by the respiratory mucous membrane, so it »$ 
essential that dust in the various processes of manufacture be 
eliminated. Kvery effort has been made to accomplish this all- 
important factor. Our chasers are enclosed in heavy cast-iron 
dust-proof covers from which leads a flue with a powerful suc- 
tion of air which carries all dust to one of the main organ-pipe 
dust collectors. 

**Dry sweeping is not allowed, and the rooms are gone over 
each day with a vacuum cleaner, which thoroughly cleans them 
without the creation of any poisonous dust to contaminate the 
atmosphere 



• •X 
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The above citation indicates the great care which is 
exercised to prevent the absorption of lead dust in factories. 
Should wc not exercise similar care in guarding against lead 
dust in our ])ublic buildings? Many tons of corroded white 
lead flatted witli turpentine were at one time applied to the 
walls and ceilings of school rooms and hospitals. Gradual 
disintegration of such i)aint would result in the formation of 
dried particles of white lead dust. The presence of such 
dust in the atmosphere of a room is very dangerous to the 
health of the inmates. Fortunatelv the use of flatted white 
lead has been largely abandoned for wall and ceiling decora- 
tion, and its |)lacc lias been taken by the more sanitary lead- 
le.ss tlat wall jKiints. 



♦The Decorator. .Nov. jj, k^j. \ «»I. XII, No. 138. p. 201. 
t "Safety and Sanitation in the Manufacture of Paints." Dr. Francis 
D. Patterson. Paint an<l N'arnish Record, Dec. 15, 1013. 
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It is evident from a consideration of the forgoing discus- 
sion that with the adoption of preventive measures, the instal- 
lation of dust-retarding apparatus and the wider use of pre- 
pared paint products, lead poisoning will be done away with 
almost entirely. 

The Relative Toxicity of Volatile Thinners 

The Relative Toxicity of Volatile Thinners. — The toxic 
properties of certain volatile paint thinners has been dis- 
cussed in a most excellent treatise which has recently 
appeared under the title: "The Hygiene of the Painters' 
Trade." This publication was issued as Bulletin 120 of the 
United States Department of Labor. A brief digest of this 
article is herewith presented: 

The painting trade is responsible for many cases of lead 
poisoning. The use of white lead, however, is necessary in the 
better types of exterior paints. For interior painting, white 
lead may be entirely replaced by the non-poisonous, leadless 
paints (lithopone and zinc paints). Any type of paint, whether 
made of lead, lithopone or zinc, may, if thinned with large quan- 
tities of benzine, cause sickness among painters, if such paims 
are used in rooms where there is no ventilation. The vapors 
from paint products containing benzol, wood alcohol, turpen- 
tine, etc., are very injurious, some investigators having reported 
fatal results attending the inhalation of such fumes. The 
danger from this source is apparently easier to avoid than the 
danger attending the use of white lead. Among the various 
pigments used in the manufacture of paint, corroded white lead 
(Dutch or Carter process) is the most poisonous on account of 
the greater solubility of lead carbonate in the gastric juice. 
Physiological experiments at the University of Chicago and prac- 
tical tests at the Pullman Company shops indicate that the basic 
sulphate of lead (sublimed white lead) is less poisonous than 
basic carbonate of lead (corroded white lead). The dangers at- 
tending the use of red lead as a metal paint are becoming les- 
sened on account of the displacement of red lead by other less 
poisonous pigments, such as iron oxides, chromatized pigments, 
etc. The nibbing, sanding or burning of old surfaces painted 
with white lead is the cause of much of the lead poisoning. 
Wet methods of sanding will, if adopted, prevent the formation 
of ^ lead dust, and thus reduce the danger of lead poisoning. 
Painters who fail to cleanse their hands properly before eating, 
either on account of their ignorance of the principles of hygiene, 
or because of lack of time and facilities for such ablutions, are 
apt to become sufferers from lead poisoning. Much of the 
poisoning in the painters' trade will disappear when certain 
regulations are adopted, which will provide for more cleanly and 
sanitary conditions. 
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It is evident from the above able presentation of this sub- 
ject that the thinners used in paints are in some cases quite 
as much to blame for the indisposition of painters as the 
pigments present. 

The writer has for some time studied the character and 
physiological effect of various volatile thinners and the re- 
sults of a recent series of tests are presented herewith. The 
tests were made by subjecting guinea' pigs to the vapors of 
paint products, thinned with large percentages of volatile 
substances. The animals which were separately placed in 
specially designed boxes and kept under observation for a long 
period before subjecting them to the tests, were confined in 
the upper part of the boxes upon wire netting over a portion 
of which was placed perforated cardboard. Bedding, food 
and water were supplied, and the animals' weights recorded 
daily. The lower portion of the box was painted on the 
inside, the painted area averaging i6 sq. ft. and requiring for 
each coat about 6 ounces of paint. The paint used was white 
lead paste containing io% of linseed oil, thinned in each 
instance with 40% of volatile thinner, such as turpentine, 
benzol, benzine and high-boiling point petroleum spirits.* One 
of the boxes was coated with shellac cut with wood alcohol 
(4 lbs. to the gallon). Another box was coated with shellac 
cut with denatured alcohol (4 lbs. to the gallon). 

Subsequently, tests were made by exposing in the lower part 
of the boxes large open vessels containing a pint of the vari- 
ous thinners. The experiments were made with both venti- 
lated and unventilated boxes. The results of the tests are 
shown in the following charts : 



♦ Now referred to in paint specifications *as "mineral spirits.** It is a 
water-white petroleum distillate having a flash point (open cup) of 
approximately 100** F. and pS^c will usuallv distill between 265° and 
470* F. 
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Table 18. 

lixtcrimcnts Conducted in Well-ventilated Boxes. 

Lower compartments painted with products containing 40% volatile 

liquids. 



Pit 
No. 


Volatile in Paint 


Weicbt of 
Aninul 
let day 


Weicbt of 
Animal 
3rd day 


Condition of Animal 
at end of ezpcniaetti 


1 


Wood Alcohol 


Grams 
302 


Grams 

312 


Normal 


2 


Denatured Grain Alcohol 


291 
188 

278 


305 


<« 


3 


Turpentine 


199 
289 


ii 


4 


Benzol 


» t 


5 


Benzine 68° 


230 


239 
240 


i< 


6 


High Boiling Point 
Petroleum Spirits* 


235 


tt 



Table 19. 

Experiments Conducted in Partially Ventilated Boxes. 

Lower compartments painted with products containing 40% volatile 

liquids. 



PiK 
No. 


Volatile in Paint 


Weight of 
Animal 
l«t day 


WeiclK uf 
Animal 
}rdday 

Grams 
308 


Condition of Animal 
at end of experiarnt 


1 


Wood Alc<>hol 


(irams 
310 


Rather Sluggish 


2 


Denatured Grain Alcohol 


308 
200 
281 


305 
190 
252 
233 

242 

1 


tt (C 


3 


Turpentine 
Benzol 


it << 


4 


Dead 


5 


Benzine 


233 
240 


Rather sluggish 


6 


High Boiling Point 
Petroleum Spirits 


Apparently normal 



•Flash Point Open Cup 102° F., Boiling Point 320" F. 
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Table 20. 

Experiments Conducted in Partially Ventilated Boxes. 

Open pint cans of volatile liquids placed in lower compartments. 



Pir 
No. 


Volatiie 


Wetffbi 
1st day 


WHebt 
2nd dajr 

Grams 
300 

200 

255 

300 

1 


Weiebt Weiffbt 

3rd day | 4ib day 


Condition of Animal at 
rnd of expcricnent 


1 


Wood Alcoht.l 


Grams 
298 

201 


Grams, Grams 
293 288 

196 197 


Only slightly 
affected 


2 


Turpentine 


Apparently only 
slightly affected 


3 


B<rnzc>I 


254 


250 241 
290 285 
242 240 


Sluggish 


4 


Benzol containing 
5% nitro-Benzol 


302 
241 


Very sluggish 


S 


High Boiling Point 
Petroleum Spirits 


239 


Normal 



It is quite apparent from these tests that the fumes of 
certain volatile liquids have considerable effect upon animals 
confined in quarters not properly ventilated. Rapid loss of 
weight is indicated in many instances. The liquid that was 
least volatile (high-boiling point petroleum spirits) proved 
least dangerous, and this result would seem to justify the 
opinion of many, that these spirits are most suitable as the 
thinners for interior wall paints. 

Ordinary 62" benzine and 90° benzol, on account of their 
great evaporative tendencies, proved quite dangerous. The 
presence of nitrobenzol is evidently harmful. It caused great 
discomfort, from the start of the test, to the animal subjected 
to its f tunes. 

The results of Series No. i are interesting, for they show 
that when ventilation is supplied, the vapors of different vola- 
tile compounds are not effective. Such vapors are elastic sub- 
stances, and they expand rapidly throughout the air in a 
ventilated room, their effect being dissipated by dilution. A 
brief description is given herewith of the various substances 
used in the above-described tests. 
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Benzol. — Benzol, a very light volatile substance, obtained as 
a distillate from coal tar, has been found useful as a solvent 
and thinner for several kinds of paint products. That benzol 
should be used only where ample ventilation is provided seems 
evident from the many cases of benzol poisoning which have 
been recorded. 

A prominent master painter has called to the writer's at- 
tention the serious results attending the use of a well-known 
paint upon the walls of a cement swimming tank. The 
painters, while applying the first coat, suffered from severe 
headache and became very dizzy. The writer's analysis of the 
first coater used showed that it contained a large percentage 
of benzol. The second coater did not contain benzol. The 
benzol was probably used to increase the penetrating prop- 
erties of the paint. The use of benzol in such a paint, upon 
a tank where there was no ventilation, was probably re- 
sponsible for the discomfort suffered by the painters. 

Glaser* conmients upon several cases of benzol poisoning 
in Baltimore, some of which were fatal. The vapor of benzol 
used in the canning industry as a solvent for rubber used in 
sealing the cans is evidently the cause of pernicious anaemia. t 
Glaser thinks that the nitro-bcnzol present in ordinary benzol 
may be the active poison. If this is true, it is possible that 
the benzol manufacturers may be able to eliminate all traces 
of nitro-benzol and thus produce a benzol less poisonous in 
nature. 

Benzol cannot very well be replaced by other thinners, for 
certain purposes. For instance, it is unexcelled as the thinner 
for exterior paints which are to be used as the primer for 
hard, refractory woods. In shingle stains, benzol is found 
most useful, as it carries the stain deeply into the shingle 
and provides a more enduring treatment. When thus 
used, upon exterior surfaces, benzol, of course, has no 
effect upon the painter, as its fumes are immediately diluted 
in the atmosphere. As a constituent of some types pf 



♦Report of Several Cases of Poisoning hv the* Vap<ir of Benzol. 
J. S. C. I.. Vol. XXX. iQii. p. 519. 

t ReiM>rt of Dr. L. \ . Sellinj^. Jr>hns Hopkins lUilletin. Kel»., igio. * 
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asphaltic paints, benzol has found a wide use and cannot 
well be replaced by any other less poisonous thinner of equal 
solvent properties. It can, however, be used in certain 
bitumastic paints, in admixture with the less poisonous and 
less volatile thinners. 

Benzine. — Benzine, the ordinary 62° distillate from petro- 
leum, was at one time used as a substitute for turpentine in 
thinning paints. When paints thus thinned were used in 
closed rooms, the rapidly evaporating benzine would fill the 
air, and cause dizziness and headache among the painters at 
work. An interesting example of the effect of benzine poison- 
ing has been brought to the writer's attention. The trimming 
tanks and bilge boxes of a battleship were to be painted with 
bitumastic paints. These paints usually contain a large percent- 
age of benzine. The compartments were difficult of access, and 
without ventilation except for a quantity of air that was 
pumped in by portable blowers. During the application of the 
paint, the compartment became filled with vapors which made 
the painters very ill. Some of the men had to stay away from 
work several days before recovering from the effects referred 
to. One of the officers of the ship went into one of the com- 
partments during the painting, and had difficulty in returning. 
He became weak and dizzy and subsequently suffered from a 
severe headache for some time. Experiments have been made 
to overcome such conditions, by supplying the painters with 
air helmets. Such equipment is, however, unhandy, un- 
wieldy and expensive. The use of bitumastic paints, com- 
pounded with oils and reduced only with very high-boiling 
point petroleum thinners,'^ has since eliminated the danger 
from such work. 

The great rapidity of evaporation of ordinary light benzine 
when used in paints often results in the formation of pin- 
holing, lapping, and other surface defects of an unsatisfactory 
nature. These conditions brought about the introduction of 
petroleum distillates having high flash and boiling points, 
similar to turpentine. These high-boiling point petroleum 
distillates have almost entirely replaced benzine and turpentine 
as the thinners for wall paints. 



* Over 100° F. Flash Point. 
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The use of high-boiling point petroleum thinners of this type^ 
if properly refined, has probably never caused any discomfort 
to painters, especially in ventilated chambers. Throt^ the in- 
troduction of prepared paints thinned with high-boiling potni 
spirits, the danger which once attended ''flatting work" 
through the use of paste paints washed with turpentine, has 
almost entirely disappeared. 

Alcohols. — Previous to the development of denatured grain 
alcohol, wood alcohol was used in great quantities as the "cut- 
ter" for shellac, the high solvent properties of the wood alcohol 
making it very suitable for this purpose. The rapid drying 
of shellac varnishes to a tough, water-resistant film, developed 
for them many applications in the commercial world. For 
painting, varnishing or lacquering ships' bottoms, brew vats, 
floors, wooden trim, confectionery, leather, toys, etc., these 
products have become very useful. The fumes of wood 
alcohol, however, which come from the drying of shellac 
varnishes, may possibly be dangerous to workmen when they 
are confined in closed rooms or in large, unventilated vats or 
tanks. For this and for economical reasons, denatured grain 
alcohol has largely replaced wood alcohol in the vaniish trade. 

In a report pertaining to the chemistry, technology and 
pharmacology of wood alcohol, Charles Baskerville* refers to 
the following reported cases of poisoning from the use of 
this substance: 

"Case AC. ,•> ( HM > A painter, ajjjc ,V), used wood alcohol to 
wash varnish from hands tvcry (hiy after work. 

"Resuh : lU'canie totally blind and has remained blind. 

"Case Xo. 6 (194). A distributor of paints and akohol in 
storeroom of paint factory, age 53, spilled a quart of wood alco- 
hol on his feet and tloor, and remained in same room for some 
hours. 

"Result : Became totally blind. 

"Case Xo. 7(iOS). A photographer, age $2, cleaned plates 
with wood alcohol. 

"Result : Was seized with paralysis of arms and legs, pain in 
»»i<les and decrease in sight. Died after some time." 

Although the cases referred to above show that wood 
alcohol must be handled with care, it is probable that many 
statements have been made regarding the poisonous nature of 



* W^ood Alcohol. Cha^i. Baskerville. .\ppendi.\ VI to 2d Report of 
\. Y. State Factory hivestigating Commission. 
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wood alcohol, which are not founded on absolute fact. In a 
pamphlet* issued by the wood alcohol manufacturers, com- 
munications are presented from large industrial concerns that 
are extensive users of wood alcohol. The writers of these 
communications apparently regard wood alcohol as non-poi- 
sonous, especially when used in ventilated rooms. 

In striking contrast to this opinion, may be cited the testi- 
mony presented at the hearing held before the Ways and 
Means Committee of the Fifty-Ninth Congress, which shows 
that wood alcohol has proved highly poisonous when used 
in the hatters' trade as a solvent for shellac. It is probable 
that its constant use for long periods of time was responsible 
for many of the cases cited. While Baskerv'ille points out 
that the danger from wood alcohol poisoning is largely elimi- 
nated when the fumes are diluted with a sufficient quantity of 
air, it is apparent that this precaution may not always be 
taken and that, under such conditions, grain alcohol would be 
the preferable solvent for shellac. 

The following quotation from page 964 of Baskerville*s 
article will be of special interest to master painters: 

"Local Union 11 1, of the Brotherhood of Painters, Decoratois 
and Paper hangers of America, in 1905, voted that the use of 
wood alcohol in paints, shellac, and varnish be prohibited, and 
the members were warned against the use of it." 

Special No. i Denatural Alcohol is the grade now used to 
some extent in place of wood alcohol as a solvent in the manu- 
facture of shellac varnish. This special alcohol is made by 
mixing 100 parts by volume of grain alcohol, with 5 parts 
by volume of approved wood alcohol. 

Turpentine. — The writer has shown t that turi)entine vaixjrs 
are rather dangerous when inhaled in quantity. The effect 
of such vapors upon the kidneys has been pointed out by Shoe- 
maker:): and other medical authorities. § However, it is a 



♦The Truth About Wood Alcohol. Wood Products Co., Buffalo. 
X. Y., Nov. 10, 1913. 

t Paint Vapors and Their Physiological Effect upon Painters. H. A. 
Gardner. Presented before the M. H. P. & D. Assn., Denver, Col., 
February, 1913. 

t Materia Medica and Therapeutics. J. V. Shoemaker, p. 807. 

§ Peterson & Haines. Text-book of Legal Medicine and Toxicology. 

p. 589. 
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matter of common knowledge that turpentine must be used as 
a thinner for certain types of varnishes and enamels, where 
a thinner of high solvent powers and slow evaporative value 
is required. When such products are used, therefore, it is 
necessary that the painter should provide ample ventilation 
to the room in which he works. 

Siitnmary of Conclusions, 

Lead poisoning may occur through the inhalation of the dust 
from dry lead pigments, or by the careless handling and hand- 
mixing of lead paints. It may be prevented by establishing 
more cleanly and sanitary working conditions, through obser- 
vance of the rules of personal hygiene and by the adoption and 
use of prepared paint products. 

Drying oil paints do not evolve metallic vapors. They do, 
however, give forth small quantities of carbon monoxide g^s. 
Paints also emit in vaporous form the volatile products used as 
thinners. Of these products, benzol is most dangerous, while 
high-boiling point petr6leum spirits is least harmful. With 
proper ventilation, the fumes from drying paints are diluted 
and dissipated by the almospherc so that they become harm- 
less. 

Drying oil paints evolve aldehydes and other germicidal 
substances in vaporous form. The antiseptic effect of such 
vapors is pronounced. Tlie application of oil paints is there- 
fore to be considered as one of tl.e most efficient means of 
rendering living and sleeping rooms thoroughly sanitary. 



•' Chaptek X\'I. 

THE UGHT-REI'LECTIXG VALUES OF WHITE AMI) 

COLORED PALXTS. 

In addition to toxic and antiseptic effects, interior paints 
should be considered from the standpoint of illumination and 
psychologic values. The attention of engineers is being con- 
stantly called to the relative value of different types of artificial 
illuminants for interior spaces. \'ery little thought, however, 
has been given to the light-reflecting power of the interior sur- 
faces where such illuminants are used. That the surface 
constitutes quite as important a factor as tlie type of illuminaui 
is indicated by the tests lierein described, where the illumina- 
tion of an interior space lighted with a tungsten lamp varied 
from 12 per cent, to 67 per cent, when different surface color> 
were used. 

Athough considerable work has been done on the light-re- 
flecting power of wall papers,* the constantly-decreasing 
tendency to use paper, on account of its insanitary properties, 
and the steadily increasing use of wall paints of the oil type, 
especially in hospitalst and public buildings, have necessitated 
a reconsideration of the problem, since different methods of 
determination would be required in many cases for two such 
different substances as paper and paint. 

A search of the literature on illumination has produced one 
article which gives a series of carefully-made photometric 
measurements on the reflective value of paints. This is by 
Louis Bell,t who calls attention to the fact that traces of carbon 
in a paint (gray) or dust of a painted surface immensely de- 
crease the illuminating value. He advocates the use of light- 



* "Surface Brightness and a Xcw Instrument for Its Measurement," 
Dow and Mackinney, Ilium. Eiig.. vol. 3. Xov.. 1910. p. 655. "Appa- 
ratus for Measuring Light and lUnmination," Dow and Mackinney. 
Elec. World, vol. 60. -\ug. 17, 1012. p. 364. 

t "The Sanitary Value of Wall Paints." H. A. Gardner. Hull. Scien. 
Sec. Paint Mfrs.* Assn. of U. S. 

t "Examination of the Coefficient of Different Tints in Its Relation 
to Indirect and Semi-indirect Lighting." Louis Bell, Elcc. World, vol. 
65. Jan., 1915, p. 211. 
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colored oil paints on account of their washability. Some of 
his readings are shown below. The composition of the paints 
is not given, and the colors are only described by terms. 



Color. 


Kind of paint. 


Per cent.reflftCtloD. 


White 


Oil 


65.7 


Kxtrcinely faint cream 


Oil 


64.0 


Li^ht cream 


Oil 


52.8 


Light cream 


Water 


52 


Very faint greenish 


Oil 


46.0 


Very faint greenish 


Water 


45. » 


Faint gray 


Oil 


45. ^> 


Pale-gray hntT 


Water 


44 



I'nfortunately. diicct readiiij^s on a photometer could 
probably not be made with great accuracy on very dark paints 
or on tliosc wliich present a very liigh enamel-like lustre. The 
apparent necessity of devising more appropriate means of 
measuring tlie liglit-retlecting powers of paint, by a method 
which could be used for all shades and tints, as well as all de- 
grees of matte and gloss surfaces, led the writer to experi- 
ment with a number of types of apparatus. Painted samples 
for experimentation were first prepared by sizing paper and 
applying two coats of a number of white and colored paints 
of which the composition was known. The apparatus that 
proved most suitable for determinations of tl;e "coefhcient of 
reflection"" is shown in I^igs. 1 1^^ and 1 14, as arranged by \V. F. 
Tjttle.t who made- the readings. A disk 3' 4 inches in diameter, 
coated with the paint in (juestion. was placed at the centre 
of an integrating sphere and was illuminated by the light of 
a concentrated tilament lamp shining through an o{)ening in 
the top of the sphere. The light fell on the disk at an angle 
ot 45 degrees. The interior of the sphere received only such 
light a^ had first been reflected by the paint. To effect a 
standardization a flat block of magnesium carbonate (com- 
mercial ) was substituted for the disk. The value of tbc 
coefhcienl of reflection of this block was taken as 88 |)er cent.. 
in accordance with the experiments of Nutting. Jones and 



■*" nefmitl in tlu- nn5 Kep'irt of thi' Committee on Nomenclature and 
Standartis of thi- llhnninatinu Engineering Sorifts as "the ratio of the 
tntal luminous thi\ retleetetj hy a surf.uM- to the total luminous flux 
inci<lent ui>on it." 

'MMigineer in Charge <•! rii«»t«»im tr\ . l'K«lric:il Testing I.alH»rat<>nes, 
New N'ork. 





CocfficiriitH of Kctlvclioii of \'anoii» Wall Colon Conipknn] ttHli n 
Jllock .if \Vhiir_ Mtit;nn>ioiii C»rlK««t«r (Sii ). 
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Elliott.* The readings were made with a jwrtable photometer. 
The results are shown in the following tables and on the 
insert sheet which presents samples of the colored paints on 
paper. 

Table 21. 

Effect of the Vehicle on the Coefficient of Reflection of White Paints. 

Coefficient of reflection. 

Lithopone in dark-colored raw linseed oil 61 

Lithopone in very light-colored flat varnish 67 

White pigment mixture in light-colored semi-glo>s varnish 66 

White pigment mixture in light-colored gloss varnish 66 

Special white pigment in flat varnish 61.2 

Special white pigment in high-gloss varnish 61.2 

Table 22. 

Effect of Slight Tints on the Coefficient of Reflection of II' hit e 

Pigments Ground in flat I' amis h. 

Coefficient of reflection. 

Pigment .\. free from impurities (very white) 66 

Pigment .A.-\, containing traces of iron giving yellow color.... 64 
Pigment AA. tinted with ultramarine blue to correct yellow 

shade, producing slight greenish tint 64 

Pigment A. with 1)2 per cent, lampblack tinting color (light 

gray) 44 

Pigment A. with i i>er cent, lampblack tinting color (gray)... 27 

Table 23. 

Colored Paints.^ 

Made on a Mi.xed White Pigment Base. Tinted With Chrome 
Yellow, Chrome Green, Prissian Blue. Para Reo, Ochre 

Sienna, C.xrbon Black, etc. 

Coefficient of reflection. 

Light cream 66 

Light pink 60 

Light yellow 58 

Light blue 55 

Light greenish yellow 54 

Light buflF 5-2 

Light green 42 

Light terra-cotta 41 

Medium terra-cotta .V) 

Light greenish blue M* 

Medium blue .V 

Warm green n* 

Medium green 14 

Red 12 

Blue, dark 1 -' 

Green 11 



♦"Results of Some Possible Reflecting Power Standards" in the 
Transac, of the Ilium. Engrq. Soc. vol. 9. No. 7, 1914. 
t The exact color is shown on the insert sheet. 
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Table 23. — Continued. 

Coefficient of reflection. 

Luminous calcium sulphide paint 54 • 4 

Aluminum paint 4^- 

The most interesting of the results are those on flat, semi- 
gloss and high-gloss paints, all of which apparently have sub- 
stantially the same illuminating value when prepared of the 
same pigment mixture with oils or varnishes of the same de- 
gree of color. This is an important development, since it al- 
lows the use of the type of paint best suited for the lighting 
equipment of a room : direct, semi-indirect, indirect, etc. Al- 
though flat paints may retain their whiteness for a greater 
period, of time, semi-gloss and gloss paints are preferred in 
;pany instances on account of their greater resistance to fre- 
/juent washing. 
.".Factory Illumination, — ^The illumination of factories, rail- 
road terminals, and department stores has been given great 
consideration of recent years, increased output, improved 
worlonanship, and a minimum of accidents having resulted 
in nearly ever>' instance where better lighting systems have 
been installed. In such places, wall treatment as a means for 
cpnserving the illumination afforded by modern illuminants 
has generally been adopted. These advances have come as 
a result of practical observations which show that the rays 
from powerful lights, falling upon dark brick or stone walls. 
give less light to a room than the rays from less-powerful 
lights falling upon similar walls that have been painted in 
light colors with dust-resisting, washable paints. From the 
standpoint of economy it is of interest to record the fact 
that the monthly cost of illuminants for lighting dark-walled 
factories may be enormously reduced by painting the interiors 
in light colors. 

The customary process of treating factory walls is to first 
apply one or two coats of flat Cniattc surface i white paint and 
lated to apply a coat of gloss white. This is the recommended 
treatment when the modern indirect or semi-indirect forms of 
lighting fixtures are used, .'since the gloss finish repels the 
lodgement of dust and may be most easily washed. For the 
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ceiiings, however, a flat or semi-gloss paint is Dciier than a 
high gloss, since the former types distribute the light to better 
advantage. In factories where direct-lighting fixtures axe 
used with modern illuminants, or where even less-modem 
forms of illumination are in evidence (swinging oil lamps, 
etc.), the flat or semi-gloss oil paints are also advisable, on ac- 
count of their glare-preventing and light-diffusing properties. 

The question has been raised as to whether colored paints 
should be advised for use where direct-lighting fixtures are 
-employed, since white is not always the most desirable color 
under some forms of very strong light. For instance, the 
traveller who for the first time approaches a tropical city is 
surprised to see the buildings and dwellings painted blue, pink« 
green — in fact, every conceivable color. In Havana there 
exist ordinances prohibiting the use of white paints on the 
exterior of buildings, on account of the glaring effect pro- 
duced by the tropical sun. The selection of the colors is 
left to the discretion of the property owner. Similarly, it 
is possible that in some factories paints having a slight green- 
ish or other tint would be desirable, since a small amount of 
some colors may reduce the glare but will not materially re- 
duce the illumination. The wall tint to be used should, how- 
ever, be studied under the particular form of light present in 
a room, since artificial illumination of some types exerts a 
marked action u]><)n certain colored surfaces,* giving 
them shades or tints which are entirely different from those 
observed in daylight or by other illuminants. The tint which 
is most pleasing under the light used, and of sufficient re- 
flective value, should be adopted. 

Schoolrooms, Public Buildings, and Dwellings. — A. C. 
Rapp.t of Pittsbiirj^h, was the first to call attention to the neces- 
sity of a careful selection of colors for schoolrooms, in order 
to bring out the greatest mental and physical effort among 



* 'A Standard for C'olor X'aliKS." 1). McF. Moore, Proc. Ilium, ling. 
Soc. vf)l. 5. i<)io. p. 2()0. "Rctlcction Coefficients." P. F. Bauder, ibid., 
vol. 6, i(>ii. p. S5. •Iiitliicnce of Colored Surroundings on the Color 
of the I'seful IJ^rlit." lilcct. ll'orld, igij, vol. 61, p. 410. 

t "Surfaces and Colors for Hospitals and Schools,** A. C Rapp. 
Bulletin ;^. Scientific Section Paint Mfrs.* Assn. of U. S. 
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the occupants. The adoption of his suggestions would doubt- 
less result in greater efficiency in the schoolroom and a higher 
degree of physical fitness among the students. In his paper 
Rapp quotes-some experiments conducted by Dr. L. E. Landon 
on students placed in rooms treated with various colors. The 
effects of the colors may be summed up as follows : 

Black. — Melancholia. Decreased work. 

Red. — Temporary stimulation followed by a reaction, accom- 
panied by nervousness and headache. 
Blue. — Calmness and seriousness. 
Green. — Increased vitality. Happiness. 
Yellozi'. — Increased vitalitv. Amiabilitv. 
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Fig. 115. 
Apparatus for DetcrminiuK Heat Absorption of Various Colors. 

That the same consideration should be given to the selection 
of wall colors for all public buildings, stores and dwellings, 
as well as schools, is apparent. It is the writer's contention, 
however, that the lighter tints of the most desirable colors 
should l)e used, in order to increase the illumination to the 
greatest possible extent. The darker colors could be used 
for borders and dadoes to produce pleasing contrasts to the 
main l>ody of the work. These suggestions are in line 
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with those advanced bv Parsons and Smith * who studied 
the physiological effect of colors in study-rooms at the United 
States \a\al Academy. They advocated ceilings painted 
white, slightly tinted with yellow, and light greenish-yellow 
walls which by tungsten light would assume a pleasing green 
color. 

Carriers. — Su])terranean travel has increased to such great 
proportions in our large metropolitan centres that the problem 
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of lij^liiiiiL^ ^ub\va\ tars i^ mu' of growing importance. Kvcry 
paiiuablc >iirfaoc in the cars should ])c coated, [)referably with 
gloss i)aini< in white or the lightest tints. l\ven the floors 
>houl(l be i)aiiite(l. not witli dark-gray or similar light-absorb- 
ing eolor^. l)Ut wiili neutral butY or light tints of sufficient 
^treii'^tli to jnexeni them from being readily soiled. Hy the 
u^e of Iiar<l drying, abrasion-resisting paiiUs for this purpose. 
the tlours niav be maintained in a sanilarv condition bv dailv 

' *l*hr Illuiinnaii'-n "f SiiuK r-iKiii-." liiiW A'r: /r.\' i;;/rf Mr*/ /.. . 
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washing. The darkest sections of tunnels may be rendered 
brighter by the occasional application of water-resisting white 
paints, where the expense of such procedure is justified. Not 
only in subway cars, but in surface cars and railroad passenger 
coaches, similar paints should be used. The present method 
of finishing car interiors in artificial mahogany grain could 
be superseded by the application of white and light- tinted 



i: 



paints. Reading at night without eyestrain would then be 
more of a possibility for the traveller. 

Temperature of Colored Surfaces. — Dark-colored paints not 
only absorb light rays, but heat rays as well. The i)resence 
of only a small amount of black in a white paint (gray) 
makes an astounding difference in the heat absorption. The 
writer and L. P. Hart have conducted some tests on those 
colors which are used by the grinder in producing colored 
paints on a white base. In one series of tests the colors were 
ground in linseed oil to a stiff paste which was placed in glass 
tubes upon which were focussed the rays of a i)owerful nitro- 
gen-filled ^^azda lamp Tsee Fig. 113). In another series of 
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tests the outside of the tubes was painted with the same colors 
ground in linseed oil to produce a glossy surface or ground in 
turpentine to produce a flat surface, 10 c. c. of water being 
subsequently placed in each tube, all of which were submitted 
to the same light test. The rise in temperature of the paint 
and the water is recorded in Diagrams I and II. The colors 
used were as follows : 

Paranitranilinc red (20 per cent, on calcium carbonate base). 
Chrome yellow, 100 per cent. 
Prussian blue, 100 per cent. 

Dark green (100 per cent, mixture of blue and yellow). 
Medium green (20 per cent, dark green on barium sulphate 
base). 

Black (100 per cent, carbon black). 

White (white lead and white zinc, 50 per cent. each). 

Later on in some tests made to determine the most suitable 
finish for oil tanks the writer found an astounding difference 
in the heat-retlecting properties of various colors. 

This fact should be studied by the contracting painter who 
is called ui)on to paint the enormous areas presented by metal 
oil tanks. Such tanks may contain light distillates which, upon 
becoming warm, produce highly expansible vapors. When 
black or dark-colored i)aints have been used, rapid absorption 
of heat takes place, and considerable losses by evajwration are 
apt to occur. White or light-colored i)aint should therefore be 
used for the finishing coats on oil storage tanks. Paints pre- 
senting a high gloss are, moreover, less absorjKive of thermal 
rays than those i)rescnting a matte surface. 

Tablk J4. 

Rise ill Tciiif>ciaturc of Hciiziiic Contained in Small Tanks Painted in 

Various Colors iCloss /'inisli). When Subjected to Rays 

of Carbon Arc for Period of Fifteen Minutes. 

Rise in Degrees 
Colter. Fahrenheit. 

Tin Plate 19.8 

Aluminum Paint 20. 5 

White Paint 22. S 

Light Cream Paint 23.0 

Light Pink F'aint 2^.7 

Light Blue Paint 24.3 

Light Gray Paint 26.3 

Light Green Paint 26.6 

Red Iron Oxide Paint 29.7 

Dark Prussian Hhie Paint .^.7 

Dark Chrome Green Paint 39-9 

Black F^aint 54.0 
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Since, in the writer's experiments, white paints faintly tinted 
have given substantially the same heat-reflecting properties as 
white paints, the former should be given the preference, as 
they are more restful to the eye and more durable on long-time 
exposure. The same consideration should be observed in the 
painting of gas-holders. 

The writer's experiments were made on a series of small 
cylindrical metal tanks, the exterior surfaces of which were 
painted in various colors. The tanks contained a standard 
amount of benzine. Through the pressure opening in the tops 
accurate thermometers were inserted. The tanks were indi- 
vidually placed in a cabinet containing an open front and sub- 
jected to the rays of a powerful arc light for 15 minutes. The 
rise in temperature of the benzine is shown in the above table. 

Although plain tin, on account of its smooth, bright surface, 
gave the best results, it does not constitute a practical finish, as 
iron coated with tin corrodes on exposure unless protected with 
paint. Aluminum paint gave very good results, but is not 
nearly as serviceable as a lead and zinc linseed-oil paint. 



Chaptkr X\'II. 

FORMATION AND IXHIIUTIOX OF MILDFAV IX 

TAINTS. 

The formation of mildew upon the surface of green paints 
such as are used so widely upon the exterior trim and shutters 
of frame builinf^s has often been observed by the property 
owner. In damp localities, especially along the sea coast, the 
mildewing of painted exterior surfaces is not an uncommon 
sight, and the painter has searched in vain for materials which 
would prevent such conditions. A study of the subject of 
mildew, was undertaken by the writer when, during the course 
of the examination of a red lead paint which had shown a 
peculiar thickening action, certain types of fungi were dis- 
covered. The paint had not hardened up as is usual with 
pure red lead paints which are kept in containers for a con- 
siderable period, but the pigment portion seemed to have no 
affinity for the oil in which it was ground, a peculiar gelatinous 
condition being observed. Around the edges of the paint a 
slight film had formed, and white si)ots were observed to be 
present upon the surface of this film. These white spots had 
the appearance of the type of mould that is often found upon 
damp basement walls. A portion of the skin was removed 
and preserved for microscopic examination. 

There was obtained a sample of the original linseed oil 
in which the red lead was supjmsed to have been ground, and 
it was thought advisable to examine this oil as well as the oil 
floating upon the top of the partially settled pigment, to find 
out whether both oils were pure. The analysis of the original 
oil gave the following results, which indicate that it was pure 
linseed oil : 

Color: Li^lit anilKT with a distinct Rrccn fluorescence. 

Iodine number 185. 2 

Acid numluT 3.4 

Ash 14% 

j<)4 
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The oil that was poured from the top of the settled red lead 
pigment had the following constants : 

Iodine nuinl)cr I79- 1 

Acid number S.8 

Ash 2.7^7c 

In the latter analysis the lower iodine value and higher acid 
number and ash presented differences which could easily be 
accounted for by the action of the red lead upon the oil. The 
analyses would therefore indicate that both samples of oil 
were pure. Curious to state, however, the oil that had l^een 
poured from the top of the red lead paint had an odor re- 
sembling fish oil, and the use of the latter oil might be held 
accountable for the condition of the paint. After standing 
in a bottle for forty-eight hours, the oil became very turbid 
and viscous, air bubbles having developed throughout the mass. 
Upon the surface of the oil there had formed a slight film 
which was covered with very small white spots. A portion of 
the oil was tested to determine whether there was any large 
amount of free glycerine present. A small amount was found, 
suggesting that hydrolysis had taken place. Such hydrolysis, 
however, might be accounted for by the action of the red lead 
upon the oil, wherein free fatty acid had been formed, accom- 
panied by the splitting off of glycerine. 

A more exhaustive test of the sample to determine whether 
fish oil was present was made according to the method out- 
lined by Eisenschiml.* The original oil and the oil from the 
top of the can were separately dissolved in a mixture of chloro- 
'form and acetic acid and an excess of bromine added to each 
sample. The test-tubes containing these mixtures were placed 
in hot water for fifteen minutes. The original oil did not 
show any precipitated bromides, while the oil from the red 
lead paint showed a very large quantity. With raw oil. the 
precipitation of insoluble bromides would constitute a positive 
test that fish oil was present. It has recently been found. 
however, that this test is not of great value when applied to 
the examination of a boiled linseed oil. Inasmuch as the oil 



*Jniir. Indus, and Entj. Chcm., 1910, p. 43. 
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froni the top of the red lead |>aitit was shown by analysis to 
contain over 2 ]>er cent, of lead ash. it might be considered 
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of the same constitution as a boiled oil. Another test, how- 
ever, which seemed to indicate the presence of fish oil, was 
made by rubbing a few drops of the oil briskly between the 
palms of the hands. A very rancid odor was immediately 
developed. This odor, however, might have been due to the 
presence of the free fatty acids in the oil, resulting from the 
hydrolyzing action of the red lead. 

At this juncture in the research it was thought that con- 
siderable light might be thrown upon the work by a very care- 
ful examination to determine the unsaponifiable constituents 
of the oil. It is* well known that in animal oils such as 
menhaden oil or other fish oils there is present an unsaponifi- 
able constituent termed cholesterol, a crystalline alcholic body 
which is entirely absent in vegetable oils such as linseed oil. 
The latter oil, however, and most other vegetable oils contain a 
similar unsaponifiable body termed sitosterol. These two 
bodies are easily differentiated by microscopic examination. 
Portions of the oils were separately treated with alcohol, the 
alcoholic extract being saponified and afterwards treated with 
ether.* The ether extract, containing the non-saponifiable 
bodies, was filtered and evaporated nearly to dryness, being 
subsequently filtered and then taken up with alcohol. Slow 
crystallization of the alcoholic solution resulted in the forma- 
tion of tiny crystals which were examined under the micro- 
scope. Both the original oil and the oil used in the manu- 
facture of the red lead paint deposited crystals which when 
obser\ed under the microscope seemed to be in tufts of star- 
like groups, probably of a monoclinic system of crystalliza- 
tion (pure sitosterol). These crystals did not in any way 
resemble the crystals which are known as cholesterol, and the 
above tests presented pretty conclusive proof that the oil 
originally used was a pure vegetable oil. A similar test, 
however, was made with a sample of pure menhaden oil as 
a blank. After the usual course of treatment, there was ob- 
tained a considerable quantity of white crystals which when 



*Jour. Sac. Chem. Indus., 17. 954, 1898: "Chemical Technologv- and 
Analysis of Oils," etc., Lewkowitsch. vol. i, p. 470; "Oil Analysis." 
Gill, p. 91. 
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observed under the microscope appeared as flat, rhombic 
plates which are characteristic of the crystals of cholesterol. 
The nieUing point* of the crystals from the linseed oils used in 
grinding the red lead paint was not determined, the writer be- 
ing unable to find present any crystals which had the appear- 
ance of those found in the menhaden oil (see Fig. ii6). 
That tlic ]>cculTar condition of ihe red lead paint, previously 
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described, was due to the .iction of some ty[)e of micro- 
organisms seemed tvidtnt. Recourse was therefore had to 
the examination of what ap|K.'ared lo lie mould upon the sur- 
face of the red lead paint ])revious to its chemical examina- 
tion. A ]>ortion of the tihn upon which the mould had grown 
was carefully treated with ether to wash away any undried 
oil. .'\fter flrying. the film was placed under the microscope. 
The apiicarancc i>f the tilni i> shown in Fig, ti;, A test-tul»c 
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culture in agar-agar was made of the mould upon the film. 
The surface of the agar-agar at the end of twenty-four hours 
was covered with a greenish mould, while there was shown 
to have developed downward through the jelly a peculiar 
white formation. Portions of both growths were examined 
under the microscope. The white portion was of unicellular 
structure, as shown in Fig. 1 18, while the green |>ortion showed 




PcTiicillium Crustaceiim Ci 



distinctly the mycelium with the attached cellular spores (see 
Fig. 119). These s|)ores and mycelium have the distinct appear- 
ance of penicillium crustaceuni. The writer, is of the opinion 
that s|>orcs which are responsible for the mildewing of paint 
may e.xist in nearly all samples of raw linseed oil, a>^ accidental 
impurities obtained from the exterior of the crushed seed. 

The writer has previously found during the course of other 
experiments, conducted during the past few years, that the use 
of 5 per cent, of snlvent na]>hl1ia ur I'lo' K-nzul. addeil to the 
paint previous to application, prevents to a great extent the 
formation of mildew. On account of the xylol and toluol con- 
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tent of solvent naphtha, both of these constituents having high 
boiling points, they are retained in the drying film and they 
serve to inhibit the formation of the fungus. Another ma- 
terial which might serve the same purpose is refined pine 
oil, a water white product of very high boiling point, result- 
ing from the distillation of turpentine. Both solvent naphtha 
and pine oil have excellent penetrative properties and when 
used in an exterior paint serve to carry the pigment into the 
fibres of the wood to produce a firm foundation coat. 



Chaptkr X\ 111. 

FUXGl OX PAIXTED Sl'RFACKS. 

During a visit to Xew Orleans in the spring of 191 5, the 
writer's attention was called to several structures, the beauty 
of which was marred by fungous growths referred to by the 
painters as mildew. The condition was not universal, but 
appeared to prevail upon certain types of paint. Upon such 
paints it was found to be most severe in the sections which 
were shaded by trees or in partially-sheltered nooks where 
dampness would be maintained for a considerable period of 
lime. If a window shutter had remained fastened back 
against the side of a dwelling for a month or so, the covered 
surface, \ipon inspection, would be found several shades 
darker than the rest of the house, many dark mildew spots 
being exhibited. The under sides of veranda roofs, as well as 
porch columns, also suffered severely in the same respect. It 
was quite apparent that the paint had in such instances re- 
mained soft or become softened by the action of moisture, thus 
presenting a surface to which adhered insects, cobwebs, and 
various organic substances carried by the wind. Since many 
of the streets of the city contained dust which may have 
originally been part of canal or river bottoms, it is quite ap- 
parent that much decayed animal or vegetable matter could be 
entrained by soft paint, thus supplying the spores responsible 
for fungous growths. Structures painted for several years 
with yellow paint seemed especially subject to fungus. It 
was found that the custom at one time was to use a colonial 
yellow for the body of houses, this paint having been prepared 
from carbonate of lead, using ochre as a tinting material. 
Recent experiments* have shown that lead paints mixed with 
inert or silicious pigments never dry properly and are subject 
to great darkening, caused by the retention of dust particles. 



♦Report of Sub-Conimittcc X on Insocction of White Paint Test 
Fence at Washington. D. C. Pn>c. A. S. T. M.. vol. xiii, part i, pp. 
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During the inspection trip sections of painted surfaces show- 
ing marked formation of "mildew" were collected on lead- 
coated structures at Hearstx ille Levee, Carrollton. St. Charles 
Avenue, Bayou St. John, and other outlying points of the city. 
In some instances the mildewed surfaces were lightly scraped 
with a clean knife, the darkened scraj)ings being collected in 
a special envelope. Small pieces of wood with the fungus 
intact were also removed. For the purpose of examining 
these specimens, it w^as thought advisable to prepare a culture 
medium which would exert an inhibitory action upon ordinary 
bacteria which might be present upon the specimens but which 
would allow the rapid propagation of the fungous si)ores. 
Since cypress is one of the most important woods used for 
con.struction purposes, especially in the South, a cypress de- 
coction was decided upon. Tiiis was prepared in the follow- 
ing manner, from a section of cypress wood obtained in New 
Orleans: Fifty grammes of finely-divided wood shavings were 
boiled in a half litre of distilled water. The decoction was 
filtered and ij^ per cent, by weight of thread agar was added. 
After steaming to obtain solution, the mass was filtered, tubed, 
and sterilized at 120^ C. for fifteen minutes. 

The infected paint specimens were embedded in the melted 
special agar placed in Petri dishes. The spores scraped from 
some of the infected areas were dusted upon the surface of 
set agar in similar dishes. These were placed in an incubator 
arranged with an electric thermostat set at 37° C. At the 
end of periods ranging from twenty-four to ninety-six hours 
marked growths developed on every plate. The moulds grown 
in this manner were of mixed types. The various kinds of 
fungi were isolated, and pure cultures were grown on agar 
in test-tubes, subsequently plating out the different species in 
Petri dishes. Some of these are shown in F'igs. 122 to 125. 
Figs. 126 to 128 show their appearance under the microscope. 
Since the staining of fungi is a very difficult o|>eration. some 
trouble was experienced in preparing slides for examination 
and photomicrographic record. It is felt, however, that those 
shown are fairly representative of some of the various species 
grown. 
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The two principal types of fungi which were developed 
from the mildewed surfaces were shown to be species of 
Aspei^illus and Peniciilium. In order to determine the re- 
lative resistance of these fungi, small sections of the specimens 
on agar were placed on painted boards which were kept in a 
chamber at a temperature favorable to their growth. In this 




Siirfacos is Slu.wn in Kin. I2-). 

test the black .\spcrgillns i>resfiil pniveil must hanly, the 
others seeming dormant unless kept constantly moistened. 
In one test the black mould in a week's ]>eriod exerted a most 
destructive effect njion a board coaled with white lead in oil. 
Apparently the oil served as a most favorable medium for its 
development, thus playing one of the leading roles in the 
reactions which resulted in the destruction of the paint and 
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exposure of the wood. This action is recorded in Fig. 129. 
The development of the fungi in every instance was much 
more rapid upon paint coatings which were soft and subject 
to retention of moisture. Paints which presented a firtn, hard, 
moisture- shedding surface resisted the fungi and prevented 
germination of the spores. The board tests were then dupli- 
cated by floating the painted specimens inoculated with fungi 
upon the surface of water contained in a tank. The same 
comparative results were obtained. The paints which dried 
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Fic. 126. 
Spores of the Green PeniciUium. X 1400. 
with a soft, tacky film were prepared from white lead. Those 
which dried to a hard, resistant film were composite paints 
containing white lead and zinc oxide. From twenty-five to 
fifty per cent, of the latter pigment was used to produce a 
resistant film. The oil used in all paints was linseed oil. to 
which was added five per cent, of liquid drier. .Mthough it 
is possible that the absence of "smuts" on paints containing 
zinc oxide may be due to the formation in the paint film of a 
zinc salt which acts as a powerful fungicide, the writer is 
inclined to believe that the real value of the zinc is to be 
ascribed to its film-hardening characteristics. The addition 
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of turpentine is also to be advised, since more rapid oxidation 
and finiier films are obtained. 

It is customary for the lumber mills in some sections of 
the South to float the timber in adjacent ponds previous to 
sawing. These ponds sometimes contain dirty water filled 
with decayed vegetable matter and covered with colored scum. 
It is possible that various substances favorable to fungous 
growths are thus soaked up by the wood. When cut, u5ed as 
siding, and painted, these substances may be leached out on 
some occasions. It is possible that this effect would be pre- 
vented by treating new lumber with a coat of sodium fluoride 
solution previous to painting. The writer's tests indicate the 
high fungicidal value of such treatment. It is likely, how- 
ever, that the use of hard-drying, dust-resisting paints would 
prevent the growth of fungi which might be present on the 
wood used. I)cfore leaving the subject of mildew, it is of 
interest to tjiiote from the findings of C>. Massee." who rec<^rds 
a peculiar pink-colored fungi growing on white lead paint in a 
conservatorv : 

**. / Xc7c Paitit'destroyuKj Fungus. 

(IMIOMA PIGMF.NTIVORA, MASSEE.V 

"Among the most remarkable of fungi is one that 
elects to grow on fresh paint. It flourishes in the 
greatest j)ro fusion in hot-houses, its development be- 
ing api)arently favored by a high temperature and 
constant humidity, as it is but rarely observed on 
paint elsewhere. About a month or two after a hot- 
house has been painted, more especially if white paint 
has been used, numerous small, pale rose-colored 
specks appear on the paint : these specks gradually in- 
crease in size and change to a purple, or sometimes 
dark red, color, suggesting the idea of blood having 
been sprinkled over the paint. In course of time the 
discolored areas extend considerablv and form 
broadly-effused patches several inches across. About 
a week after the cojored patches are fully developed, 
their surface becomes studded with minute, blackish- 



♦ Royal Hotanic Gardens, Kcw, Bull, of Misccl. InfortiKition, 1911, 
London. 
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red warts. Each wart is a fungous fruit, containing 
myriads of very minute spores, which in due course 
are dispersed and start new points of infection. 

**When the spores of the fungus are sown on a 
streak of wet white paint, a faint roseate tint appears 
in about a week's time, and within three weeks fruit 
is produced in abundance, and the deep purple char- 
acteristic blotches are well developed. Spores sown 
on a thin smear of pure linseed oil germinate as 
readily as in paint, but the mycelium remains color- 
less, and so far, no fruit has been produced. The 
result is the same when the spores germinate in ordi- 
nary nutritive media or in water. Xo germination 
takes place when the spores are sown on a streak of 
pure white lead or carbonate of lead (pigment). 
Hence this substance alone is not a suitable medium 
for the growth of the fungus, although its presence is 
necessary to enable the plant to complete its normal 
course of development, and it is also the constituent 
from which the fungus produces as a by-product the 
purple-red coloring matter, which is collected in oily- 
looking drops within the cells of the mycelium, the 
cell -walls themselves remaining colorless. The red 
color suggests that the white carbonate of lead under- 
goes some chemical change induced by the presence 
of the fungus, resulting in the formation of red oxide 
of lead. This matter, however, requires careful in- 
vestigation. The presence of two per cent, of car- 
bolic acid in paint completely arrests the develop- 
ment of the fungus. The following is a technical de- 
scription of the fungus: 

" *Phoma pigment! vora, Massee. Maculae suborbicu- 
lares, determinatae, laete rosaceae vel rosaceo-pur- 
pureae, i-8 cm. diametro. Perithecia in maculis laxe 
gr^aria vel confertiuscula, vix prominula, purpure- 
oatra, subglobosa, contextu parenchymatico, ostiolo 
vix papillato donata, 125-150 u diametro. Sporulae 
ellipsoideae, hyalinae, 4-6 x 2-2.5U.* '' 

Washing of Paint Caused by Inferior Oil. — That microorgan- 
isms may play an important role in the behavior of materials 
of painting is the conclusion of the writer, based upon recent 
investigations into the causes of certain painting defects which 
have been referred to by the painter as saponification or wash- 
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ing. This condition is generally indicated by the appearance of 
a white deposit at the base of porch columns and by the paint 
assuming a soap-like condition if rubbed. Althoi^h the 
instances of such actions are rare, an apparent epidemic has 
recently been shown to exist in one community. The writer 
has made an inspection of the structures where the trouble 
occurred, collecting samples of the washed paints for analysis. 
The investigation also included the analysis and examination 
of the materials used in the paint, including the oil that was 




Mycelium .iiid S|>orriii)!ia of tlio Dlnck .\spergillui 



mixed by hand with the paste paint. Almost invariably the 
oil used was found to contain considerable moisture. When a 
bottle containing the oil was shaken, large numbers of water 
bubbles would appear and ihe oil would form a cloudy emul- 
sion. The oil also contained a large percentage of mucilagin- 
ous or albuminous nialtfr which is commonly called "foots." 
In the pressing of fla.sseed, the oil is filter- pressed. This, 
however, lakes oul only a imrtion of the suspended matter. 
.\fter standing a siiort period of lime, certain types of albumin- 
ous matter in solution in the oil l>egin to precipitate out, form- 
ing fiocculent precipitates which arc known as "foots." Im- 



KLXGI 0\ PAINTai SLBFACRS, 279 

properly filtered oit, that is rushed to the consumer without 
proper clarification, always contains such impurities. Por- 
tions of the foots from the various samples of oil collected 
were placed upon sterile agar, and in a few days marked 
growths of a peculiar pink-colored mould were obtained {sec 
Fig. 130. This mould was identified as a species of Fu- 
sarium by V. K. Charles, .Assistant Mycologist, Bureau of 
Plant Industry. Portions of this mould placed upon oit 
seemed to have a marked effect in changing the constants of 
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F;r.. 128- 
Spores oi the Black Aspergillus. X 1400. 

the oil, free acid being produced. This result gave a clue 
to the causes of the washing of paint in which the infected 
oil was used, and indicated the nature of the intricate re- 
actions which would be occasioned in the drying paint films. 
The enzymes and microorganisms in the foots apparently exert 
a fat-splitting action, the oil being broken up into glycerine 
and fatty acids, causing the formation of soap-like products 
which are acted upon by moisture. The glycerine formed in 
the film is, of course, non-drying in nature, serving to keep 
the paint soft and tacky, in which condition it readily attracts 
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moisture from the air. The moisture thus absorbed by the 
film emulsifies with the soft paint, some of which washes off, 
depositing upon any convenient surface. 

The writer has found that there is no selective action in the 
washing of the paints; in other words, there is no greater 
tendency for a lead paint to wash than a zinc paint. This was 
confirmed by the analysis of the washings piled up at the base 
of some hollow fluted porch columns at various residences. 




Kffftt of Rlack Fiint-i "pon Soft-di 



Some of ilie paints applied were made of lead and some of lead 
and zinc pigments. In every instance lead was found present, 
zinc being detected in the washings from some zinc -containing 
paints. 

Attention has been brought lo the fact that the washing of 
paint is not of uniform occurrence. It may be noticed upon 
the porch columns but not ujKin the body and trim of a house, 
or it niav be noted only upon crlatn 'sections of the main 
strucliirc. The wrilcr h:i< (il)-^vr\cd that in niiiM iii'ilnnocs 
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Pink mould STOwinir from "foots" of infected oil. 
' Species of Fusarium ■ i 
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where washing is shown it is generally upon a hollow column 
or surface, the back of which may hold moisture. It is likely 
that the moisture stored up in certain places is responsible 
for starting the complicated reactions which have been previ- 
ously referred to. It is also possible that the painter, when 
making up various batches of paint, may use in one batch that 
portion of the oil which contains the largest quantity of foots 
and moisture. The section upon which this batch of paint is 




Mill Showing l^g Poml.- (Set Test.) 



used would, of course, show the greatest amount of washing. 
That such types of washing are i>eriodical could be explained 
by the fact that infected seed occurs in quantity only in such 
years as the flax crop is |>oor. In the writer's opinion, the 
prevention of such trouble lies in the use of a we II- filtered, 
perfectly -clarified, moisture- free oil. Washing may also occur 
on the side of a painted structure that is exposed to a rain 
storm during the drying of the paint. Under such conditions 
the exposed side would absorb water which would emulsify 
the drying paint and result in washing. The other unexposed 
sides might dry up hard and give satisfactory resuhs. Paint- 
ing in damp weather is always dangerous. The vapor pressure 
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being high naturally slows down the evolution of volatiles from 
the paint, retards oxidation and probably will be responsible 
for many cases of washing. 

"Rusting" or Brown Sfioltiiig. — Another painting defect, the 
cause of which may be traced in some instance to the action 
of microoi^anisms or their products, is the so-called "rusting" 
or brown spotting of paints. This condition is generally 
noticed upon the ceilings of porches, small brown spots about a 
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quarter of an inch in diameter appearing through the paint 
film like resin exudations. These spots have an astringent 
acid taste. Thi.s condition, moreover, is generally found upon 
jobs where the type of washing of paint previously referred 
to has been recorded, thus indicating that the trouble might be 
of similar origin. Several of these small, brown-colored spots 
which appeared upon painted surfaces were recently collected 
and examined. In some instances these drops were shown by 
chemical analysis to contain resinims ingredients, and in other 
instances metallic substances in comliination with organic pro- 
ducts. They are generally very soluble in water, yielding 
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rather thick, viscous solutions upon boiling and filtration. 
When the paint is made of lead, organic salts of lead are found 
in the solution. If zinc is present in the paint, zinc salts may 
also be found by analysis. As a result of the investigation, 
the writer is firmly convinced that the formation of these 
drops may be traced to two distinct causes. In some instances 

the soluble matter contained in the wood may be brought to 
the surface, exuding at certain places in the paint film and dry- 
ing up to small, round globules. In certain types of wood 
there are exceptionally large amounts of soluble constituents 
which may appear, especially in damp weather and upon sur- 
faces which are not exposed to the sun. Such water-soluble 
substances apparently have a solvent effect upon the lead and 
zinc contained in a paint, the compounds formed being de- 
posited upon the surface of the paint in the form of globules. 
This condition, however, would occur only upon new wood. 
When wood has been painted for three or four years, it has 
weathered to such an extent that the water-soluble materials 
are pretty well leached out. It has been found, however, that 
brown spotting occurs most often upon repainting jobs, 
especially when the oil used in the paint has been of the type 
examined by the writer, containing moisture and foots of an 
infected nature. In such cases the hydrolyzing action of the 
enzymes, which takes place when such oil is used, aparently 
increases the tendency of the oil to break up into various fatty 
acids, including formic acid. This has a solvent effect upon 
the lead and zinc pigments, producing lead and zinc formates 
which are water-soluble and possessed of an astringent taste. 
It is therefore likely that such water-soluble metallic com- 
pounds, when produced, come as the result of reactions within 
the oil itself in many instances, and would again indicate the 
necessity of using properly-clarified oil. The writer has previ- 
ously pointed out that proper weathering of new wood before 
painting will largely do away with the type of spotting that 
comes from the water-soluble constituents of such wood. It 
is apparent, however, that the selection of satisfactory oil is 
an even more important consideration, especially upon repaint- 
ing work. 
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hiiiuuuizatioii of Oils. — Assiiiiiiiig that some types of oil* 
may even be responsible for defects developing in paints while 
in storage and previous lo use. the question of ininiunization 
is one worthy of consideration. Although the writer has previ- 
ously sliown that sterilization of the oil is possible by the aj>- 
plication of beat, this procedure may not lie feasible in many 




hack n( l>(>tttes shot 
brgc .iniiiiiiii i)f iiifirctcil "foots" 






instances. The same effect, however, may often l>e produced 
in the paint mill under ordinary manufacturing processes. It 
is well known that considerable heat is develoi>e<l when 
mixtures of oil and pigments are run tbrough buhrstone mills, 
the tcnijieraturc of the paint depending u|>on the rate of grind- 
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ing and set of the plates. Temperatures up to 240^ F. have 
even been recorded, and this is more than sufficient for sterili- 
zation. It is probable that many oils have thus been rendered 
harmless, whereas they might have caused trouble had they 
been mixed cold with hand paddles. Moreover, the hot paste 
paint as it issues from a mill is in a condensed form, un- 
obtainable by hand stirring. The writer has recently made a 
study of the chemical phenomena which may result from the 
storage of such paints in their wann condition. In one 
instance the hot paste was immediately thined and camied. 
In another instance the paste was allowed to cool before thin- 
ning and canning. In the latter case the paint i)roved to be in 
the most satisfactory condition after storage. When the hot 
paste is immediately canned, the continued warmth of the 
product is apt to set up slight hardening with certain pig- 
ments. It is probable, however, that the use of a water-cooled 
spout at the point of exit from the mill plates would sufficiently 
cool the issuing paste so that storage before canning would not 
be necessary. 

Conclusion. — From the previous considerations it is ap- 
parent that many painting defects may be prevented through 
the use of paints of the composite class, based upon white 
lead pigments but containing sufficient zinc oxide to present 
a firm, hard film. 

When paste paints are thinned by the painter, only clarified, 
well-settled, moisture-free linseed oil should be used. Ex- 
terior painting should always be done in dry weather if defects, 
such as washing, are to be avoided. 



Chaptkr XIX. 

CHANGES OCCURRING IN OILS AND PASTE 

PAINTS, DUE TO AUTO-HYDROLYSIS 

OF THE GLYCERIDES. 

In seeds of the oil-producing type, enzymes are known 
to exist, which have fat-spiitting properties and which exert 
a marked inliueiice upon the metahohsm of the growing plant. 
That these enzymes may continue their action, even when 
the oil from the seed is used for some commercial purpose, 
has prohahly never occurred to the student of paint technology. 
In previous investii^ations,"' the writer has referred to the 
possibility of oil hydrolysis by enzymes, and has described 
the hardening action of free fatty acids upon various pig- 
ments. As a result of more recent work, the writer is con- 
vinced that many of the phenomena referred to are due to the 
action of enzymes. The data presented below include sug- 
gestive measures for i)reventing such action. 

A majority of paints are made of linseed oil (pressed from 
flaxseed) as the chief constituent of the vehicle or liquid por- 
tion. Plant pathologists have recently shown that flaxseed 
is sometimes infected by a certain type of wilt or micro- 
organism which prevents the proper development of the plant 
resulting from the growth of the seed. The yield and 
character of flaxseed produced by such plants are low and 
unsatisfactory. It is probable that crushers have at times re- 
ceived shipments of such seed, especially during years when 
small crops were obtained. When such seed is crushed for 
its oil content, part of the micro-organisms in the seed {lasses 
into the oil. The sediment or *' foots" present in all raw 
oil is made up largely of mucilaginous and nitrogenous mat- 
ter which affords an ideal sprouting medium for micro- 
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organisms. The small percentage of moisture present in raw 
oil is also favorable to their growth. 

Flaxseed is usually steamed, previous to expression, in order 
to break up the oil cells and render the expression more com- 
plete. This steaming process is usually conducted at re- 
latively low temperatures which do not destroy the micro- 
organisms present. Spores may therefore be left in the seed, 
which may later develop micro-organisms identical with those 
present before the steaming process. These micro-organisms 
require food for their continued growth. In order to obtain 
such food, they evolve certain enzymes which have fat-split- 
ting properties. It is the writer's belief that, under favor- 
able conditions, the enzymes evolved by the micro-organisms 
present in crushed linseed oil energetically attack the oil and 
split it up into its component parts — free fatty acid and 
glycerin. Both of these substances are foods for certain types 
of micro-organisms. A freshly crushed linseed oil, of normal 
acid value of approximately 4, may contain enzymes capable 
of splitting up the oil and thus greatly increasing the acid 
value within a short time. If such oil is used in a paint con- 
taining basic pigments, trouble may ensue. After the oil 
has been split up, the fatty acid formed will react with the 
basic pigments and form metallic soaps which are not only 
insoluble in paint but which become annoying on account 
of their peculiar character. If the reaction has been strong 
and extended over a long period of time, difficulty may be 
found in brushing out such paint to a perfectly smooth surface. 

The writer recently examined a paste lead paint which 
was very granular in condition, and, as a result of the 
examination, is inclined to the opinion that the oil used in 
the paint was expressed from infected seed. This oil probably 
contained enzymes which split up the oil into its two compo- 
nent parts. The basic pigments in the paint neutralized a 
portion of the fatty acids which w^ere set free, and thereby 
formed little lumps of insoluble fatty acid soaps which were 
apparently made up of the higher fatty acids. Another paste 
paint was examined and found to be very lumpy. The Itmips 
could not be brushed out to a smooth surface. Some had the 
appearance of dried bits of paint skins. Others resembled 
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lumps of wax. These lumps, upon analysis, were separated 
into a liquid fatty acid having an acid value of ai)proximately 
i8o, a solid fatty product having an acid value of 84. and a 
metallic pigment which was i)resent in combination with a 
part of the organic acid as a metallic soap. The micro- 
organisms in the oil i)aint may have had a selective action 
upon the lower fatty acids, thus leaving a concentration of the 
higher and more active fatty acids to combine with the basic 
pigment in the paint. 

Previous to this investigation, the writer had ol)taine<l a 
sample of linseed oil which had given much trouble to 
pigment grinders. When this oil was used in making white 
lead paints, considerable thickening occurred after six months 
or a vear. 

The oil was very cloudy in appearance. The followinj^ 
analvtical results were shown: 

Specific ^rrax itv -9450 

Todinc number i/i-.^ 

SaponiricaticMi niinil)cr I3.V- 

Acid lumihcr i.\ 

Foots ( per cent. ) by voh'nie 9.0 

Moisture and volatile matter (per cent.).... .6S 

The "foots" present had an acid value of Us). .\fter clari- 
fication, by repeated centrifuj^inj^;, the oil gave the following 
constants : 

fodine number '77-.? 

Saponification number 190.2 

.Acid number 3.9 

A sterile platinum needle was dipped into the "foots" ob- 
tained from the above-described oil, and an extremely minute 
quantity was placed separately upon sterile agar-agar, gelatin 
and beef bouillon contained in test tubes. The tul)es were 
placed in an oven at 37 . .\t the end of 24 hours there was 
shown in each test tube a most marked development of white 
mould. Some of the incubated bouillon culture was then plated 
out upon agar-agar in petri dishes and again incubated at 37° 
for 24 hours. \\ the end of that time the surface of the agar 
was covered with micro-organisms which were growing in 
profu.^e (juantities ( I'^ig. 134). Some of these were trans- 



ferred to a microscopic slide, stained, and examined with an 
oil immersion lens. A distinct form of bacilli was plainly 
shown (Figs. 135 and 136). In appearance, the bacilli were 
similar to the hay bacillus which is known to exist in some 
kinds of grain. 

A portion of the above-described oil was then mixed with 
corroded white lead and thoroughly ground to a smooth, 
heavy paste. The paste paint was placed in an oven heated 
to 37° C. and allowed lo remain there for one week. At the 




Colony of Bacilli Obiained f^ 



end of that time an e.xamination of tin. paint showed a few 
tiny granules, indicating that some reaction had taken place. 
A portion of the oil was extracted and ils acid value found 
to be two points higher than that shown bv ilie original oil. 
thus indicating hydrolysis. The presence of mere traces of 
acetic acid, free carbonic acid and moisture in white lead 
may have had an accelerating influence on the action of the 
enzymes. Such impurities prnbably act in a catalytic maimer. 
Under favorable conditioiis. and with several week*' time for 
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reaction, much greater hydrolysis would have taken place. 
Within a year or two the lead paste might have become very 
granular. An experiment was tlten conducted to determine 
the effect of the micro-orgaiiisms jiresent in the cloudy oil. 
when allowed to react with oils known to be free from such 
micro-organisms. .X portion of the cloudy oil. which had 
shown a marked development of mould, was mixed with a 
sample of pure linseed oil of known acid value. .\ few drops 
of water containing carbon dioxide gas were added. The 






Oil 

acid value of the mixture was delemiined. At the end of 
forty-eight houm the acid value of the oil mixture was 10 
per cent, greater than l)^*l'i)re. 

Some expcrimctil-- were then made to determine whether 
the bacilli in the i!nu<l\ -ample of lini^ecd oil could I>e de- 
stroyed by aililing >mall ipiantitio of antiseptic substances. 
The oil was di-trilmicl in test lube- and treated with small 
percentage- of anti-eptie- -neb as eie-i>l, earbiilic acid, salicylic 
acid, sodium benzoatc. etc. Sterile agar wa- then inoculated 
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with lliese samples of oil, and incubated. At the end of 
twenty-four hours a development of mould was shown upon 
each, thus showing thai the above-named powerful antiseptic 
substances had not desiroyed to any marked extent the micro- 
organisms iiresent in the oil. 

An attempt was then made to determine whether the micro- 
organisms could be destroyed by heat. Samples of the cloudy 
oil were healed individually to 100°, 150°, and 200° C. As 
soon as the maximum iem)>eralure was reached, the oil was 




immediately allowed to cool. Uy this process the constants of 
the oil were not changed to any material extent. Test tubes 
containing agar were then treated with these heated oils. At 
the end of periods of twenty-four hours, forty-eight hours, 
seventy-two hours, and one week, absolutely no development 
of mould was shown. Bacilli could not be found in the 
incubated agar. These experiments indicate that the presence 
of micro-organisms in linseed oil which comes from i>oor 
seed, may be destroyed by rapidly heating the oil to roo" C, 
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immediately withdrawing the heat to prevent oxidation, and 
allowing to cool. This heating process has the added ad- 
vantage of rendering the oil clearer and better suited for 
general purposes. During the past, some manufacturers have 
used refined oil which has probably been heated during the 
process of refinement to the critical temperature noted above. 
For this reason, paints made of such oil have not deteriorated. 
On the other hand, some manufacturers have used raw oil 
which has not been refined or heated to 100° C, and such oil 
in some instances has pro])ably been responsi])!e for the 
granular condition observed in the lead ])astc. 

It is intcreslin^:^ in this connection to record the condition 
of several prepared paints which were recently examined by 
the writer. These paints had been found among an old stock 
of su])plics. They were ])ackc(l in iS<)S. After sixteen years, 
no luni])in<^, hardening or granulation had taken place. Thes 
were in perfect condition. I*oth lead and zinc whites were 
used in the pigment portion. The result of this examina- 
tion would indicate that properly prepared paints made of 
good oil are capa])le of remaining in good condition for many 
years in sealed packages. 

.\fter making the above-outlined ex[)erinients. the writer 
made a search of the literature bearing on the metamorphosis 
of oils, and fouud several instances of the development <>f 
fatty acids in abmirnial annmnt. Craniplon ■ examined butter 
that had been ke[)t in his laboratory for three years. The 
acid value had risen in that time from 5 to 109. He at- 
tribiUes this change to the action of moulds which were identi- 
fied as Coniosporiiini and IVnicillinm (?). Similar experi- 
ments on butler were conducted by Koenig, Spiechermann 
and l.reiner,+ who attribute the acti(Mi to enzymes evolved. 
Lewkowitscht refers at length to the fat-splitting properties 
of enzymes, and points out the better keeping properties of 
lard rendered by steam at 100° to 120° C. as compared with 
neutral lard rendered at a low temperature not sufficient to 
destroy all of the enzymes present. I.ewkowitsch also refers 
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to the rancidity developed in a sample of palm oil, which 
had been kept away from light and air, as proving that enzyme 
action can take place in oils stored in closed containers. 

It has occured to the present writer that the rancidity of 
many oils could be prevented by inhibiting enzyme action. 
For instance, it is quite possible that the odor of fish oils is 
due to the development of evil-smelling free acids developed 
by enzyme action. If fish oils were treated immediately after 
pressing, it is possible that better-smelling products could be 
produced from marine animals. That the study of enzyme 
action should extend to other oils used in the manufacture 
of paint and varnish seems to the writer as most important. 
Many of the peculiarities of such oils as tung and lumbang 
might receive more satisfactory explanation as a resuh of 
studies. It is also possible that new light might be thrown 
upon the interesting subject of oil synthesis. 

In summing up the results of the present work, the writer 
would call the attention of the oil crusher to the advisability 
of heating raw linseed oil to at least loo*^ C. previous to ship- 
ment. Oil which has been treated in such fashion is "im- 
mune," or "sterile," and will therefore be found much more 
satisfactory for grinding basic pigments having a lead or zinc 
base. The writer would also call attention to the necessity 
of using well-filtered oils. Oils having a large percentage of 
"'foots'* arc always dangerous to use with basic pigfments. 



ClIAPTKR XX. 

THE EFFECT OF IMGMEXTS UPOX THE 
COXSTAXTS OF LIXSEED OIL. 

When sealed packages of paints of ilie chea])er ijra<lL*s are 
opened after having ])een stored for a considerahle length of 
time, there is occasionally ol)serve(l a clegree of harchiess that 
renders application difficult. The user is generally at a loss to 
account for such a condition, inasmuch as the modern metal 
container is air-tight and has hut little room for improvement. 
The cause of the hardening that has taken place may therefore 
be assumed to result from certain reactions between the dif- 
ferent constituents of the paint. There can be no doubt but 
that certain kinds of pigments have some influence in the re- 
actions that result in hardening, biU the responsibility has l>een 
too often placed entirely with the pigment portion of paints. 
That the oil or vehicle i)art may have an even more profound 
relation to the trouble has not been given the consideration 
it deserves. In supi)()rt of this statement there is presented 
herewith evidence of an imi)ortant nature, in the form of re- 
sults obtained from the tests described below. 

Early in 191 1 the writer carefully prepared a series of 
paints from various well-known pigments, using as a grinding 
medium a standard vehicle of pure linseed oil containing 
neither drier nor thinner of anv tvpe. The amount of oil 
used with each pigment was sufticient to bring the paints in 
every case to relatively the same viscosity or body, which was 
somewhat heavier than is ordinarily used in the application of 
paints to wooden or metal surfaces. These paints, after 
preparation, were carefully placed in friction-top tin con- 
tainers. Thev were moved about occasionallv and were sub- 
jected to shipment by freight on two occasions, finally remain- 
ing on a shelf in the writer's laboratory for nearly a year previ- 
ous to examination. L'pon removing the lids from the cans 
there was evidenced, by the appearance of some of the paints, 
a considerable change of a chemical nature. The writer, at- 
tributing the change that had taken place to a form of sa])oniri- 
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cation, or rather hydrolysis, as such action may be properly 
termed in the case of paints, was impressed with the op- 
portunity of examining the oii content of the paints, in order 
to determine whether any marked change had occurred in the 
constants of the pure Hnseed oil which was used in their 
grinding. Fortunately, there was on record the analysis of 
the oil which had been used for this purpose. The liquid part 
of each paint was separated from the pigment portion and the 
oil was obtained and submitted to examination. The results 
of these tests are given below. 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION OF OILS EXTRACTED FROM PAINTS. 

Attalysis of Oil Used iu Grinding and Thinning Paints: 

Specific gravity .932 

Ash 190% 

Iodine Xo 181 . 

Acid value 2.5 

Test Xo. i. 
Zinc Oxide. 

Condition on Opening. — Paint in excellent condition. Very 
soft. Some oil of light color floating on top. After extrac- 
tion with solvent the oil contained fine white zinc of a colloidal 
nature, which separated out only after several days' standing. 

Analysis of extracted oil: 

Specific gravity .9^37 

Ash 0.369^^ (white) 

Iodine Xo 161 . 

Acid value 3.5 

Test No. 2. 
Corroded IVIiite Lead (Basic Carbonate-White Lead). 

Condition on Opening. — Paint had thick, wrinkled skin on 
top, but was in very fair condition. Oil. after extraction, was 
light colored and clear. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific gravity • 937-2 

Ash 1 . 149% ( light yellow ) 

Iodine No 157-5 

Acid value 8.6 
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Test No. 3. 

Leaded Zinc. 

Condition on Opening. — Paint in very good condition. Con- 
siderable oil floating on top. Oil, after extraction, was some- 
what cloudy, but cleared up after settling for twenty-four 
hours. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific ^^ravity -95^ 

Ash ()22^c (white) 

Iodine Xu 157-4 

Acid vahu' 5.7 

Test Xo. 4. 

Corrcded whito ka<l ( l)a^ic carhonali-uhite lca<l) 50*^*- 



Zinc (>.\id<.' 40^ 



r^. 



f 



l^arytes lo^c 

Condition on Opcnincf. — Paint in excellent condition. Some 
oil floating on top. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific j^rax it\ 

.\sh ("^TA^/f < light yellow) 

Iodine Xo '54-1 

Acid vahu- ^).r 

Test NO. s. 

Snhlinicd wintc kad ( ha-^ic sulphatr-white lead)., 6o','r 
Zinc oxide 4<'**f 

I (hV 't 

Condition on Opening. — i^aint in excellent condition. Some 
oil floating on top. 

Analysis of oil: 

Sptcihc i^ravitv .'M,U 

Ash .6j6r-r ( white") 

hidiiu* N*<' '57-^ 

\iid vahi' ?.6 
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Test No. 6. 

Barytes (Barium Sulphate), 

Condition on Opening. — Paint settled to a considerable ex- 
tent. Much clear oil floating on top. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific gravity -9325 

Ash 212% (light) 

Iodine No 160.6 

Acid value 3-5 

Test No. 7. 

Silica. 

Condition on Opening. — Heavy, viscous oil, resembling a 
varnish, was floating on a partly-settled mass of pigment. 
After extraction, the oil held some finely-divided pigment in 
suspension for some time. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific gravity O-i^S 

Ash '. 2 )4'/c ( light ) 

Iodine No ij<) j 

Acid value S . 7 

Test No. 8. 
Atnerican Vermilion (Basic Cliromatc of Lead). 

Condition on Opening. — Pigment settled very hard. Oil. 
after extraction, was dark, but clear. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific gravity .939 

Ash 1 .2719^ CycUou'l 

Iodine Xo 156.7 

Acid value 8.3 

Test No. 9. 

Red Lead. 

Condition on Opening. — Pigment settled very hard. A thick, 
gelatinous oil floating on top of pigment. Oil. after extraction 
was dark brown in color. 
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.hialysis of oil: 

Specific gravity 

Ash 15-56% (light red) 

Iodine No 135*4 

Acid value 19.2 

Test Xt>. 10. 

Iron Oxide. 

Conditio ft on Opening. — In excellent condition. Very soft, 
smooth paste. After extraction, the oil was clear, but of a 
dark red color. 

^Inalysis of oil: 

Specific gravity -9457 

Ash .' 456*7<; ( red) 

Iodine Xo 156.3 

Acid vahie 8.6 

Test Xo. 11. 

Carbon Black. 

Condition on Opening. — Thin, wrinkled skin on surface. 
Paste below skin very soft and smooth. After extraction, the 
oil was clear and of li^ht color. 

Analysis of oil: 

Specific gravity •035v» 

Ash '. uj^^/f { light ) 

Iodine Xo lO^. 

Acid \ ahie 105 

Test Xo. 12. 

Graphite. 

Condition on Opening. — \*ery soft and smooth paste. After 
extraction, the oil was clear and li^ht in color. 

Analysis of oil: 

Speoitic gravitv 

Ash 20i*;'f ( light) 

Iodine No 158.5 

Acid vahu- 13. 3 
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These results show that inert pigments such as barytes, iron 
oxide, graphite and carbon black do not enter into chemical 
action with linseed oil: the percentage of ash found in the 
oil extracted from the above pigments being practically identi- 
cal with the percentage shown by the raw oil. That such pig- 
ments may, however, have some physical action upon the 
oil, that will later develop a chemical change therein, seems 
evident. The thickened condition of the oil extracted from 
the -silica paint, and the low^ iodine values and high acid vaiues 
shown bv all of the oils extracted from the above-mentioned 
inert pigments, would give credence to the above statement. 

The pigment that is ordinarily termed American vermilion, 
the true form of which is a basic chromate of lead, seems to 
have had no very marked effect upon the oil in which it was 
ground. It would seem, therefore, that it would prove quite 
practical to transport this pigment in paste form. On ac- 
count of its value as a protective of metal, it will probably re- 
place, to some extent, the use of red lead for priming steel. 
The pigment red lead had a marked hydrolyzing reaction on 
the oil in which it was ground. The latter contained a ver>' 
large percentage of lead linoleate, free fatty acid, and glycerin. 
The iodine number of this oil was lower than that of any 
other extracted. It is, of course, well known that red lead, 
on account of its tendency to harden in the package, is seldom 
put up in mixed form. The dry pigment is generally mixed 
with oil just before application, from 30 to 35 pounds of 
pigment to a gallon of oil being the proper consistency for 
painting. 

Zinc oxide and zinc lead had but slight action with the oil, 
while basic carbonate-white lead showed somewhat greater 
action, but not sufficient to be of any detriment. With paints 
containing mixtures of lead and zinc pigments only slight 
action was shown. The perfect condition of these paints indi- 
cates that any properly-prepared combination pigment paint 
may be safely stored in cans for long periods without bad ef- 
fects, provided the oil used is of normal grade. 

The most surprising change shown in the tests was that 
in the iodine values of the oils extracted from all of the paints. 
It would appear, therefore, that w^hen paints are stored for a 
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considerable period of time and then examined for the iodine 
value of their oil content a lowering of the iodine value should 
not constitute cause for rejection or be sufficient evidence to 
state that the oil was adulterated with oils of lower iodine 
value. Cognizance of this statement should be given by rail- 
roads and purchasing corporations which have adopt erl s|)eciti- 
cations for oil paints. 

As is well known, linseed oil is a mixture of tri-glycerides 
of fatty acids. In other words, fatty acids are combined 
with glycerin in the proportion of three equivalents of acid to 
one equivalent of glycerin, the latter material acting as a tri- 
atomic alcohol or base. The fatty acids in linseed oil, among 
which may be mentioned oleic acid, are of an unsaturated 
nature, being capable of taking up large quantities of oxygen. 
The combination of these fatty acids with glycerin may be 
effected by certain enzymes which exist in the seed of the 
plant. Moreover, the resolution of such compounds with a 
conseciuent breaking away of the acids from the glycerin, 
to a free condition, may be accomplished by enz\Tnes which 
have hydrolyzing properties. This splitting-up reaction may 
also be effected by several methods of a chemical nature. The 
hydrolyzing effect of moisture is sometimes of considerable 
moment and is probably responsible to some degree for the 
small percentage of free fatty acid which is generally present 
in all linseed oils. That some oils have higher acid values 
than others is well known, the acid retined oils being esj)ecially 
high in free acid : treatment with various mineral acids ac- 
celerating hydrolysis. The most rapid form of hydrolysis i> 
efTected with strong bases such as soda, the ultimate products 
being water-soluble soda soaps and glycerin. When the hydr<»- 
lyzing base is a relatively insoluble |)roduct and of a metallic 
nature such as litharge, the hydrolysis of the oil is slow and 
only partial, there being formed a water-insoluble lead soaf>. 
glycerin, and some free fatty acid. 

When hydrolysis has taken place in a paint, considerable 
thickening is obser\ed. In the tests which are charted above 
it will be observed that the most extravagant example of 
hv(lrolysi< was >liown b\ the red-lead paint. The oil fniin 
this paint showed over 15 per cent, of inorganic lead com- 
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pounds in the ash. It will also be noticed that the oil had 
become very acid in nature and had the appearance of a thick 
jelly. Although the red-lead paint was very thick, dif- 
ficult to break up, and too heavy for brushing, it was not 
really hard. The writer has had occasion, however, to examine 
several samples of paint recently which were very much harder 
than the red lead, one, in fact, being so hard that a knife was 
required to make any impression upon its solidified surface. 
These paints, moreover, contained pigments of a basic nature, 
containing a very high percentage of lead and zinc. An 
examination of the oil in which these paints were ground 
showed acid values ranging from 8 to }(k That the reaction 
of the free acid upon the pigments was the real cause of the 
hardening of the paint was the writer's conclusion. A series 
of tests were therefore made, in which was included the treat- 
ment of paints with small percentages of free oleic acid, one 
of the most prominent constituents found in oils of a high 
acid value. There were also included tests in which paints 
were treated with sulphites, there existing in the paint industry 
a false belief that lead and zinc pigments are apt to body and 
harden in oil if they contain even traces of sulphur dioxide 
or sulphites. Those who have held such a belief should some 
time examine paints made of sublimed blue lead, a pigment 
which contains nearly 5 per cent of metallic sulphites and 
sulphides. This pigment will remain as a smooth paste in 
oils for months without any apparent hardening. 

Small quantities of dry zinc and lead pigments (basic car- 
bonate-white lead, basic sulphate-white lead, zinc oxide, and 
zinc lead) were ground in a pure raw linseed oil having a 
normal acid value of approximately 2.8. After standing for 
three days, no tendency toward hardening was shown by any 
of the paints. They were then divided into small portions, 
and to each type were added various materials which were 
under suspicion as having, when used, some contributing effect 
in the hardening of paint. The following table shows the 
results of these experiments: 

r Considerable hardening shown in 
Treatment with 20 per cent, glos;; J 24 hours, indicating action be- 

oil (14 rosin, J^ benzine") | tween the acid rosin (resinic 

1 acids) and the basic pigments. 
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Treatment with 2 per cent, so \ v- a s. *• j • ^ j 
dium hyposulphite \^^ ^^^<^^ "°^'^^^ *" ^ <*^>'^- 

TrMtment with - n^r r^nf nleir i Hardening occurred in two houn* 
add "^ ■ ^"^ increased with age. Paint 
i resembled hard putty. 

From these results it is apparent that oils of an acid nature 
are the most active cause of paint hardening. The use in 
cheaper paints of substitutes for linseed oil, which contain 
large percentages of rosin, as well as the promiscuous use of 
acid rosin driers, has been the cause of the hardening of many 
paints. Linseed oil containing high percentages of acid is, 
of course, dangerous. It is evident, therefore, that a care- 
ful consideration of the vehicle portion of a paint is even 
more important than the pigment part, and a careful record 
of the acidity of paint oils should be kept by the grinder. 
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Chapter XXI. 

STORAGE CHANGES IN VEGETABLE AND AXLMAL 

OILS. 

The writer's attention has recently been cailed to instances 
where Hnseed oil that has been separated from paints has 
shown low chemical constants, in one instance, several bar- 
rels of paint made of pure raw linseed oil stood in a factory 
yard for a few weeks, exposed in the daytime to the sun. A 
temperature of 115' F. was probably reached in the middle 
of the day. Upon analysis, the consumer found the oil that 
was separated from the paint to have a lower iodine number 
than that called for by the specifications. The shipment of 
paint was accordingly rejected. Since pure linseed oil of 
the proper iodine number was used in the paint, it is apparent 
that hydrolysis occurred on storage. That such changes are 
I>ossible siiould, therefore, be considered by the testing 
engineer when examining the vehicles of specification paints 
that have not been freshlv used. 

The writer has previously pointed out the degree of change 
which may be expected to take place in linseed oil when 
ground with various pigments, and he has also indicated the 
contributing effects of impurities in oils. Some more recent 
work has shown that nearly all oils, even when not in contact 
with pigments, will show changes in their chemicaL constants 
when allowed to stand for a period of time. The drop in 
iodine number is generally accompanied by a rise in specific 
gravity and acid value. 

Quantities of a number of oils were obtained by the writer 
several years ago for use in the exposure tests made at Wash- 
ington to determine the wearing properties of such oils when 
used in paints. Analyses of these oils at various periods are 
shown in the attached tables. 
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Table 25. 



<■ wlu-ii .'ils i.viv first i'b!,iiii,-d atid ./; moiilhs later, ai the 
• used ill rcpaintiufi ti-sls. The ails ziere again iiiutyai 
r, ill Sef'li-iiil'iT. iiji'i. Cliciiih-al ihiiiiycs OitUrriiiff in the 
I l-y the .•.■iiilams. 



Raw LiiiM'irl ( 
March. I'j 
N.)v.'ml..r 
S>.-p'<Mi)«r 

Sov;i lifaii Oil 
■ M:irdi, 1; 

SeplcmlKT 

Mcnhadcti Oil 
Man-li. 1; 
Xovi'Militr. 
Scpn^mlKT 

Raw TiiiiK Oil 
Mardi, 1., 
NincriiliiT. 
Si|.nnil.<r 

Pertlla Oil - 
Marili, i., 
X..v.-mi..r 

Perilla Oil ( S 

Mar.'li. l; 
S(>\vniU-T. 
Sf-pH.-iiit.tr 

Heavvl«i.lii''l 
Mardi. i.> 

I.i(hni;ra|.lii.- I 



^.3 


6-3 
9.0 


i!49« 
1.4876 


ISO. 9 
1.177 


3-7 
13 4 

9-2 


1.4«9<. 
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Table 25 — Continued. 



Sp. Iodine Sapon. Acid Rcfrac. 

Gr. No. No. I No. Index. 

i I 



Boiled Linseed Oil — 

March, 191 1 941 172 187 2.7 

November, 1914 943 I70 188 3.1 1.4895 

Corn Oil- 
November, 1914 921 124.8 190 I 41 1.4800 

September, 1916 924 121. 3 191. i 4.6 ' I.4707 

' ' '. *. 

Cottonseed Oil — 

November. 1914 920 ill. 7 194-3 0-9 i-478i 

Septeml>er, 1916 924 no. 6 192-9 1-4 1.4681 

Rosin Oil — 

November, 1914 9^4 68.9 35.5 32.4 

September, 1916 964 66.0 36.6 31.6 

Treated Tung Oil*— 

November, 1914 882 56.4 101.3 7,7 147^ 

September, 1916 884 53.2 103.2 8.0 X.4660 

Lumbang Oil — 

November, 1914 927 162 189 i.o 1.4789 

September, 1916 926 164.0 188.9 '-9 1-4748 

Sunflower Oil — 

November, 1914 924 124.6 189.3 7-5 1-4796 

September, 1 016 923 122.2 190.2 9.0 1.4712 

Hempseed Oil — 

November, 1914 927 149-4 191. i 3 9 1.4822 

September. 1916 930 146. i 191. o 5.0 1-4745 

Shark Oil- 
November, 1914 910 132.8 158.9 5-2 1. 4815 

September. 1 916 915 127.4 ^ 163.3 6.2 1.4722 

Sardine Oil — 

November. 1914 9^9 134-6 177-3 10 4 1.4800 

September, 1916 962 91.4 180.2 31. i 1.4755 

Petroleum Oil — 

November. 1914 851 2^.2 52.9 i.i r.4773 

September, 1916 850 28.0 48.6 i .0 1.4669 

♦Heat treated with driers and thinned with mineral spiris. 
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Table 26. 

Efkkct of vSterilization on Oils. 

Original oil analyzed in Xoi'embcr 1914. Indizidual portions placed in sep- 
arate bottles. One set of bottles sealed and heated to no" C. Both sets 
again analyzed in September, igi6. 



Sp. 

(;r. 



Iodine Sapon. i Acid 

Xo. No. No 



Raw Unseed Oil — 

November, 1914 

September, 1916 

Sterilized — Sept., 1916.. 



Sunflower Oil — 

November, 1914 

September, 1916 

Sterilized — Sept., 1916.. 



Menhaden Oil - 

November, 1914 

September. 1916 

Sterilized — Sci)t.. 1916.. 



Perilla Oil - 

November, 1914 

September, 1916 

Sterilized — Sept., 1916.. 



933 
936 

934 



.924 
.9-23 
• 925 



185.4 189.6 
176.9 190.2 
187. 1 190.4 



2.S 

3-3 
3.1 



124.6 
122.2 
124.6 



189.3 
100.2 

189.9 



■ 934 
.938 

•937 



156.3 
144.0 

1556 



193 7 
191. 4 

192. 1 



7.5 
9.0 

6.3 



16. 1 
IQ.2 
16.3 



Refrac. 
Index. 



I.4S67 
I.479B 
1.4776 



1.4796 
I 4712 
1.4696 



1.4850 
I 4768 
1.4782 



94 

939 
.941 



172 
160.9 

174.3 



195 4 

193-3 
194.2 



7.4 I 4874 

14.8 1.4767 

12.6 1.4788 



Taulk 27. 
R.MMH Hvukoi.Ysis (»k Ijnskkd Oil l%.MrLsioNs. 

Equal parts by itilunic af i^atcr and I'il emulsified xvith i per cent neutral 
gum. limulsions kept in incubator at Jir C. for ./5 days. At this tem- 
perature, in the presence of iK-atcr. and icith a possibility of the acceler- 
ating action of enzymes, oils luize rapidly developed free acid. 







1 




.Acid value. 










.\prill. 


.\pril 6. 


1 AprillH. 


.May 4. 


1 

; May 16. 


I 


Raw 


2.1 1 


30 


5.6 


6 


8.4 


2. 


Raw- -Sterilized 


J.I 


2':^ 


2.6 


4.0 


(».2 


3. 


Alkali Refined 


16 


2.4 


2.4 

1 


6.6 


• • • • 


4- 


Acid Rcliiicd 


i;.(. 


15. s 


t 


' 35.8 


44.8 




.•\cid Refined 


30 


4.0 


15.0 


.U.o 


38.0 


C). 


Boiled 


4.6 


7.4 


13.<> 


22.0 


38.8 



... J. .. '^^ 



Chapter XXII. 
PAINT DRIERS AND THEIR APPLICATION. 

Driers. — The drying of oils and their behavior with 
various siccatives in varying quantity is an interesting prob- 
lem, and, obviously, of considerable importance from a 
practical standpoint. Unfortunately there is a decided 
scarcity of reliable literature dealing with the subject for the 
guidance of those concerned in the manufacture or applica- 
tion of siccative products. Furthermore, when the problem 
is investigated, it is not difficult to see why this is so. 

At a glance, it is evident that a decided obstacle in experi- 
mentation on the drying properties of oils, is the difficulty 
in obtaining identical conditions for comparative purposes. 
Inasmuch as a multitude of factors, such as uniformity and 
homogeneity of the driers and the oils themselves, intensity 
and source of light, temperature, uniformity of application, 
and many others, play a decisive part in the drying tendencies 
of oils, the resources and ingenuity of the chemist engaged in 
the research are taxed. 

It is a well-known fact that linseed oil, when applied to a 
clean surface, such as a glass plate, will undergo oxidation and 
take up oxygen to the extent of about i6 per cent., forming a 
hard, elastic, non-sticky product which has been called linoxyn. 
This material, unlike the oil from which it has been formed, 
is insoluble in most solvents. Other oils, such as cottonseed, 
hemp, rape, olive, etc., are more fully satisfied in nature and 
have not the power to absorb the amount of oxygen taken 
up by linseed oil. Perilla oil, however, may absorb as high as 
20 per cent, of oxygen. 

In carrying out the following tests, on the drying of oils, 
a quantity of pure linseed oil of the following analysis was 
secured : 

Specific gravity at 15° C 0-934 

Acid number 5 

Saponification number IQI/^ 

Iodine number 188 
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Tliis oil was distributed into a nuniher of 8 oz. oil sample 
bottles, and to a series of tbese bottles was added varying 
qtiantities of a very concentrated drier made by boiling oil 
to 400^ C in an open kettle, with the subsequent addition of 
lead oxide. The amount of drier added to each bottle varied 
according to the percentage desired ; being calculated on the 
lead content of the drier, which was very acctirately de- 
termined by analysis. 

There was secured in this manner a series of oils contain- 
ing varying amounts of lead oxide, and from this lot was 
selecled a certain number of samples which would be repre- 
sentative and typical of the vehicles of paints now found in 
the market. 

Another series of tests were made by combining with a 
large ntnnber of samples of pure linseed oil as used above, 
various percentages of a manganese drier made by l>oiHng 
oil at 4(X) degrees and incorporating therewith manganese 
dioxide. 

Still another series of tests were made upon a number of 
oils into which were incorporated various small quantities of 
lead oxide and manganese oxide together, using the standard 
driers made in the above maimer, all of which were carefully 
analyzed to determine their contents. 

In view of the errors in manipulation that could occur 
where so many tests were made, it was not deemed advisable, 
in carrying out the tests, to use glass plates, on which only 
a minute (juantity of oil cotild be maintained. A much better 
solution of the difhculty presented itself in using a series of 
small, round, crimped-ed^e tin plates about three inches in 
diameter, such as <ire used for lids of friction-top cans. 

With paints it is im|)Ossible to secure films as thin as those 
presented by layers of oil on glass, nor would it be desirable 
to sectne films of this same relative thickness. For this rea- 
son, an endeaNor was made to conduct the following tests with 
films of the same relative thickness as that possessed by the 
average coating of i)aint. The drying of the films did not 
take place in the same short period, nor in the same ratio as 
with the thin layer that is secured by flowing oil upon glass. 
The result^. Imwever. are intorestini^:. 

The c<»ntaincr^ were care full v numbered in consecutive «»nler. 
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corresponding to the numbers on the various samples of oil. 
A very small quantity of oil was placed in each of the covers, 
which were previously weighed, and allowed to distribute itself 
over the bottom surface thereof. Re- weighing of the covers 
gave the amount of oil which was taken for each test. The 
test samples in the covers were all placed in a large box with 
glass sides, having a series of perforated shelves. In the 
side of this box was an opening through which a tube was 
passed, carrying a continual current of air washed and dried 
in sulphuric acid. Oxidation of the oil films commenced at 
once, and the amount of oxygen absorbed was determined at 
suitable periods, by weighing, the increase in weight giving 
this factor. This test was kept up for a period of twenty 
da vs. 

A test was also made in the same manner with a current 
of damp air passing into the box, to observe the relative 
oxidation under such conditions. 

The results obtained are given in Tables 28-31. 

The following outline will present to the mind of the reader 
the most salient points which have been gleaned from these 
experiments, and which should give the manufacturer some 
knowledge as to the percentage of oxides to use either in 
boiled oil, paints or varnishes. 

In the case of lead oxide, an increase in the percentage 
added to the oil causes a relative increase in the oxygen 
absorption, but when a very large percentage of lead has been 
added, the film of oil dries to a film that is excessively hard. 

In the case of manganese oxide, the increase in oxygen 
absorption on the first day is much more pronounced than is 
the case with lead oxides. Furthermore, the oxidation of 
manganese oils seems to be relative to the increase in man- 
ganese up to a certain period, when the reverse of this seems 
to take place, and beyond a certain definite percentage of 
manganese, added percentages seem to be of no value. The 
oxygen absorption with oils high in manganese has been 
noticed to be excessive, and the film of oil becomes surface- 
coated, drying beneath in a very slow manner, a condi- 
tion that often leads to checking. The percentage where 
manganese renders the greatest eflriciency seems to be 0.02 per 
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cent. This critical j)ercenta^c, as it may be termed, should not 
be exceeded, as any added amount of manganese has the effect 
of making^ tlie fihn more brittle. In the same way with lead 
driers, excessive amount^ of lead oxide seem to have no bene- 
ficial elYecl on the drying of an oil, and when the percentage 
which seems to be the m()>t beneficial, namely 0.5 per cent. lea<l 
oxide, is exceeded, the film is a|)t to become brittle. 

Oils containing lead oxide driers are less influenced in 
their drying tendencies by conditions of moisture in the atmos- 
phere than oils containing manganese, but frequently, how- 
ever, the former dry much better in a dry atmosphere. As 
a general rule, varnishes rich in manganese dry more quickly 
in a dry atmosphere, while those containing small quantities 
may in some instances dry more (juickly in a damp atmosphere. 

It was furthermore noticed in these tests that sulphuric 
acid, |)lace(l in dishes on the bottom of the large box in which 
the samples of oil were drying, were discolored and turned 
brown after several days, showing that the acid had taken 
up some material of a volatile nature that was a product of 
the oxidation. 

Another curious feature of these tests was the development 
of a peculiar aromatic odor which was given off by the oils 
upon their drying in dry air. When the oils were dried in 
moist air. a rank odor resembling propionic acid was obser\'ed, 
and this led the observer to believe that a reaction was effected 
by the absorbed oxygen, that caused the glycerin combined 
with the linoleic acid as linolein to split up into evil-smelling 
comf)Oun(ls. It has been sugi^^ested that the oxygen first at- 
tacks the glycerin, transforming it into carbonic acid, water 
and other volatile compounds, which are eliminated before 
the oil i^ dried to linoxyn. Mulder has observed that in the 
process of linseed oil l)eing oxidized, glycerin is set free, which 
becomes oxidized to formic, acetic and other acids, while the 
acid radicals are >et free and are converted by oxygen into the 
anhydrides, from which they pass by further oxidation into 
linoxyn* 

Tile iheory of auto-oxidation of linseed oil has been ver\* 
ablv treated by lUackler, whose experiments indicated that 
durin.Lj the drying process the slow absorption of oxygen was. 

♦Sec "The Cnniposition «»f Paint Vapors," p. 218. 
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at a critical period, followed by a rapid absorption which he 
attributes to the presence of i)eroxides which accelerate oxida- 
tion. The materials produced by this peroxide fonriation 
may act as catalyzers and accelerate the fonriation of more 
peroxide. Lead and manganese oxides may also be oxidized 
to peroxides by the action of oxygen and in this event might 
act as very active catalyzing agents or carriers of oxygen, 
lilacker's statement that the presence of driers do not increase, 
but have a tendency to decrease the initial velocity of oxygen 
absorption, has l)een confirmed by these experiments. 

Some most interesting results were secured by dipping ex- 
tremely fine copper gauze into linseed oil, and then suspending 
the gauze in the air. The adhesion of the oil to the copper 
caused the formation of films between the network, and re- 
markable drying action was observed. The copper or any 
superficial coating of copper oxide which may have been 
present on the metal, undoubtedly affected the result to some 
extent. It has been found that metallic lead is even more 
efficient than copper in this respect, but this may be due to the 
action of free acid in the linseed oil, forming lead linoleates, 
products that greatly accelerate drying. Another interest- 
in*/ experiment was made by taking pieces of gauze cloth and 
immersing in linseed oil. After the excess oil had been re- 
moved, by pressing, the cloth was again weighed to determine 
the amount of oil used for the experiment. The increase in 
oxyi^en absorption in this case was very rapid. In order to 
secure a more evenly distributed state of the oil, tests were 
conducted by saturating pieces of stiff blotting pai)ers and after 
exposure weijL^^hing as usual. 

The influence of light on the drying of oils is unquestionably 
a potent one. The practical painter knows that a certain 
varnish will dry quicker when exposed to the light than 
when in the dark. Chevreul was one of the first pioneers in 
this field of research to observe the eflfects of cc^lored lights on 
drying, and he claimed that oil exposed under white glass dried 
more rapidly than when exposed under red glass which elim- 
inates all light of short wave lengths. 

Genthe obtained interesting results in the drying of oil sub- 
mitted to the effect of the mercury lamp. Oxidation without 
driers was effected probably through the fonnation of 
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peroxides. In commenting on this subject, Blackler"^ gives 
a description of the use of the Uviol Lamp, which is similar 
to the mercury lamp, but has instead of a glass casing, which 
cuts off the valuable rays, a fused quartz casing which allows 
their passage. 

In the boiling of linseed oil, by certain processes the oil is 
slightly heated and manganese resinate is incorjxjrated 
therein. It goes into solution quite rapidly. In other pro- 
cesses the oil is heated to 400 degrees or over, and manganese 
as an oxide is boiled into the oil. Although it is unsafe to 
say that a small percentage of rosin such as would be intro- 
duced by the use of resinate driers, is not harmful, yet 
this process should j^^ive a ^nod drying oil, inasmuch as it 
has been found that no matter wliethcr the manganese is added 
to the oil as a resinate, borate or oxitle, practically the same 
drying effect is noticed in every case, where the percentage of 
manganese is the same. It is the opinion of some, hovvever. 
that the resinate driers are not as well suited for durability as 
oxide driers. However, if a boiled oil is found to contain on 
analysis a small percentage of rosin (less than 0.5 per cent.) 
it should not be suspected of adulteration. Practical tests,, 
however, should be made with such oil along with an oil 
made with an oxide drier, before pronouncing on their rela- 
tive values. Inasmuch as the addition of certain driers to 
linseed oil lessens the durability of the tilm, it is more practical 
to use the smallest amount of drier that will serve the purpose 
desired, that is, set the oil up in a paint to a hard condition 
which will not take dust and which will stand abrasion. 

The results of this investigation would indicate that when 
lead or manganese linoleates are used, the most efficient re- 
sults may be obtained with 0.3 per cent lead or with 0.05 per 
cent, manganese or with a combination of 0.5 per cent, lead 
and 0.02 per cent, manganese. 

I'ntil more definite results have been obtained with the 
tungatcs and cobalt salts, which will probably prove of excep- 
tional interest as driers, the above driers will prol)ably be used 
to the greatest extent. 



*M. n. niacklcr: "Tlu- I'sc ;.n<l \hiisf of Orier^^." P. ami V. Society. 
London. Sept. 0. H)oo. 



Chapter XXIII. 
MISCELLANEOUS OIL INVESTIGATIONS. 

Soya Bean Oil. — This oil, which has presented itself as a 
claimant for distinction in the list of paint oils, is now being 
imported into this country in large quantities. This oil is also 
produced in our own Southern States and is rapidly coming 
into the market for use in the manufacture of paints, soaps, and 
food products. It is obtained from the seeds of Soya Hispida, 
a plant indigenous to ^lanchuria. but raised extensively in 
America as a cattle food. 

The writer has examined a number of representative sam- 
ples of the oil that have come into this country, and the re- 
sults obtained are shown in Table 32.. 

m 

Table 32. 
Chemical Characteristics of Soya Bean Oil. 



.Sftmple No. 



Specific 
gravity. 



Acid No. ^PP° vf*" ' Iodine No. 
tion No. 



1 0.9233 

2 . . . 0.9240 

3 0.9231 

4 0.9233 

5 

6 

7 

Average o . 9234 



1.87 
1.92 
1.90 
1. 91 



188.4 

188.3 
187.8 
188.4 



127.8 
127.2 

131.7 
129.8 

130.0 
132.6 
136.0 



1.90 



188.2 



130.7 



Percent 
of foots. 



81 



It is evident that the iodine value of soya bean oil is the 
only chemical characteristic that markedly differentiates it 
from linseed oil. Therefore, in the detection of soya bean oil 
and its estimation, the iodine values of several samples of 
mixed oils are given, as being of interest in this connection 
(Table 33). 
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Iodine I'alucs of Linseed Oil and Mixed Oils. 



Sample No. 



I 

3 

Averajjc 



i,S(>.3 





; Sova. 


I 
Sova. 


Sova. 


Straisht 


25 per cent. 


50 per rent. 


75 percent. 


Iinsee<l. 


Linseed. 


Linseed. 


Linseed. 




75 per cent. 

1 


50 per cent. 


i5 per cent. 


190.3 


175.2 


16(3.7 


140.4 


180.S 


175-9 


IOI.7 


l4t».S 


188.0 


175.4 


160.3 


139.0 



/:^'3 



160. «) 



140.4 



.\ series of tests were conducted to determine the rate of 
dryinj^ of soya oil treated with lead and nianj^anese driers. 
A definite (juantity of oil was ])laced in weij.::hed friction- 
top can covers, which were re-weighed after receiving the oil, 
to determine the amoimt used for the test in each case. The 
tin covers containing the oil were then placed in a large box 
under definite temi)erature control and humidity, for a certain 
])eriod. Weighings were made at dififerent periods, and the 
increases in weight, due to absorption of oxygen, was calcu- 
lated to percentages. 

Table 34 gives the results obtained. The time of drying 
was somewhat longer than with linseed oil. Later tests show 
that driers prepared from cobalt resinate or linoleate are much 
more efficient than lead or manganese driers for drying soya oil. 

Tahi.k ,vi. 
.V*>V(/ Bean Oil and Lead Drier. 



Per ceni I*bO. 



o.o«i 



O.IO 



o ^o 



O..SO 



0.70 



1.00 



1. 10 



1.60 



Per ct. uain 



f I <la\ . . 
I 3<la>^. 

I 5 da> - . 
I i_Mla>N. 
15 <la\ -. 
I 20 <la\ 'N 



0.0^ 



0.07 





.03 


1.34 


0.07 


.^ 


• 


4.31 


().<H) 


^ 


.'U 


O.OT) 


.... 


() 


s>: 


7-54 


.... 


s 


84 


X.n^ 


n JO 





()_• 


o.(»8 



1.05 1.53 0.93 1.35 

J. 75 4.86 4.8j 4.12 

h.(y() 6.75 6.66 5.52 

7.43 Tjiy 73-' 6.47 

8.50 S.81 S.44 7.46 

8.f>o 0.03 H.ty^ 7.83 
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Soya Bean Oil and Manganese Drier. 



Percent MnO;; 



Per ct. gain. 



o.ot 



0.05 



0.15 



J 



I day . 
10 days 
jodavs 



0.05 



.... ' 0.02 
5.06 6.48 
g.07 8.80 



0.26 



0.02 
6.10 
6.78 



0.30 



o.oi 

5-97 
6.51 



Soya Bean Oil, Maufianese and Lead Drier. 



Per cent Pbo. 



Percent MnO-. 



0.20 



0.C5 



0.30 



OJ5 



0.50 



'•25 



Per ct. gain 



( 



I (lav 

8day: 

[ 12 day: 



3 


.04 


3 


77 


3 


•74 


3 


jjb 


6. 


43 


h 


.47 


6 


'^i 


6. 


78 





.67 



The writer has found that a few drops of soya bean oil 
placed in a porcelain dish will give with a drop of strong 
sulphuric acid, faint Huorescent yellow and green colors, 
forming a pattern distinct from the dark-brown begonia- 
shaped leaf formed by sulphuric acid with pure liiiseed oil. 
Many other qualitative tests have been tried to detect the 
presence of soya oil in admixture with linseed oil. Soya oil 
seems, however, not to possess the chromogenetic properties 
of oils, such as cottonseed oil. 

The writer recently submitted to a number of investigators 
on a sub-committee of Committee D-i, American Society for 
Testing Materials, several samples of commercial soya bean 
oils for examination and determination of their suitability for 
use in paints. The following directions were also submitted for 
guidance in the testing work : 

Heat Test. — Heat 2 oz. of the oil at 450^ F. in a glass 
receptacle until bleaching i<^ noticed. Then blow a slow cur- 
rent of dry air through the oil until the specific gravity has 
increased to 0.950. This may require a period of 7 hrs. The 
blowing should be conducted at a temperature between 300° 
and 370^ F. The oil should become light and fairlv rapid 
drying. 
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Drying Test. — Place on a table a white sheet of paper 
10 cm. square (lOO sq. cm. in area). Upon this piece of 
paper place a weighed and marked piece of ordinary clear 
window glass about 15 cm. square. On the white area out- 
lined on the paper below the glass, drop about 10 drops of 
the oil to be tested (approximately 200 mg.). Brush out 
the oil with a clean caniel's-hair brush, so that it will cover 
the white area. Re weigh the glass to determine the amount 
of oil thereon. The plate may then be lifted by the edge 
which is uncoated and placed in a convenient place for drying. 
The number of hours required for the oil to dry to a firm film 
should be noted. The change in weight should be detennined 
by reweighing the plate at the end of the third day. 

In the determination of the analytical constants of sova 
oil, results which agree very closely were obtained by nearly 
all of the observers, which would indicate that»soya oils have 
a fairly well-defined chemical constitution, even though the\ 
may be pressed from various seeds grown in different States. 
The average constants arc given in Table 35. 



Avcratfc Constants of .\inc Sainf>lcs of NaZk' Si)ya Hcan Oil as tnlcctt 

from the Results of \iiie Observers. 

Specific gravity <>0^4r 

Saponification nunilur u^.o 

Iodine nunihcr '.U-S 

Acid nunibiT 2.14 

The heat tests to which the soya oils were subjected gave 
interesting results, but did not in any case seem to increase the 
drying value of the oils. It is fairly well established by the 
tests however that most soya oils will bleach under the heat 
treatment. 

In the drying tests, as a rule, rapid initial setting was 
observed with the blown oils, but thev remained tackv for a 
long period of time. Unfortunately, the drying tests on 
the blown-oil sami)les gave widely var)'ing results. Toch 
states that the abnormally high results obtained in his experi- 
ments were probably due to the deposition of extraneous mat- 
ter on the films, the atninspherc where the tests were made be- 



MISCEIXANEOI'S OIL INVESTIGATIONS. 



319 



ing that of a manufacturing city. In another instance the 
operator flowed the oil upon the plates in thick films, rather 
than brushing the oil out as outlined in the instructions for 
the tests. The failure of the various members to obtain 
concordant results in these drying tests would indicate that 
the method used is not satisfactory in its present form. 
Nearly all observers noted a peculiar crawling of the films, 
which would indicate that raw soya oil is not well adapted to 
use as a paint oil, unless treated with a drier. 

The charted results obtained by nine observers on two of 
the oils used in the tests are given below. 

Table 36. 
Soya Bean Oil Xo. i. 



I 
Ob»rnrr. 




• 



M 

. 

9m 

c 

d 

•r. 


SapuniHcation 
Numbrr. 


• 

3 . 

n2.6 


1 

• 

g 1 

9 

z 

_<_ 

1.20 


Heat Te«t 

Remark». 


« 

• 


5 = -• ■ 

H\ 

^ = -S 

U 

1.20-1- 


Renttrk». 


Color Value. > 


Gardner 


0.9210 


190.0 


Same color; vi*.- 


0.926 














cou>. 










B<«uf b(OD 


0. 9248 


197.4 


n4.i 


2.50, 


Bleached 


0.94? 


3.10 




10mm. 


Lindsa) 


0.9248 


190.2 


nL7 


121, 


Bleached well ... 


0.959 


686 + 






Lavrie 


0.9220 


191.4 


H2.0 


2.40 


Bleached 


0.957 


1.104- 






Toch 


0.92?0 


196.5 


129.7 


2.20' 


Good 




10.00 f 






Jacknun A \ 
Stoppel 


0.9248 


1914 


ni2 


2. 24, 


Darkened 


0.959 


0.28 + 


Oil crawled on 










; 








plate indrTtor test. 




Kohr A MoQcey 


0. 9248 


194.9 


135.2 


i.;o 


Same color 


0.951 


i 0.J9+ 


Blown 1 2 hr. 




Pickard 


09242 


189.4 


naj 


2. so' 







4.40+ 






While Jk Boyle 


0.9248 
0.9240 


191.1 


ni.4 


1.09 
1.851 







0.47+ 






Arerace 


192 6 


n2 4 


0944 


J.09^ 


1 



' Ctlmr. —The color was compared with standard Lovibood classes in a Scbrrtner colorimeter. A depth of 
10 ram. of soya bean oil No. 1 wa« matched araiost a combination of classes and used an a standard acsiut 
which different depths of the other oils were tnatched. 
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Soya B,\iii Oil \o. : 



^M' I 



liuiiistrv anil lliat stiiimis of 
is i>r..t>;ililL- tik- •^I'ocl will give 



Pcrilh Oil.— \ (|iiaiility ol ^yy.i |M)1iih1s of ]>eri\Ui --ttd. the 
small ruinui -^i-cd i>f pcrillii luiiikiwnsis, a ]>laiit y;ri'\\n oxii'ii- 
sivtly in Cliina ami Japan, ua« iiii|M)rtc(i hy [lit htUit trmn 
Vokohaiiia and received earlv in tiic fall of i.jil.. This sto<l 
will l.e HM'<1 fur exiR-riniemai imnKliicticin in various part- of 
the coinilrv. A ri'(|iie>t lias been made ihat ihf -t-cd W sent 
onl lliroiici) the r.nr.-anof I'lan 
the countrv lie -(-Icded wlu-ro ii 
the- Ix-st i-i'-nlt-, 

■ii-d I 4 barrels ) was 
li-sion was obianiiil 
to use their half-size eoni- 
eil was fed in ai one cn<i and carric<l 
iressiirc <lie, where the oil was exiK-Ilcd, leaving 
Nearly _>5 5,'allons of oil were obtained. Ii 
was of fairly light coior and clear. It will be distributed for 
cooperative invesiig.-nion to nivnibiTs of the Comniiltce on 
Testing i'aim Whicles of liie .\merican Society for Testing 
Materials. The following data was obtained on the four-barrel 
crtishing test: 



.\>ioiIier Int c< 
submitted lo the 
from the Depart 
mercial oil pre-^ 
by screw to the 1 
the ]ire-.s calie. 



.Titer for crnslung. 
lent of .\griciihtir<. 
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Analysis of Per ilia Seed. 



i^^m 



.Inatysis of Perilla Press Cake. 

The press cake from the seed was thoroughly extracted with 
benzine and the cake dried and examined. The following 
results were obtained : 

Nitrogen 5-28% 

Phosphoric anhydrid 2 . 58% 

Soda (Na,0) 56% 

Potash (K,0) 1.50% 



Analysis of Perilla OH. 

Specific gravity 

Acid No 4 

Iodine No 193 

Saponification No 193 

Refractive index i 



937 

3 

3 

4 

4780 

iiig 1916 



Tesls on Perilla Ot/.— The work carried out dui 
by the sub-committee on testing paini vehicles, of the 
American Society for Testing Materials, was entirely devoted 
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to a study of the oil derived from the perilla plant, which has 
probably the highest iodine number of any known drying oil 
obtainable in commercial quantities. The oil was pressed 
from a ton of perilla seed that was purchased by the Educa- 
tional Bureau of the Paint Manufacturer's Association of the 
Ignited States from a New York broker and importer. Por- 
tions of the seed were distributed to experimenters in vari()U> 
states throughout the country, to determine in what climates 
it could best be grown. The seed was old and did not germi- 
nate proi)erly, so the growing tests were discontinued. The 
remainder of the seed was turned over to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for crushing tests. 

The following information concerning the expression of 
the oil is of interest : 

Pot ilia set'd, absolute ether extract 44 -.^.^ 

Perilla seed cake, absolute ether extract M ^^5 

W ei^ht of seeds pressed. Ihs 485 

Oil obtained, gallons about iS 

The writer's experiments with this oil are shown below : 
Constants of Pcrrila Oil as Rccewcd. — The constants of the 
oil as received were as follows : 

Specific gravity <>.(>.?5 

Acid number 7 j 

Saponification number m>4. j 

Iodine number H)S. .^ 

Invcstiijatiou of Effect of Heat Treatment upon Con- 
stants. — Scxcral portions of the oil were heated individually 
in open beakers to 300, 400 and 500® 1'., resiK'ctively. the oil 
samples ])eing held at these temperatures for a period of ten 
minutes. I'pon cooling, the samples were examined and their 
constants determined. These are as follows: 

Specific Kra\ it> «.935 o^J'* '* O.V» 

.\cid number 7.6 6.5 6 (» 

Saponitication number 193-8 I93-- '94-*» 

Iodine number 198. J 1955 189.1 

Experiments on the Ihyinij Properties of Perilla Oil in 
Paints. — To detennine the relative drying properties of lin- 
seed oil and perilla oil. samples of sublimed white lead, zinc 
oxide, and lithoj)onc were individually ground in perilla oil 
and in linseed oil. riie pro|)()rlion of pigment to oil in each 
case was standard, the amounts Inking as follows: 
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Sublimed white lead . . Pigment 70 per cent, Oil 30 per cent 

Zinc oxide Pigment 50 per cent, Oil 50 per cent 

Lithoponc Pigment 60 per cent. Oil 40 per cent 

During grinding, it was apparent that perilla oil forms a 
paint of greater body than linseed oil. 

Without the addition of drier or thinner of any type, these 

paints were spread upon wooden surfaces and the drying times 

noted. They are as follows : 

In Linseed Oil. In Perilla Oil. 

Sublimed white lead 17 hours 17 hours 

Zinc oxide 17 hours 20 hours 

Lithopone 17 hours 20 hours 

All the paints in the above tests were then treated with 2 
per cent of a concentrated liquid drier. They were again 
brushed out upon wooden surfaces and the time of drying 
in each case was substantially 12 hours, the perilla-oil paints 
showing somewhat greater hardness of film. 

These tests indicate that although perilla oil has a higher 
iodine number than linseed oil, it is not necessarily a better 
drying oil when used in its raw state. Nevertheless, it is ap- 
parent that the addition of drier to the perilla oil rapidly ac- 
celerates its oxygen-absorbing properties, possibly to a greater 
extent than would be shown by a linseed oil of equal iodine 
value. 

Exposure tests made by the writer on large-size wooden 
panels painted with a mixture of white lead and zinc pigments 
ground in linseed oil and mixtures of linseed oil with varying 
percentages of perilla oil. have now been exposed for over six 
years, repainting tests having been made two years ago.* 
These tests show that perilla oil forms a very durable paint, 
the results obtained with many of the mixtures being equal to 
or possibly superior to those shown by straight linseed oil. 

Experiments on the Suitability of Perilla Oil for Use in 
Linoleum Manufacture. — In the manufacture of linoleum, two 
types of oxidized oil are used. For the production of rolled 
linoleum, linseed oil is raised to a temperature of 400° F.. 
there being added during the heating, litharge and red lead as 
drier, in the proportion of about i per cent. The oil is then 
blown with a current of air for about two hours. This oil 



* H. A. Gardner. "The Practical Testing of Drying and Semi-Drying 
Paint Oils." Proceedings, -\m. Soc. Test. Mats.. Vol. XI. p. 641 (1911). 
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is subsequently transferred to so-called oxidizing kettles where 
it is raised to a temperature of about 600° F. At this point the 
oil is blown for a period of about 3 hours. It is then poured 
into a box and allowed to cool to a rubber-like solid which 
is cut up into large chunks approximately the size of hams. 
These are sprinkled with red lead, ochre and similar pigments 
and put through steam-heated rolls where the mass is rolled 
on a fabric backing. 

For the production of inlay linoleum, Hnseed oil is allowed 
to flow over large sheets of scrim cloth hung from the ceiling 
of a so-called scrim house. The alternate flooding and oxida- 
tion i)roduces at the end of several months a sheet of oxidized 
oil approximately 3^ in. in thickness. Upon aging, this is 
ground up, being very friable, and a meal of oxidized oil re- 
sults. This is mixed with wood flour, color and binder and 
pressed into molds to form the desired pattern. 

The writer has experimented with perilla oil and has found 
that it may be used with excellent results for the manufacture 
of either type of oxidized oil referred to above. The tests 
made were on a laboratory scale, but followed in detail the 
commercial practice of preparing the solidified oil produced 
from linseed. 

Perilla-Oil Cloth Varnish. — The writer has also used perilla 
oil successfully in varnish, and at his suggestion over 100 bar- 
rels of the oil was used in some experimental batches of var- 
nish that was used for table-oil cloth with even more successful 
results than the tung oil that had i)reviously been used. 

I.unihani;; (){l. — This oil is obtained from the fruit of a tree 
known as alcurites moluccana, indigenous to Polynesia and now 
widely cultivated in certain parts of Asia as well as in tropical 
islands — Hawaii and the Philippines. Experiments have 
shown that the tree also flourishes on the Florida peninsula and 
certain parts of the Ciulf coast. It is of the same family as 
the tung tree, and the oil closely resembles tung oil in analytical 
constants, but does not have the peculiar properties of poly- 
merization shown by the latter. Its constitution is, moreover, 
different from that of tung oil. The tree is a highly orna- 
mental shade tree, j^^rowing to a height of thirty or forty feet, 
widely spreading its branches and producing large, glossy 
leaves. It Ikmhs two heavy crops of fruit, which contain the 



MISCELLANEOUS OIL INVESTIGATKIXS. 325 

so-called lumbang nuts. These consist of heavy shells contain- 
ing a light-colored kernel or meat rich in oil. The kernels 
bum freely with a sooty flame, and are often used as a source 
of illumination by the natives, thus acquiring the local name of 
candle nuts. The nuts have a pleasant taste, resembling Brazil 
nuts. The oil from the nuls is almost colorless and has a 
purgative action. This would indicate that the oil might find 
a use in medicine, and would suggest further ex|)eriments. 

When the nuts are pressed for the oil content, a press cake 
is left which is highly prized by the natives for its fertilizing 



't- 



I 



^-■% 



l-K.. 1J8. 

Lumbang Tree. 

Note. -.Vcknov>li:iJgin<-nl is m^dc ta Dr. David Faircinld of Ihc Bureau o( Plan) 
Indujiry for much »( Ibc information rcgardinfi the lumbang Ircc as well as for 
two of the photogra|>h« which api>Far. 

action, a price of §100 a ton being paid for it in preference 
to ground fish or lankage at $25. The natives apparently 
are successful in producing a most remarkable stimulus of 
growth in certain planis through its use. The chemical analy- 
sis of the press cake produced in the writer's experiments 
showed a very considerable amount of valuable plant foods, 
which probably are in a readily assimilable form. With the 
oil marketing in Manila at 60 cents a gallon and being used 
there in the crude manufacture of soap, painting of river craft, 
etc., it is probable that considerable quantities could be obtained 
for export, if desired. 
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Tile difficulty in oblaining very large amounts of tlie oil lies 
in tlie present unsatisfactory method of getting the kernel?; 
out of the shells. This work is done by the natives in a very 
crudt way, the seeds being crushed by hand on rocks ami the 
meals cut out with knives, since they adhere tenaciously to 
the sides of the shells. Working on a shipment of 576 pounds 
of the nuts imported from Hawaii, the writer proceeded 
as follows: The nuts were first passed through a Chipmunk 
crusher, breaking ibcni into -mall piece-, Tlicy were then 




scrii-'nccl in urtkr tu sejiaraU' the larger picics of meat. Five 
boys wcri.' llicn crnijloycil fur [i period of live days in picking 
out the small paittclo oi meats left in the shells. .\ portion 
of the meats or kernels wa- then cold pressed, after they were 
placed in a canvas kig sns]n-nded in an apjKiralus made of a 
number of rigid iron slats banded togetber and welded into a 
plate Imse. Into tiiis ai)imratus was inserted a metal plunger 
attached to a testing machine. .\ jiraciically colorless oil ^^■a^ 
obtained. I'.efore pressing the balance of the seed it was 
tboiight <k-siral)ie to remrne the -mall pieces of cracked shell 
remaining in the meat-. \ flotation method was developed. 
which it was thougiit might prove jiracticable for ihc rapid and 
complete se[)aratton of the meats from the cracked shells, as 
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the broken nuts wtTt delivered from the cruslicr. The mix- 
ture of meats and shells were, therefore, placed, in successive 
quantities, in a tub of water in which there was dissolved 5 
per cent of table saU to increase its gravity. The cracked 
shells fell to the bottom and the oily meats floated on the sur- 
face of the saU solution, being removed and dried. The sepa- 
ration was rapid and complete. L'n fortunately, however, the 
meats absorl>ed a considerable amount of the salt solution and 
during (Irving partial hvdrolvsis of the oil in the merits occurred. 

WO 
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Moreover, the water acted as an extractive u]>on the cracked 
shells and took inlti solution a large amount of a brown, tannin- 
like dye that discolored the oil in the seed. When the dried 
meat was pressed, the oil obtained was therefore dark in color 
and had a very high acid number. The several gallons ob- 
tained will he used in the preparation of the fatty acids of 
lumbang oil. and a study of these acids should give -onie inter- 
esting data. 
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Data on the pressing of the kinibang nuts and analysis of the 
dake are appended. 

Analysis of Lumbaug Nuts. 

Average weight of nut 11. 7 grams 

Percentage of shells (>7 -OVo 

Percentage of kernels or meat 32. 1% 

Percentage of oil in shells (ex. ) 0.6% 

Percentage of oil in kernels ( ex. ) ^>o.3% 

Ash of kernel 3 . 2% 

Nitrogen in kernel 3 . 2% 

. hialysis of Lumlnvuj Press Cake. 

The press cake from cold pressing was thoroughly extracted 
with benzine to remove any oil present and then dried. The 
dried press cake had the following values : 

Nitrogen 7-34% 

Phosphoric anh\drid 3-95% 

Soda (Xa.( )) 0.47% 

Potash (KJ )) I .42% 

.Inalysis of Cold Pressed LumbaiKj Oil. 

Specitic gra\ ity .927 

Acid Xo 1.3 

Iodine Xo i(>2.0 

Sa])onilicatioii Xo n>2.3 

Refractive index i .475 

Tunc/ O//. -During the years 1911-1916. the writer and 
members of a sub-committee of Committee D-i, American 
Society for Testing Materials, examined a large number of 
samples of Chinese wood oil.* A brief summary of some of 
the results obtained in this work is outlined below. The first 
table gives the data obtained from pressing a quantity of tung 
nuts obtained from China and identified by the Bureau of Plant 
Industry of the l*. S. Department of .\griculture as Alcuritcs 
ford a. 



* 



For cnmplctf rtports mc Pr^K-i-cdirm'^ A. S. T. M 
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Average weight of nut. g 2.4 

Shells (determined on 5.78 kg. of nut), per cent 41.6 

Kernels by diflFerence, per cent 58.4 

Moisture in kernels (loss in C(X' at 100° C), per cent.. 2.6 

Ash, per cent 2.2 

Nitrogen, per cent 2.44 

Ether extract, per cent 64 . i 

Ether extract from shells, per cent i .0 

Ether extract of pre^^s cake, per cent 7.2 

The oil had the following constants : 

Specific gravity .939 

Refractive index i .521 

Acid No .9 

Saponification No 191 . 

Iodine No 169.5 

Heat test (minutes ) 8.75 

Another quantity of Chinese wood oil, crushed from two 
lots of nuts procured in Leon County, Florida, and represent- 
ing the 1 91 4 crop, was pressed by Dr. Bailey of the Bureau 
of Chemistry, U. S. Department of Agriculture. The follow- 
ing data were obtained : 

Lot Xo. 3. Lot No. 4. 

Average weight of nuts, g 18.4 19.5 

Percentage of kernel by weight of nuts 46.0 35.0 

Loss of kernel in CO2 at 100" C. per cent 3.18 2.43 

Ash of kernel, per cent 2.50 2. 30 

Total nitrogen in kernel, per ceiu 2.60 2.54 

Ether extract, per cent 64.18 65.00 

Analysis of these oils gave the following results : 

Table 38. 
Summary of Results on Chinese Wood Oils (American). 
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Examitnilioii of Special l mii) Oils. — I'liree samples of oil 
were also examined liy individual commiitL-e nieml>crs. These 
samples wtTc i-rnsluvl from AiiKTii-;iii-4;rinvii nuis. Samples 
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Nos. I and 2 represented oils obtained from first-crop nuts 
produced from tung-oil trees planted in Tallahassee, Fla. The 
following data were obtained at the time of expressing Sample 
No. I from the nuts : 

Average weight of nuts, g ^.^ 

Kernels, per cent 58. 2 

Ix)ss of kernels in CO2 at 100° C, per cent 2.41 

Ash of kernel, per cent 2.47 

Total nitrogen in kernel, per cent 2.05 

Ether extract, per cent C)8.o 

The weight of the nuts received was 14.5 pounds. The hulls 
were separated from the kernels pressed without previous 
treatment, in an Anderson Expeller. The thick dark oil from 
the press contained a large quantity of finely divided press 
cake and was filtered on a Buchner funnel. 

The following data were obtained at the time of expressing 
Sample Xo. 2 from the nuts : 

.^fialysis of Kernel. — 63.5 per cent of kernel in whole nut: 
1.08 per cent of moisture in kernel; 66.90 per cent of ether 
extract in kernel. 

Yield of Oil. — Uy extraction. 765 g. oil from 17 10 g. of 
kernel =^ 44/3 per cent : by expression, 632.7 g. oil from 
1 7 10 g. of kernel = 37.00 per cent. 

The oil produced was of very light color — in fact, almost as 
light as commercial castor oil — and had a rather pleasant but 
characteristic tung-oil odor. On account of the fact that the 
oil was almost neutral, the odor was not as pronounced as thai 
given off by commercial tung oil that has a high acid number. 
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The oil obtained from the nuts gave the following constants : 

Table 39- 
Conslattls of Amerimn-grown Tung Oils. 
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SlatidanI Sprcificutioiis for I'ltriiy of Raw Chinese ll'ood OH 

O'linf/ Oil I. 

American Society for Testing Materials (1915). 

I. J'RCIPKHTIKS ANK TkSTS. 

I. Raw Ciiiiic>e wood oil shall conform to the following re- 
quirements : 



Aci'l Niii 
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II. Methods of Testing. 

2. The recommended methods of testing are as follows : 

Specific Gravity. — Use a pyknometer accurately standard- 
ized and having a capacity of at least 25 cc, or any other 
equally accurate method, making the test at 15°. 5 C, water 
being i at 15°. 5 C. 

Acid Number, — Weigh 10 g. of oil in a 200-cc. Erienmeyer 
flask, add 50 cc. of neutral alcohol, connect with a reflux air 
condenser (or place small funnel in neck of flask), and heat 
on a steam bath for J4 hour. Remove from the bath, cool, 
add phenolphthalein, and titrate the free acid with N/5 
sodium hydroxide. Calculate as the acid number (milligrams 
of potassium hydroxide to i g. oil). 

Saponification Number. — Weigh from 2 to 3 g. of oil in a 
200-cc. Erienmeyer flask, add 30 cc. of a N/2 alcoholic solu- 
tion of potassium hydroxide, connect with a reflux condenser, 
heat on a steam bath for i hour, then titrate with N/2 
sulphuric acid, using phenolphthalein as indicator. Always run 
two blanks with the alcoholic potash. From the difference 
between the number of cubic centimeters of acid required by 
the blanks and the determinations, calculate the saponifica- 
tion number (milligrams of potassium hydroxide to i g. of 
oil). 

Unsaponifiable Matter. — To 25 g. of oil add 15 cc. of an 
aqueous solution of KOH (200 g. of KOH dissolved in water 
and made up to 300 cc.) and 35 cc. of 95-per-cent alcohol. 
Connect with a reflux condenser and heat on the water bath 
for I hour with occasional shaking. Transfer to a separatory 
funnel containing a little water and wash out flask with water, 
using in all 125 cc. Cool, add 200 cc. of ether and shake vigor- 
ously for I minute. In a few minutes the ether solution will 
separate perfectly clear. Draw off the soap solution into 
another separatory funnel. Shake the soap solution with 
three loo-cc. portions of ether. Unite all the ether portions 
and wash with three 30-cc. portions of water. Filter the 
ether solution (small portions at a time) into a tared flask, 
distill off the ether and dry flask and contents to constant 
weight at 95 to 100° C. in a steam oven. Report the per- 
centage of unsaponifiable matter. 
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Refractive Index. — Use a properly standardized Abbe re- 
fractometer at 25° C, or any other equally accurate instru- 
ment. 

Iodine Number (HiibI). — Place a small ([uantity of oil into 
a small weighing bottle or beaker. Weigh carefully. Trans- 
fer by dropping from 0.2 to 0.3 g. to a 500-cc. bottle having 
a well-ground stopper, or a specially flanged neck, iodine-test 
Erlenmeyer flask. Rcweigh the weighing bottle or beaker to 
determine the amount of oil used in the test. Then dissolve 
the oil in 10 cc. of chloroform and add an amount of Iliibi 
solution containing twice the amount of iodine that will be 
absorbed by the oil. Stopper the flask, shake well, and place 
in a dark closet for 18 hours. Add jo cc. of a lo-per-cent 
solution of potassium iodide and 100 cc. of distilled water. 
Titrate with X 10 sodium thiosulphate, using starch a> an indi- 
cator. Blank tests must be made. From the difference be- 
tween the amounts of sodium thiosulphate re(|uired by the 
blanks and the determination, calculate the iodine number 
(centigrams of iodine to i g. of oil). 

( )n account of the fact that llul)l solution after prepara- 
tion is apt to deteriorate in strength, it is considered advisable 
to have prei)ared the two component parts of Hiibl solution, 
namely, a solution of mercuric chloride in alcohol and a solu- 
tion of iodine in alcohol, of the proper strength, as outlined 
in text-books. The proper amounts of these solutions may 
be mixed on the day of use. 

Heatinij test (Bro7cne's Method). — Test tul)es for contain- 
ing the oil should be 16 cm. by 15 mm., with a mark near the 
bottom to indicate 5 cc, and closed by a cork so i)erforated 
that a glass rod 3 mm. in diameter could move freely. 

Fill a copper beaker (height, 12 cm.: internal diameter, 6 
cm.) with cottonseed oil to a height of 7.5 cm. Place a 
thermometer so as to be 1.5 cm. from the l)ottoni of the 
bath. 

I'se a nitrogen-filled, immersed-stem chemical thermometer, 
engraved stem; total length 4 to 4J/2 in.: graduated from 210 
to 310'' C. in J intervals: the length between 210 and 310** 
C not less than j'j in. If preferred, use emergent-stem 
thermometer 30 cm. long, with graduations from icx) to 400^ 



MISCKLLANKOL'S OIL IN VKSTU.ATIONS. 335 

C, making correction for emergent stem according to the 
method outlined in Stem Correction Sheet No. 44 of the U. 
S. Bureau of Standards. 

When the bath temperature is 293° C. (560° P.) and very 
slowly rising at this point, place the tube containing 5 cc. of 
the oil to be tested so that its bottom is level with the lowest 
part of the bulb of the thermometer. Note the time, remove 
the source of heat for about 45 seconds and then reapply. 
Before 2 minutes have elapsed the temperature of the bath 
will have fallen to 282° C. (540° F.), at which point it 
should be kept as steady as possible. When the wood oil 
has been in the bath about 9 minutes, raise the glass rod at 
intervals of ' _. minute, and when the rod is finiilv set note the 
time. As setting or jellying takes place within a few seconds 
of fluidity, a good end determination is afforded. Remove 
the specimen at once, heat the bath again to 293° C, and 
repeat the experiment with another portion of the sample. 

Xo stirrer is used in the bath. A screen around the bath 
enables the temperature to be more easily reached. When 
the cottonseed oil has become tarry and viscid, it should be 
renewed : otherwise heating may be irregular. 

Iodine Jelly Test. — In a wide-necked 200-cc. Erlenmeyer 
flask, place 2.5 g. (weight correct to i mg. ) of the oil. Add 
10 cc. of chloroform from a pipette and stopper the flask 
immediately. Carefully insert a small glass vial into the 
flask so that the vial stands upright. Into the vial from a 
pipette run 10 cc. of a solution of iodine in chlorofonn. con- 
taining 0.033 to 0.036 g. of iodine per cubic centimeter. 
Place the flask in a bath containing water at 23 to 26° C. 
and allow it to stand there for a few minutes. Keep the 
flask stoppered, except when it is necessary to remove it to 
insert the vial and to add the iodine solution. Tilt and rotate 
the flask so that the vial is upset and the contents of the 
flask are thoroughly mixed, at the same time starting a stop 
watch. Keep the flask in the bath at 23 to 26' C. and at the 
end of every quarter minute, tilt the flask towards a horizontal 
fKJsition. Note the time required for the formation of a jelly 
that does not flow, but sticks to the bottom of the flask or 
slides as a mass. Record time in minutes and ("uarters 
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thereof. Pure Chinese wood oil should require 2f^ to 3^4 
minutes for the formation of the jelly. If the temperature 
of the laboratory is more than 2 or 3° C. above or below 25° 
C, place the flask containing the iodine solution in the bath 
and allow it to remain there for several minutes before 
pipetting out the 10 cc. for the test. The arrangement of the 
apparatus is shown in Fig. 142. 

The chloroform used to dissolve the 
oil and to prepare the iodine solution 
shall conform to the requirements of 
the United States Pharmacojxeia and 
shall have a specific gravity at 25°, 25° 
C. of not more than 1.481 and not less 
than 1.480. The proper density can 
be obtained by washing with water if 
the specific gravity is too low or by 
adding 95-per-cent ethyl alcohol if too 
high. 

A convenient procedure for prepar- 
ing the iodine solution is as follows : 
Treat an excess of iodine with warm 
chloroform and after shaking for a 
few minutes, cool the contents to about 
20° C. and filter through glass wool. 
l^ipette 10 cc. of the solution into a 
flask containing 10 cc. of lo-per-cent 
potassium-iodide solution and titrate 
with 0.1 normal sodium-thiosulphate 
solution. Calculate the iodine content 
and dilute with chloroform so as to obtain an iodine content 
of 0.035 to 0.036 g. per cc. After dilution, titrate again against 
the thiosulphate to be sure that the solution is of required 
strength. 

All the details of the above method must be followed exactly. 




Fic. 142. 
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Standard Specifications for tlie Purity of Raw Linseed Oil 

from Xortit .interican Seed. 

American Society for Testing Materials (1913). 

Proi'Krtiks and Tksts. 

Raw linseed oil from Xorth American seed shall conform to 
the following reciuirements: 

rROPKRTIKS. 



.M:ixiinuin. Miiiiinnm. 



15-5 
Specific Grax itv at C 0.936 0.932 



-'5 



Specific Gravity at C 0.931 0.9J7 



-2-^ 



Acid XuinlicT r>.oo ..... 

Saponilicatioii Xiiniljcr 195 iS^j 

Unsap<)nilia1)lc Matter, |kt cent i . 50 

Refractive Index at 2^° C i.-!So5 ' 4790 

Iodine Xinnber ( Hnnns ) . I7«S 

Mktiiods ok Tkstinc. 

The recciinmended methods oi testing are as follows: 
General. — All tests are to he made on oil which has been 
filtered at a temperature of between 60^ and 80° F. through 
paper in the laboratory immediately before weighing out. 
The sample should be thoroughly agitated before the removal 
of a portion for filtration or analysis. 

Specific Gravity. — Use a pyknometer, accurately stand- 
ardized and having a capacity of at least 25 cc, or any 
other equally accurate method, making a test at 15.5° C, 
water being i at 15.5° C, or a test at 25° C, water being i at 

25° c. 

Acid Number. — Expressed in milligrams of KOH per gram 
of oil. Follow the method described in Bulletin 107, revised 
1908, Department of Agriculture, IJureau of Chemistry, page 
142. (See Appendix A.) 

Saponification Xnmber. — Expressed as with Acid Number. 
Blanks should also be run to cover effect of alkali in glass. 
Follow method given in Bulletin 107, revised 1908, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Bureau of Chemistry, pages 137-138. 
(See .Appendix B.) 
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Unsaponifiable Matter, — Follow Boemer's method taken 
from his Ubbelohde Handbuch Der Die u. Fette, pages 261- 
262. "To 100 g. of oil in a 1000 to 1500-cc. Erlenmeyer flask 
add 60 cc. of an aqueous solution of potassium hydroxide 
(200 g. KOH dissolved in water and made up to 300 cc.) 
and 140 cc. of 95 per cent, alcohol. Connect with a reflux 
condenser and heat on the water bath, shaking at first until 
the liquid becomes clear. Then heat for one hour with oc- 
casional shaking. Transfer while yet warm to a 2000cc. 
separatory funnel to which some water has been added : 
wash out the Erlenmeyer with water, using in all 600 cc. Cool, 
add 800 cc. of ether and shake vigorously one minute. In a 
few minutes the ether solution separates perfectly clear. 
Draw off the soap, filter the ether (to remove lasi traces of 
soap) into a large Erlenmeyer, and distill off the ether, add- 
ing if necessary one or two pieces of pumice stone. Shake 
the soap solution three times with 400 cc. of ether, which add 
to the first ether extract. To the residue left after distilling 
the ether add 3 cc. of the above KOH solution, and 7 cc. of 
the 95 per cent, alcohol, and heat under reflux condenser for 
10 minutes on the water bath. Transfer to a small separatory 
funnel, using 20 to 30 cc. of water, and after cooling shake 
out with two portions of 100 cc. of ether; wash the ether three 
times with 10 cc. of water. After drawing off the last of 
the water, filter the ethereal solution so as to remove the last 
drops of water, distill off the ether, dry residue in water oven 
and weigh." 

Refractive Index. — Use a properly standardized -\hl>e Re- 
fractometer at 25° C, or any other equally accurate instru- 
ment. 

Iodine Number (Hanus). — Follow the Ilanus method as 
described in Bulletin 107, Revised 1908, Department of .\gri- 
culture, Bureau of Chemistry, page 136. (See .\pj)endix C.) 



Appendix. 

methons of testing referred to in specifications. 

For the convenience of those who may not have a copy of Bureau of 
Chemistry Bulletin No. 107, the paragraphs referred to are here quoted. 
(Copies of the Bulletin may he ohtained from the Superintendent oi 
Documents. Washington, D. C. at 20 cents each.) 
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A. — Free Fatty Acids. — Provisional. 

Weigh 20 grams of fat or oil into a flask, add 50 cc. of 
95 per cent, alcohol which has been neutralized with weak 
caustic soda, using phenolphthalein as indicator, and heat to 
the boiling point. Agitate the flask thoroughly in order to 
dissolve the free fatty acid as completely as possible. Titrate 
with tenth-normal alkali, agitating thoroughly until the pink 
color persists after vigorous shaking. 

Express results either as percentage of oleic acid, as acid 
d^ree (cubic centimeters of noral alkali required to 
neutralize the free acids in 100 grams of oil or fat), or as 
acid value ( niillij^^ranis of potassium hydroxide required to 
saturate the free acids in i gram of fat or oil). 

I cc. of tenth-normal alkali = 0.0282 gram of oleic acid. 

B. — Saponification Number or Koettstorfer Number. — Official. 

(a) Preparation of Reagents. 

(i) Standard sodium hydroxide solution. — Use a tenth- 
normal solution of sodium hydroxide. Each cubic centi- 
meter contains 0.0040 gram of sodium hydroxide and neu- 
tralizes 0.0088 gram of butyric acid. 

(2) Alcoholic potash solution. — Dissolve 40 grams of 
chemically pure |>otassium hydroxide in i liter of 95 per cent, 
redistilled alcohol.* The solution must be clear and the 
potassium hydroxide free from carbonates. 

(3) Standard acid solution. — Prepare accurately a half- 
normal solution of hydrochloric acid. 

(4) Indicator. — Dissolve i gram of phenolphthalein in 100 
cc. of 95 per cent, alcohol. 

(b) Determination. 

Conduct the saponification in a wide-mouth Erlenmeyer flask 
holding from 250 to 300 cc. Clean thoroughly by washing 
with water, alcohol, and ether, wipe perfectly dry on the 



*The alcohol should be redistilled from potassium hydroxide on 
which it has been standing for some time, or with which it has been 
boiled for some time, using a reflux condenser. 
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outside and heat for one hour at the temperature of boiling 
water : allow to cool and weigh. 

Run in about 5 grams of the tiltered melted fat by means 
of a i)i|)ettc. and after cooling again weigh the tiask and 
contents. Pii)ette 50 cc. of the alcoholic potash solution into 
a flask by allowing it to drain for a definite time. Connect the 
flask with a reflux condenser and boil for 30 minutes or until 
the fat is completely saponified. Cool and titrate with half- 
normal hydrochloric acid using phenolphthalein as indicator. 
The Koettstorfer number (milligrams of potassium hydroxide 
required to saponify 1 gram of fat) is obtained as follows: 
Subtract the number of cubic centimeters of hydrochloric acid 
used to neutralize the excess of alkali after saponification from 
the number of cubic centimeters necessary to neutralize the ^o 
cc. of alkali added; multiply the result by 28.0^) (the number 
of milligrams of potassium hydroxide per cubic centimeter) 
and divide by the number of grams of fat used. Conduct two 
or three blank experiments, using the same pipette and drain- 
ing for the same length of time. 

('.--Iodine Absnrjjtion \inHl>er. — Official, 
(a) I'KKI'AkA'l ION oi- Kkac.k.xts. 

(i) Iliibl's ioditic solution. — Dissolve 26 grams of pure 
iodine in 500 cc. of 95 per cent, alcohol. Dissolve 30 grams 
of mercuric chloride in 300 cc. of 95 per cent, alcohol. Filter 
the latter solution, if necessary, and mix the two solutions. 
Let the mixed .solution stand twelve hours before using. 

(2) 1 1 anus iodine solution. — Dissolve 13.2 grams of iodine 
in 1,000 cc. of glacial acetic acid (99.5 per cent.) showing no 
reduction with bichromate and sulphuric acid ; add enough 
bromine to double the halogen content determined by titration — 
3 cc. of bromine is about the pro|)er amount. The iodine may 
be dissolved by the aid of heat, but the solution should be cold 
when bromine is added. 

(jf) Dccinormal sodium thiosulphatc solution. — Dissolve 24.8 
grams of chemically pure sodium thiosulphatc, freshly pulver- 
ized as finely as |)ossil)le and dried between filter or blotting 
paper, and dilute with water to i liter at the temperature at 
which the titrations are to be made. 
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(4) Starch paste. — Boil i gram of starch in 200 cc. of dis- 
tilled water for ten minutes and cool to room temperature. 

(^) Solution of potassium iodide. — Dissolve 150 grams of 
potassium iodide in water and make up i liter. 

(6) Dccinormal potassium bichromate. — Dissolve 4.9083 
grams of chemically pure potassium bichromate in distilled 
water and make the volume up to i liter at the temperature at 
which the titrations are to be made. The bichromate solu- 
tion should be checked against pure iron. 

(b) Determination. 

( 1) StandardiziiKj the sodium thiosulphatc solution. — Place 
20 cc. of the potassium bichromate solution, to whicli has been 
added 10 cc. of the solution of potassium iodide in a glass- 
stoppered flask. .\dd to this 5 cc. of strong hydrochloric acid. 
Allow the solution of sodium thiosulphatc to flow slowly into 
the flask until the yellow color of the liquid has almost disap- 
peared. Add a few drops of the starch paste, and with con- 
stant shaking continue to add the sodium thiosulphate solution 
until the blue color just disappears. 

(2) IVeiyhing the sample. — Weigh about one-half gram of 
fat or 0.250 gram of oil* on a small watch crystal or in some 
other suitable way. Melt the fat, mix thoroughly, pour onto 
the crystal, and allow to cool. Introduce the watch crystal 
into a wide-mouth i6-ounce bottle with ground-glass stopper. 

(j) Absorption of iodine in Hiibl's method. — Dissolve the 
fat or oil in the bottle in 10 cc. of chloroform. After complete 
solution has taken place add 30 cc. of the iodine solution in 
the case of fats, or from 40 to 5ot in the case of oils. Place 
the bottle in a dark place and allow to stand, with occasional 
shaking for three hours.! This time must !:e closely adhered 



♦Use from o.ioo to 0.200 gram in the case of drying oils which have 
a very high absorbent power. 

t F. Ulzer (J. Soc. Chem. Ind., 1898, 17: 276) says iodine should be 
in excess, about twice the amount that is absorbed. The solution loses 
strength with age, but can be used as long as 35 cc. of tenth-normal 
thiosulphate neutralize 25 cc. of iodine solution. 

t The time allowed does not give the complete iodine absorption 
power of an oil or fat and cannot be compared with determinations in 
which six to twelve hours have been used. It gives ver>' satisfactory 
comparative results, but the time factor must be very closely observed. 



342 PAINT RKSKAKCUKS. 

to in order to get good results. The excess of iodine should 
be at least as much as is absorbed. 

(4) Absorption of iodine in Hanus method. — Add 25 cc. of 
the iodine solution to the chloroform solution of the fat. Al- 
low to stand, with occasional shaking, for thirty minutes. The 
excess of iodine should be at least 60 per cent, of the amount 
added. 

(^) Titration of the unabsorbed iodine. — Add 10 cc. of the 
potassium iodide solution in the Hanus method, or jo cc. in 
the lliibl method and shake thoroughly, then add 100 cc. of 
distilled water to the contents of the bottle, washing down 
any free iodine that may be noted on the stopper. Titrate 
the iodine with shaking, imtil the yellow color of the solution 
has almost disappeared. Add a few drops of starch paste 
and continue the titration until the blue color has entirely dis- 
appeared. Toward the end of the reaction stopper the bottle 
and shake violently, so that any iodine remaining in solution 
in the chloroform may be taken up by the potassium iodide 
solution. 

(6) Standardicitig the iodine solution by thiosiilphate solu- 
tion. — .\t the time of adding the iodine solution to the fat 
employ two bottles of the same size as those used for the de- 
termination for conducting tlic operation described under para- 
graphs (3), (4) and (3). but without the presence of any fat. 
In every other respect the performance of the blank experi- 
ments should be just as described. These blank experiments 
must be made each time the iodine solution is used. Great 
care must be taken that the temperature of the solution does 
not change during the time of the operation, as acetic acid and 
alcohol have very high coefficients of expansion, and a slight 
change of temperature makes an apprecible diflference in the 
strength of the solution. 

Per cent, of iodine absorhcfl . 

Weijfht c)f fat taken ^ram o. 3)0 

Quantity of iodine solution used cc. 40.0 

Thiosulpliate equivalent to iodine used cc. 65.0 

Thio^iulphate equivak'nt to reinaininf^: iodine cc. 40.0 

Tliiosulf>hate e(|uivalent to i(»dine [il)*iorbe<l cc. J5.0 

Per cent. <A iodine ahsorhed ( J5.0 x o.oij<jQ2 x 100) divided !»y 
0.250=126.02. 



^^ 



MISCELLANEOUS OIL INVESTIGATIONS. 343 

Standard Specifications for Purity of Boiled Linseed Oil from 

North American Seed. 

American Society for Testing Materials (1915). 

I. Properties and Tests. 

Boiled linseed oil from North American seed shall conform 
to the following requirements : 

Maximum. Minimum. 

15°. 5 
Specific Gravity at C 0.945 0.937 

15°. 5 
Acid Number 8 

Saponification Number 195 189 

Unsaponifiable Matter, per cent 1.5 

Refractive Index at 25° C 1.4S4 1-479 

Iodine Number (Hanus) 178 

Ash, per cent 0.7 0.2 

Manganese, per cent o. 03 

Calcium, per cent 0.3 

Lead, per cent o.i 

II. Methods of Testing. 

The recommended methods of testing are as follows : 

General, — The sample should be thoroughly agitated before 
the removal of a portion for analysis. 

Specific Gravity. — Use a pyknometer, accurately standard- 
ized and having a capacity of at least 25 cc, or any other 
equally accurate method, making a test at 15° .5 C, water be- 
ing I at 15° .5 C. 

Acid Number. — Expressed in milligrams of KOH per gram 
of oil. Follow the method described in Bulletin No. 107, re- 
vised 1908, Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Chemistry, 
page 142. 

Saponification Number. — Expressed as with Acid Number. 
Blanks should also be run to cover effect of alkali in glass. 
Follow method given in Bulletin No. 107, revised 1908, Depart- 
ment of Agricuture, Bureau of Chemistry, pages 137-138. 

Unsaponifiable Matter. — Follow Boemer's method taken 
from his Ubbelohde Handbuch Der Ole u. Fette, pages 261-262 
(as quoted on p. 338, under specifications for raw linseed o\\). 

Or, any accurate method involving the extraction of the dried 
soap may be used. 
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Refractive Index. — Use a properly standardized Abbe Re- 
fractometcr at 25^ C, or any other equally accurate instrument. 

Iodine Xumber (Hanus). — Follow the Hanus method as 
described in Bulletin No. 107, revised 1908, Department of 
Agriculture, IJureau of Chemistry, page 136. 

/Isli. — The determination of the percentage of ash and the 
constituents tlicreof may he made by any method which gives 
accurate results. 



Chapter XXI\'. 

THE APPLICATION OF PAINTS AND FINISHES TO 

WOOD. 

Prepared paints, contained in sealed packages, are the most 
economical and convenient. The brand selected should be 
composed of pigment and liquid, the pigment being white 
lead (corroded or sublimed) admixed with zinc oxide, with 
or without a small amount of chemically inert pigments. 
These pigments should be ground in a liquid composed of 
linseed oil with a small amount of drier and thinner. Small 
amounts of color pigments have been added to such mixtures, 
if the paint is tinted. These paints are suitable for the 
exteriors of all wooden structures.* 

If the painter desires to use a paint mixed by hand, paste 
paints may be obtained either in the form of white lead ground 
in oil or zinc oxide ground in oil, which may be mixed to- 
gether, or purchased in the form of a Prepared Paste Paint 
made of these pigments. It is customary to add to lOO lbs. 
of a paste paint from 4 to 6 gallons of linseed oil and a 
pint of liquid drier. The mixture may be thoroughly stirred 
in a barrel or tub. Labor and time are necessary to pro- 
duce a smooth paste. Loss by spattering should be avoided, 
if possible. A gallon or more of turpentine may be used to 
take the place of part of the oil for first-coat work. If a 



♦ r. S. Army Paints (White), 

The majority of the high-grade paints to be purchased from reliable 
dealers will closely approximate the prepared pamt called for by the 
specifications of the U. S. Army, which are as follows: 

* The paint must be furnished in prepared form, ready for applica- 
tion. White paint must contain not less than 65 per cent nor more 
than 70 per cent of pigments, the balance to be liquids. The liquids 
shall consist of pure raw linseed oil, containing: a total of not over 10 
per cent, of turpentine and turpentine drier. The pigment portion of 
the paint shall consist of white lead (basic carbonate or basic sulphate) 
and zinc oxide. There shall not be less than 25 per cent, nor more 
than 50 per cent, by weight of zinc oxide. Paints of this composition 
containing, in addition, not over 15 per cent, by weight of sucli white 
pigments as barytes, china clay, whiting, asbestine, and silica will be 
accepted under these specifications." 

345 
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colored paint is desired, color ground in oil may be added 
to produce the desired result. The paint -ihould then be stirred 
for a long period in an endeavor to get the color thoroughly 
into the mass in order to prevent streaking. 

Selection of Color. — The color of a paint to be selected for 
a house requires consideration. In many rural localities, 
white paints are used, and tlicy contrast pleasantly with the 
green of the surrounding foliage. It must be remembered, 
however, that white paints which have been tinted, by 




In the aliovc illuMralinn there 3re shown two painivil i>3ii('U uhirh 
have been i-x|his<.-iI for iirarly three years to severe wcatlier cimdili"0*. 
The paini tinteil nmy. which was a|>plied to the lower |anel, was >>f the 
same cumposilioii as the while ]iain( applied to the upper panel. The 
superior cciniliti<iii of the uray paint is clearly shown. 

grinding into them small |)ercentages of permanent colors, 
are more economical to use. since the wearing value of these 
tinted paints is from .^o'l to 6o',f greater than the wearing 
value of white paints. For instance, if a white paint is ap- 
plied to one house and ,i simitar white paint, tintetl with say 



APPLICATION OF PAINTS TO WOOD. 347 

3% or 4% of color, is applied to another house in the same 
locality at the same period of time the surface painted white 
will probably require repainting at the end of a period of three 
years, while the surface painted with the colored paint will 
be in an excellent state of preservation and will probably 
not require repainting for two more years. Therefore tinted 
paints should be used whenever durability is the commanding 
consideration. The property owner should also remember 
that the lighter shades or tints are in many instances best 
adapted, since the lighter colors reflect the heat rays from the 
sun, while the darker colors, such as dark red, dark blue and 
very dark gray, absorb the heat. For this reason, a house 
painted in light colors will be cooler in the summer than one 
painted in very dark colors. 

Full directions for use usually appear upon all packages of 
prepared paints. However, in case such directions are lack- 
ing, the following general directions will be found useful. 

Before the paint is applied, the wooden surface must be 
freed from moisture. If new, weathering of the wood for 
a short period is generally advisable in order to allow thorough 
seasoning and drying-out of absorbed moisture. Painting 
should never be done in damp weather. A successful job 
depends upon the application of the paint during clear dry 
days. If the wood has not been painted before, any visible sap 
streaks or knots should be brushed with turpentine just before 
applying the paint. Do not use shellac for priming knots. The 
turpentine treatment will soften the resin in the wood and allow 
the priming or first coat of paint to soak thoroughly into and 
combine with the resin, thus preventing scaling. For the 
priming coat, there should be added to a gallon of prepared 
paint from i to 3 pints of turpentine (or benzol* when ob- 
tainable). The mixture should be thoroughly stirred until 
it is uniform throughout. It may then be applied by brush- 
ing out to a thin coat on the new wood. The turpentine will 
serve to carry the paint into the pores of the wood, and thus 



♦Benzol 90 degrees or benzol 160 degrees ( solvent naphtha) may be 
used with even better results than turpentine for thinning the priming 
coat of paint. Benzol is the water-white distillate from coal tar. It 
must not be confounded with benzine. When benzol is not obtainable, 
use turpentine. 
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provide a good, substantial bond. The paint, moreover, will 
dry rapidly to a hard surface which will provide a permanent 
foundation for subsequent coats. Upon the priming coat de- 
pends the success of the whole painting job. Even if the coat 
looks thin, the hiding power of the jwint should be sacrificed 
in order to obtain this thorough penetration and hard drjing. 
\ever use ochre as a priming coal, serious results are bound 
to follow. 

When the priming coat has become thoroughly hard and 
dry. which, as a rule, will lalce at least three days, although a 
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he nail holes and other iniiwr lections in a 
uy lie closed U|) with putty. There may 
secimd coat of paint as it comes from the 
he addition of any material except a small 
line if the ]iaint is heavy. One pint of 
on of paint is generally sufficient for this 
K'uiine will cause the second coat to dry 
iiri'acc. ,\fter a suitable drying period, the 
n be a])]ilie<l. No lur[>entine or thinner 
the ihird coai of prepared paint, since it is 
rich in oil, that will dry W a hiyh-jjloss 
1 an a<lditional coat may be applied. 
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It should be remembered that more enduring results follow the 
application of a number of thin coats. When old surfaces are 
to lie repainted, all loose, scaled paint should be removed 
and rough, checked surfaces lightly sanded with fine sand- 
pai>er. The work may proceed as for the second and third 
coats for new surfaces. 

Interior Paiitliny. — Clean and sandpaper, iirush-coat knots 
and sap]>y spots with tur|>entinc not more than one hour previ- 
ous to the application of the first coat of paint. To one gallon 
of i)aint there should hi; added one to two ]>ints of tur|>entine 



ric. M5. 
T«»-coat Work After Four Years' Exposure. 

The thoroughly stirred mixture should then be applied, brush- 
ing it out into a thin coat. This will rapidly dry to a hard 
undercoating that has penetrated deeply into the wood. If 
the finishing color is to be white or light tinted, there should 
be applied over the priming coat of paint a thin coat of white 
shellac. This will prevent discoloration of the surface by 
resin in the wood. After drying, the imperfections may be 
puttied up. There should then he applied three coats of paint 
of the desired color. If a varnish coat is applied over the 
paint, it should be a light-colored, good-wearing varnish, 
evenly applied, and it should be colored with the finishing 
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Enameling. — For enameling, the same treatment of knots, 
priming with paint, coating with shellac, and puttying should 
be adopted. Then apply three coats of white prepared paint or 
flat finish. Then apply one coat of half paint and half enamel. 
Finish with one full-flowing coat of l>est enamel. Each coat 
must he thoroughly dry, and shnulil W lightly sandi>ai>ered 
before the application of another. .Ml coats should l>e tinted 
as desired. The enamel coats may be rubl)ed with water and 
powdered pumice stone if a satin finish is desired. 




Slaimtui and Wntushittri. 

Xatural Fmislt. — The woodwork should be thoroughly 
cleaned and sandpapered where neces.sary. Apply one coat 
of white shellac. 

Cover all nail holes and other imperfections with putty 
colored to match the wood, taking care to remove surplus 
putty. 

Give two coats of good-wearing lw)dy varnish, the last 
coat to l)e evenly flowed on. Sandpajwr thoroughly between 
coats, [f a flat finish is desired, the varnish coats may be 
nililHil— nut (on clusfly — u> .1 diill. rvcu fiiiish. or a dull-finish 
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varnish may be used. If the natural color of the wood is a 
trifle too bright for the effect desired, a very little burnt sienna 
added to the first coat of varnish will produce a more suitable 
finish. 

Stained Work. — All woodwork should be thoroughly cleaned 
and free from imperfections. Apply one coat of linseed oil 
prepared stain.* Sandpaper lightly. Close nail holes with 
putty to match stain, removing all excess putty. Apply two 
good coats of strong- wearing body varnish, evenly flowed on, 
and sandpajier lightly between coats, taking care that each coat 
IS thoroughly dry before another is applied. For a flat surface 
rub lightly with oil and pumice stone or apply one coat of flat 
varnish. 

Finishing Floors. 

Natural Color Finish. — Floors should be cleaned, smoothed, 
hand-scraped, and sandpapered with the grain of the wood, 
and left in perfect condition to receive the work of the painter. 

Apph' a very thin first coat of white shellac. Sand lightly 
with fine sandpaper, and apply two coats of best elastic floor 
varnish. If a dull finish is desired, rub lightly with oil and 
pumice stone. Wax varnished surface if desired. 

Stained Floors. — If the floor is to be stained, omit the 
shellac and apply one coat of linseed oil prepared stain. When 
-dry, apply two coats of best elastic floor varnish. Wax if 
-desired. 

Do not attempt to finish a floor by the use of wax or oil 
alone. A polished surface will result, but it will not be hard, 
and will soon di.scolor with dust and dirt. 

Painting Shingle Roofs. — New shingles, if well seasoned, 
may be dipped in a prepared mineral paint that has been 
suitably thinned with turpentine or mineral spirits so that the 
excess paint will readily run off, leaving an even film. It is 
customary, however, to paint shingles on the roof. This is 
usually done after the shingles have weathered for a short 
period of time, but previous to the formation of corner pock- 
ets or other defects due to the action of the weather. The 
paint should be well brushed in. One coat is suflficient, but 
two coats will give a more durable job. Shingles 4 inches in 



*Stains containing benzol penetrate better than other stains. 
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width art* iiMiallv laid to slmw not over 4!.* inolics of their 
leiiji^tli of \ti inches, tluis forming a <|nadrnplc roof nf approx- 
imately KK) Mjiiare feel to a tlion.sand shinj^les. < )ne j^llon 
of prepared shinjj^le ])aint will cover 4(X> S(|nare feet, one oiat, 
if well 1 implied out. 

Paiiitin;^ f^lastrr II alls inni Lciliiti^s. — A few \ears aj^o the 
nse of paint wa< larj^elv contined to exteriors of hnildin^s. In- 
terior wall> were often left hare. Discoloration and danipnes> 
followed. The nio<lern nulhod i> l<» decorate all interior wall 
and ceilini^ ^nrfaces with jiainls which are of a washable 
character. The^e |»aint> may jiresenl either a tlat and lij^ht- 
difriii-ini; surface, or a hij^h-j^loss, enamel-like >urface. The 
tlat or hi.uh-jj[loN^ paints are «)l)tainahle in i)repared form. Be- 
fore a]i])lyui^ siioli paint X to plaster or cement -wall surfaces. 
a wash treatment with a J^' , water solution *>f zinc >iilphate 
is ad\i^ahle. in order to neutralize the lime pre>ent in the 
wall. Later, when the walls are ihorouj^hly dry. the paint? 
shouM he api»licd in two »)r three-coat work. I lij^h-jflos> 
paint < shonl<l always he ap|ilie<l over an under-coat of flat 
paint. Li.t^'ht cnam culov and the \ ery lij^ht ^liade> of pink, 
j^reen. and hlue an- the tint-- which j;ive the j^reatol amount of 
li^ht r<l1ection in a room. 

Paintifhf i.'(>sts. Taste ])aints cost ahoul S^.cx) t(» S4.00 per 
j^allon, while |)re])ared paints ^ell for $j.J5 v* Sj.75 |)er gal- 
lon. .\ i)aint in pre|>are<l form, ready for application, will 
cover from 3<x) in i.4<k) xj. ft. |>er j^allon, de|»endin;^ n|H>n the 
character of surface to which it is ap])lied. ( )n smooth iron 
surfaci-N, the j^reate>t sjireadinj^ rate is ohtained. and on rough 
concrete -ur faces, the lowest sjireadinj; rate. ( )n wooden 
surface^ the averai^e s])readin^ rate is ahoiit <yoo s<|. ft. per 
gallon, one coat. In e^timatin*; the amount of paint required 
for a surface-, ilu- total numher of Mpiare feet >houl<l be calcu- 
lati'd h\ nmltii>l\ ini,' tlu' width hy the heijirht. of each side. 
Tlu' tntal .in a -Ihi.iM llun hi- di\ided hy .^00. wliich will jjive 
aii]irn\imati 1\ llu- nnmlKr of ^^Mllon^ recjiiired to imuluce 
thrit-coai wnrk. I-Hr iiistanii*. if tlu- tot.d area for the fmir 
^idt - if a hnii-i Is o.^(n) Hi|. ft., ji i^allnii^ nf paint will Ik: 
i\-«|uir<-l I'T \\u- wnrK. li ilu- rnsi nf i!;r paint i** J^- .>? per 
j^alJoM. the malt-rial tn-t will hi- S4«>..^3. The cost of labor 
for prnpi-rly ap]»l\ini^ the ]>aint should he tiijured at double 




Flc. 147- 
Unpainted Wood After Three Years' ExpoMire 
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the cost of the paint. To the total must be added cost of 
brushes, ladders, incidental materials, etc. It is readily seen, 
therefore, that the cost of the paint is a small part of the 
cost of painting, and for this reason only the best paint should 
be used in order to secure a job that will last for the longest 
time without repainting. 

Economy of Fainting. — The property owner should re- 
member that it is a very good business proposition to keep 
buildings of all types, especially dwellings and farm buildings, 
well painted. By so doing, the value of a property increases at 
least 25%. If wooden structures are left bare and exposed, 
the surfaces become roughened and the wood is subjected to 
warping and cracking. When dampness enters such exposed 
wood, conditions become favorable for the action of destruc- 
tive fungi and rotting may take place. Application of good 
paint, however, will preserve wood almost indefinitely, since it 
closes the openings and prevents the admittance of decay- 
producing organisms. 

Even more striking illustrations of the truth of this state- 
ment are afforded by the condition of those well-painted, cen- 
tury-old dwellings to be found throughout the original colonies 
of this country. Some of these are shown in Figs. 149-155. 

Moreover, paints not only decorate and preserve wood, but 
they make it more resistant to fire. For this reason, the ap- 
plication of paints to shingled roofs is often advisable. For 
instance, prepared paints containing 60% to 70% of non- 
combustible, metallic or mineral pigments, may be termed fire- 
resisting. When such paints are applied to shingles a very 
water-proof semi-metallic film results. The film smooths the 
rough, fuzzy surface of the wood and prevents warping at 
the edges, thus doing away with the formation of pockets in 
which hot cinders, blown from a passing locomotive or car- 
ried from a neighboring fire, might lodge. 

Paints for Various Surfaces. — Painting the exterior or 
interior walls of a dwelling constitutes only a part of the 
many uses for paint. Painting metals of various kinds, var- 
nishing and staining woodwork, and many other applications 
call for the use of an immense variety of paints and finishes. 
A list of many of these is shown in the chart on page 363. 
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paints after exposure 174 

red lead ])rimiiiK paints II4 

soot deposit on i)ainls at IMltshurj^li 174 

Concrete 'Structures, paints to ])re\enl electrolysis in 86 

Constant temperature cabinet f«'r paint tests 167 

Continuous absorption of lead com]»ouinls 258 

Copper chloride 163 

salt treatment of ^alvani/ed iron 12; 

salts in ships' b;>ttom paint 128 

soaps in ships' bottom paint 12<> 

Corn oil, analysis of and efTect of storaj^e on 305 

Corrosion causes 86 

of ballast tanks 135 

C<^st of impre^natinjj: and painting shingles 215 

I>aiuting 352 

Cottonseed oil, analysis of and effect of storage (»n 305 

Courtois, manufacture of /inc oxide by 28 

Crampto!! on action of molds on oils 202 

Creosotcd wood for mill construction 162 

Cresol, cfTect of on infected oil 200 

Cyanide of copper in shi])s' bottom paint 12Q 

Cyprt'ss, e.x])osure tests on 156 

inflammability tesis <n 214 

lumber, paintiu". of T58 



INDEX. 369 

Paifc 

Cypress, resin in 158 

staining and finishing of 1 52 

Cypressine resin 1 58 



Darkening of paints at Passaic, N. J 165 

paint due to deposit from air 137 

effect of plant pollen in 160 

Deposit of vegetable matter on painted surfaces 179 

Deposits from air, darkening of paint due to 137 

effect on soft paint 139 

Diffusing properties of paint, light 258 

Driers and their application 307 

Drydocks, painting 135 

Drying of lumber, kiln 154 

tests on soya bean oil 317, 318 

value of lead 311 

manganese 310 

Durability of cypress shingles 195 

white and colored paints 346 

wooden shingles 195 

Dye houses, painting of 161 



Economy of painting 355 

factory- interiors 257 

Effect of alcohol on lead workers 240 

alcohol fumes on painters 250 

antiseptics upon infected oil 290 

benzine on animals 246, 247 

benzine vapors 249 

benzol on animals 246, 247 

benzol on painters 248 

black fungi upon drying paint 280 

cinders on shingled roofs 2(X) 

cinder test on shingles J08 

colors on temperatures of objects j()i 

deposits from air on soft paint 13^; 

enzymes on linseed oil 27O. -8^) 

exposure on painted wood 354 

unpaintcd wood 353 

llame on shingles iqR, 199. 200. joi. 203. J06, 207. jo») 

foots in linseed oil 278 

f uine< f r< nn ships* paints M ^ 
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Pane 

Effect of gases on pigments 174 

grain alcohol on animals 246, 247 

heat on paints 285, 303 

hydrogen sulphide gas on white lead paint 164, 166 

iron rust on paint films 163 

linseed oil on condition of paints in storage 287 

lumher on durability of paint 153 

mildew on paint 157 

moisture 280 

paint vapors upon blood corpuscles 234 

composition of air 236 

colon typhoid bacilli 237 

in destroying bacteria 237 

painting factories 257 

pigments upon constants of oil 294 

pigment upon oxidation of oil 22<> 

plant pollen in darkening of painted surfaces 160 

poisons on fungi 1 50 

river gas on lead paint 16S 

sparks on shingled surfaces 196 

sterilization on sunflower, menhaden, and perilla oils.. . 306 

storage on oils 304, 305 

paint 2Q2 

temperature on infected oil 285 

tests on guinea-pigs 245 

torch on shingles 198, 199, 200. 201, 203, 206, 207, 209 

turpentine on animals 246, 247 

vapors on guinea-pigs 244 

various colors 259 

volatiles on animals 246, 247 

weathering on zinc oxide paints 176 

wood alcohol on animals 246, 247 

zinc oxide in Arlington paint tests 137, 138 

paints 27 

Efficiency of fungus-destroying salts 162 

Electric blowers in painting, use of 135 

Electrolysis in concrete structures, paints to prevent 86 

experiments to prevent 88 

relation between film porosity and 98 

Electrolytic liydrogenation of oil films 97 

treatment of lead poisoning 242 

Emulsifying effect of moisture 280 

Enameling interior wooden surfaces 350 

Enamels for ships 136 

Enzymes, action of on oil ,^co 

effect of on linseed oil 279. 286 
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Page 

Enzymes, fat-splitting properties of 292 

Expansion of white pine wood 151 

wood, effect of upon durability of paints 151 

effect in wood 152 

Explosions, effect of upon painted surfaces 136 

Exposure test on two-coated wooden surface 349 

three-coated wooden surface 350 

tests on painted shingles ^04 

lumber impregnated with ammonium salts 193 

zinc chloride impregnated lumber 193 

sodium fluoride impregnated lumber 192 

test of zinc and mixed pigment paint, comparative.... 177 

tests of paint at Pittsburgh 173 

on cypress wood 1 56 

results of on Arlington paint tests 146, 149 

test on mixed pigment paint 143, 144. 145 

lead and zinc paint 142 

white lead paint 140,141,170,172 



Factory illumination and painting 257 

Fat-splitting properties of enzymes 292 

Film porosity, relation between electrolysis and 98 

Fineness of pigments 43 

Finishing wood 345 

wooden floors 35 1 

Fir, staining and finishing of 152 

Fire-resisting properties of mineral pigments 197 

paints for interiors 204 

railroads 20 1 

ship compartments 136 

paints, testing of 20^ 

retardants. metallic borates as 217 

paints as 217 

ammonium phosphate, ammonium sulphate, am- 
monium chloride, sodium phosphate, calcium 
chloride, calcium oxychloride, calcium oxide, 
sodium carbonate, sodium chloride, borax, zinc 

chloride, zinc sulphate as 202 

retardant paints for shingles 195, 107 

test 211. 2 ij 

Flame test 210 

Flat finish for ships* interiors i.^ 

Floating of pigments to surface of drying paint film 17S 

Florence zinc oxide 3^ 
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l^'Iiioridc of aninioniuni 163 

barium 159 

I'oots in linseed oil. effect of 278 

in linseed oil 284 

from infected oil 291 

l^'ormation and inhibition of mildew in paints 264 

Formic, acetic, and butyric acids in fumes from drying oil 231 

I'ormulas of Washington paint oil tests 61 

Fraiiklinite ZZ 

Fumes from ship paints, effect of 134 

linoleum factory 231 

Fungi on cypress lumber 272 

painted surfaces 159 

painted surfaces at Xew Orleans 271 

in linseed oil 161 

cabinet f()r encouraging growth 161 

effect of poisons on 159 

resisting nature of hard paints 275 

Fungus destroying salts, efficiency of 162 

wash 162 

growths on lumber 159 

painted surfaces at Xew Orleans 272 

G 

Galvanized iron, painting 120 

Gas, hydrogen, or river, effect of cm white lead paint 164, 165 

resisting white paint 134, 169 

Gastro-intestinal absorption of lead compounds 238 

Genthe on effect of mercury lamp on drying oils 313 

Glaser's connnents on benzol poisoning 248 

Granules in paint 289 

Graphite paint, analysis of oil from 298 

Gray i)aints for metal 1 16 

Green paints for metal i t8 

Growths on lumber, fungus 159 

Guinea-pig tests 244 

H 

Heat-reflx-cting ])ro])erties of colors 262 

Ileavy-bodied linseed oil. analysis of and effect of storage on. . .. 304 

Hempsced oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

Hiding power of pigments 44 

Ilydrogenation of oil fdms, electrolytic : . . . 97 

Hydrogen sulphide gas. effect on wliitc lead paint 164, 16'S. 168 
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Hydrolysis of linseed oil emulsions 306 

Hydrolyzing effect of pigments upon oils 299 

Hyposulphites, action of on paint 302 



Illness due to exposure to fumes from drying oil J31 

Illumination of factories 257 

Immunization of oils 284, 293 

Impregnated panel tests 184, 185, 190, 191, 192, 193 

wood, paintability of 184 

Impregnating shingles, cost of 215 

Impregnation of wood 162 

Incubation tests on infected oil 288 

Inert pigments, wearing value of paints containing 139 

Infected linseed oil 161, 278 

Inflammability test on cypress 214 

Influence of light on drying of paint 313 

Ink. action of on old painted surfaces 165 

Insects on painted surface 180 

Interior fire-resisting paints 204 

painting 349 

ship paints 136 

Invisibility of battleships, color effect and 129 

Iron dust on painted surface 176 

oxide deposited on paints 174, 176 

paint, analysis of oil from 298 

rust on paint films, effect of 163 



"Kansas," battleship, experiment on 131 

Kiln-drying of lumber 154 

Klein, C. A., on white lead 16 

Klein on lead poisoning 233 

Klein's experiments on paint fumes 218 



Lead (see also white lead). 

acetate 1 59. 163 

and zinc paint, exposure tests on 142 

and manganese driers 311 

for efficient drying of oil, percentage of.. . . 314 

as a drier 311 

basic carbonate of i? 
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Lead, basic sulphate of (see white lead, basic sulphate). 

paint, effect of hydrogen sulphide or river pas on 164 

poisoning, due to removal of old paints 240 

Klein on 233 

and treatment 242 

red, tests of 104 

priming paints 1 10 

specifications for 112 

soaps in ships' bottom paints I2Q 

toxic effect of 16 

vapors, metallic 241 

Leaded zinc 35 

paint, analysis of oil from 296 

Leclaire, production of zinc oxide by 29 

Light-diffusing properties of paints 258 

-reflecting values of paints and wall papers 253 

Lindens, The, Danvers, Mass 355 

Linoleum factory, fumes from 231 

Linseed oil, analysis of and effect of storage on 304 

boiled, specifications and methods of testing 34."; 

emulsions, hydrolysis of 306 

raw, specifications and methods of testing 337 

Litharge content of red lead no 

Lithographic linseed oil 304 

Lithopone, analysis of 54 

composition of 42, 45 

history and production of 39 

tests of 52. 56 

Lumbang nuts 325, 328 

crushing of 326 

effect of water on 327 

oil 324. 326, 32S> 

analysis of and storage changes in 305 

press cake 328 

tree 324* 325 

fruit of 326 

Lumber, air seasoning of 154 

effect of on durability of paint 153 

for paint tests 182 

fungus growths on 159 

kiln-drying of 154 

mill 281 

moisture in I55 

necessity of painting 150 

seasoning of 153 
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Macnichol treatment of cement 74 

Manganese as a drier 310 

Maple, staining and fmishing of 152 

Marine paints 123 

Massee on pink fungus 276 

Match test on shingles 213 

Menhaden oil, analysis of and effect of storage on 304 

cholesterol in 266, 267 

effect of sterilization on 306 

Mercuric chloride in paint 159 

Mercurous chloride in paint 159 

Mercury salts in paint 159 

ships' bottom paints 128 

soap 161 

soaps in ships' bottom paints 129 

Metal, paints for 104 

primer paints 104 

Metallic borates as fire retardants 217 

lustre of painted surfaces 167 

sulphides, action of on paints 30! 

vapors 241 

Method of making paint tests 181 

painting panels 183 

Migration of fine pigments to surface of drying paint 178 

Mildew 158,264 

effect of on paint 157 

on painted surfaces at New Orleans 272 

paints, formation and inhibition of 264 

Mill construction, necessity for painting 161 

Mineral pigments, fire-resisting properties of 197 

spirits, comparative safety of 250 

for flatting work 250 

Mineralizing and painting shingles 202 

Mixed pigment paint, analysis of oil from 296 

exposure test on 143, 144, 145 

Moisture in lumber 155 

Mold on dried oil film 266 

prevention of with benzol, toluol, and xylol 260 

solvent naphtha and pine oil 270 

Mycelium sporangia of black aspcrgilhis 278 

N 

National Fire Protective Association, tests by 216 

Natural color finish for wooden floors 351 
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Paw 

Natural linish for interior surfaces 350 

Necessity for painting interior mill construction 161 

of painting lumber 150 

New Jersey Zinc Co 29 

New Orleans painted surfaces 271 

O 

Oak. staining and tinishing of 152 

Observations on results of electrolysis tests 96 

Odor of oils due to reactions caused by enzymes 293 

paint 218 

Oil absorption of pignu-nts 44 

storage tanks, painting of 262 

Oils for repainting tests, analysis of 70 

from aged paints, analysis of 295 

paint, Washington tests of 57 

physical properties of 66 

used for tests, comparative analyses of 69 

Oleic acid, action of on paints 302 

Oliver, Sir Thomas, on emanations from drying paints 232 

Opaque adsorption pigments 45 

Organic acids, action of on paints 301, 302 

Oxygen absorption of linseed oil 307 

soya bean oil 316, 317 

tests on oils 309 

P 

Paint darkening due to deposit from air 137 

destroying fungus 276 

driers and their application 307 

inoculated with fungi 275 

oil tests, Washington 57 

prepared, vs. hand-made paint 9 

protection for Portland cement 72 

tests, Arlington 137 

lumber for 182 

paints for 182 

proper method of making 181 

selection of painter for 182 

vapors, composition of 218 

effect of upon blood corpuscles 234 

Paintability f)f impregnated wood 184 

Painted lumber exposed in industrial communities 171 

Painter for paint tests, selection of 182 
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i^iinting ballast tanks 135 

cypress lumber 158 

dry docks 135 

dye houses 161 

factories 257 

galvanized iron 120 

oil storage tanks 262 

panels, method of 182 

plastered walls and ceilings 352 

public buildings 258 

resinous wood 157 

school-rooms 258 

shingle roofs 200, '351 

shingles, mineralizing and 202 

textile mills 161 

tinned surfaces 122 

wood impregnated with ammonium salts 191 

sodium fluoride 191 

various salts 185 

zinc chloride 190 

Paints as fire retardants 217 

bituminous, for metal 119 

black, for metal 1 18 

bottom, for vessels 123 

toxic constituents of 126 

for exterior and interior surfaces 363 

metal 104. 108 

paint tests 182 

shingles, fire retardant 195 

water storage tanks 135 

gray, for metal 1 16 

green, for metal 118 

metal primer 104 

primer, for vessels 1 23 

red, for metal 1 16 

lead priming 1 10, 1 14 

to prevent electrolysis 86 

Passaic, N. J., darkening of paints at 165 

Penicillium (green and olive green) growing on paint. 

Inserts facing page 273 

(green) growing on paint Insert facing page 274 

crustaceum on linseed oil film 26f) 

Percentage of lead and manganese for efficient drying of oil 314 

Perilla oil 320 

analysis of ^2\ 

and cflFcct of storage on 30 1 
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Perilla oil, constants of 322 

effect of heat on 322 

sterilization on 306 

in oilcloth 324 

linoleum manufacture 323, 324 

paints 322, 323 

varnish 324 

paints, drying; properties of 322 

tests on 321 

presscake, analysis of 321 

seed 320, 321 

oil in 321 

Petroleum oil 305 

Photometer for nieasurinj^ Hglu reflection 256 

Physical properties of oils 66 

Physiological effect of carbon monoxide 234, 235 

turpentine vapors 251 

Picher Lead Co 22 

Pigments for paints to prevent electrolysis 102 

opaque absorption 45 

physical characteristics of: 

Fineness 43 

Refraction 43 

Oil absorption 44 

Hiding power 44 

suspensoid 46 

white, production of 14 

Pine, staining and finishing of 152 

oil to prevent mold 270 

Pink mold from infected linseed oil Insert facing page 280 

Pitting of paint due to resin in lumber 153 

Pittsburgh, exposure tests of paint at 173 

smoke, effect of on paint 171 

soot, action of on paints 1 73 

Poisoning due to alcohol fumes 250 

Poisons, effect of on fungi 159 

Pollen, effect of in darkening paint 160 

on painted surfaces 179, 181 

Porosity, film, relation between electrolysis and 98 

Portland cement, paint protection for 72 

coatings for shingled surfaces 200 

Potassium bicarbonate 163 

Preferential adsorption effects 49 

Preparation of painted specimens for photometric examinatit 11. . 25 ; 

wooden surfaces for painting 347 

Prepared paint vs. hand-made paint 9 
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Preservation of tanks on vessels 134 

Primer paints for vessels 123 

tests, metal 104 

Priming tests, red lead no 

Production of white pigments 14 

Proper method of making paint tests 181 

Psychological effect of colors 259 

Public buildings, paints for 258 



Railroad paints 178 

station paints 178 

Rancidity of oils 293 

Rapp's tests on paint in Pittsburgh 258 

Raw linseed oil, specifications and methods of testing 3^7 

Red lead paint, analysis of oil from 298 

priming paints 1 10, 1 14 

specification for 112 

tests 104 

paints for metal 118 

Refraction of pigments 43 

Relation between film porosity and electrolysis. 98 

Relative efficiency of various fungus-destroying salts 162 

toxicity of various paints 159 

volatile thinners 243 

Removal of carbon from painted surfaces 176 

old paint from battleships 136, 240 

soot from Pittsburgh paints 173 

Repainting tests on paint oils 65 

Resin in cypress 158 

lumber, pitting of paint due to 153 

Resinous wood, painting of 157 

Results of electrolysis tests 90. 03, 94. 95, 99. 100. 102. 103 

observations on 96 

exposure on Arlington paint tests 146-149 

red lead (metal primer) tests 105 

Washington paint oil tests 70, 71 

River gas. effect of on lead paint 164. 165. 166 

Rosin oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

"Rusting" of paint 282 

8 

Salicylic acid, effect of on infected oil 290 

Sanitary value of wall paints 238 

Sardine oil, analysis of 305 
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Saturated tiliiis, value <.)f 98 

School-rooms, paints for 258 

Scott, W. G., on basic sulphate-white lead (sublimed white lead). 25 

Seasoning of lumber 153, 154 

Selection of color for dwellings 346 

painter for paint tests 182 

Shark oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

Shellacking knots previous to painting, result of 348 

Shingled roofs, painting of 200 

Shingle stains 197, 217 

Shingles, cinder test and fire test on 212 

cost of impregnation and painting 215 

cypress, durability of 195 

effect of cinders on 200 

flame on ic>8. 199, 203. 206, 207, 209 

torch on h)8, 199, 203. 206. 207, 209 

fire retardant paints for 195 

match test on 213 

mineralized, effect of torch on 201, 203 

mineralizing and painting 202 

Portland cement coatings for 209 

warping of 200 

wooden, durability of 195 

Ship compartments, fire-resisting paints for 136 

paints for 136 

paints, interior 136 

Ships* interiors, enamel for 136 

flat finish for 136 

Silica paint, analysis of oil from 297 

Sloane residence, Charleston, S. C 361 

Smell of paint 218 

Smoke and soot, action of upon painted lumber 171 

Sodium arsenate 1 59, 163 

bicarbonate 16.^ 

carbonate as fire retardant 202 

chloride as fire retardant 202 

fluoride, exposure test on lumber impregnated with 192 

painting lumber impregnated with 191 

phosphate as fire retardant 202 

Solubility of pigments in paint film 283 

Solvent naphtha to prevent mold 270 

Soot, action of on paints 173 

deposit, composition of 174 

removal of from paints 173 

resisting paints 173 

Sorel, discovery of zinc oxide by 29 
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the cost of the paint. To the total must be added cost of 
brushes, ladders, incidental materials, etc. It is readily seen, 
therefore, that the cost of the paint is a small part of the 
cost of painting, and for this reason only the best paint should 
be used in order to secure a job that will last for the longest 
time without repainting. 

Economy of Painting. — The property owner should re- 
member that it is a very good business proposition to keep 
buildings of all types, especially dwellings and farm buildings, 
well painted. By so doing, the value of a property increases at 
least 25%. If wooden structures are left bare and exposed, 
the surfaces become roughened and the wood is subjected to 
warping and cracking. When dampness enters such exposed 
wood, conditions become favorable for the action of destruc- 
tive fungi and rotting may take place. Application of good 
paint, however, will preserve wood almost indefinitely, since it 
closes the openings and prevents the admittance of decay- 
producing organisms. 

Even more striking illustrations of the truth of this state- 
ment are aflforded by the condition of those well-painted, cen- 
tury-old dwellings to be found throughout the original colonies 
of this country-. Some of these are shown in Figs. 149-155. 

Moreover, paints not only decorate and preserve wood, but 
they make it more resistant to fire. For this reason, the ap- 
plication of paints to shingled roofs is often advisable. For 
instance, prepared paints containing 60% to 70% of non- 
combustible, metallic or mineral pigments, may be termed fire- 
resisting. When such paints are applied to shingles a very 
water-proof semi-metallic film results. The film smooths the 
rough, fuzzy surface of the wood and prevents warping at 
the edges, thus doing away with the formation of pockets in 
which hot cinders, blown from a passing locomotive or car- 
ried from a neighboring fire, might lodge. 

Paints for Various Surfaces. — Painting the exterior or 
interior walls of a dwelling constitutes only a part of the 
many uses for paint. Painting metals of various kinds, var- 
nishing and staining woodwork, and many other applications 
call for the use of an immense variety of paints and finishes. 
A list of many of these is shown in the chart on page 363. 
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Paints for Various Purposes. 



^^iljrSSi?,!^ ^rSJiJl'^^i^^H^w^^^ P«'"t prepared on a I^ad and Zinc Base. 
Smicfu^ Wooden Preferably tinted. Class 'A." 



Shinarled Koofins and Sidinsr. 
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^ I Sheds. Bams and Outbuildint^s. 



Porch Floors. 



Window Shatters. 
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Same as Class"A" or a Creosote Shintflc 
Stain. 

Same as Class "A"' or Prepared Inm 
Oxide Paint. 

Colored Floor P:iint containing Durable 
Varnish. 

Same as Class "A'" or Chrome Green 
Shutter Paint. 



General Structural Iron and Steel Gird- Rust Inhibitive Prepare*! Paint. Red 
ers, Roofinsr. Siding, etc. I^ad. Iron Oxide, etc. CUiss "B."' 



Galvanized Iron. 



Tinned Roofins: and Copper Flashing. 



Prime with 5'* Water Solution of Copjjer 
Salt. Dry and apply Class "B" Paint. 

Clean all trrease with Benzene. Apply 
Class "B" Psiint. 



Brick Walls and Fronts. 



Same as Cla.ss"A"'or PreiMired Retl Iron 
Oxide Paint. 



Cement and Concrete Structures. Ball Prime with 25^ Water Solution of Zinc 
Parks. Faxnlions, Stucco on Brick or I Sulphate (to neutralize alkali). Dry 
Frame. Cement Tanks. Posts, Silos, and ai»ply Class "A" Paint or Cement 

Culverts, etc. Cojiler. 
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General Trim, Stair\«'ays. Doors, Panel- 
ing. 


Class "A" Paints finished with Enamel 
or V.'imish. 


Doors. PAnelinflT, Floors, etc. 
Transparent finish. 


Fillers. Stains and Varnish as desired. 



Same as for Exterior Work. 



Same as for Exterior Work. 



CeilinfiTS and Walls of Portland Cement, 
Keene Cement or Sand Lime Plaster. 



§ CeilinfiTS and Walls of Bath-rooms and 
S Kitchens. 



Cement Floors. 



Alkali Neutralizinff Primer, then Sani- 
tary Flat Finish Oil Paint. 



Alkali Neutralizing Primer, then Class 
"A" Paint, and Varnish or Washable 
Enamel. 



Alkali Neutralizintr Primer, then Class 
"A" or Prepared Floor Pjiint. 



TNDBX 
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Page 

Abrasive action of water on paint 134 

Absorptive character of various paint films 163 

condition of paint films after exposure 165 

Acetate of lead 159, 163 

Acetic acid in fumes from drying oil 231 

Acids evolved f n>m drying paint 225 

Action of enzymes on oils 300 

hyposulphites on paints 302 

ink on old painted surfaces 165 

metallic sulphites on paints 301 

oleic acid rm paints 302 

organic acids on paints 301, 302 

Pittsburgh >< )ot on paint 173 

smoke and soot on paint 171 

Aging of paints 292 

oil, changes during 65, 67 

Air seasoning of luml>er 154 

Alcohol, effect of on lead workers 240 

fumes, effect of on ])ainter 250 

poisoning 25 1 

Aldehydes in paint fumes 219, 225 

from drying oil 23 1 

Aluminum paint, reflecting value of 257 

Ammonium chloride as fire retardant 202 

fluoride 163 

phosphate as tire retardant 202 

salts, painting lumber impregnated with 191 

exi)osure tests on lumber impregnated with,... 193 

sulphate as fire retardant 202 

Ampere-hour charts . .• 99, 100 

Analysis of lithoiK)ne 54 

oils from aged paints 295 

oils used in Washington paint oil tests 60. 69. 70 

soya bean oil 31K 319, 320 

and eff^ect of storage on linseed oil, soya oil, menhaden 
oil, tung oil, perilla oil, heavy-bodied linseed oil. litho- 
graphic linseed oil, whale oil 304, 305 

.165 
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Antifouling paints for vessels 125 

Antiseptic effect of cresol, carbolic acid, salicylic acid, and ben- 
zoic acid upon infected linseed oil 290 

properties of oil paint vapors on bacteria 2jf> 

Apparatus for determining character of paint vapors 222. 224 

measuring light reflection 256 

Application of paints and varnishes to wood .V45 

Arlington paint tests IJ7 

results of exposure on 146, 149 

Armstrong and Klein's experiments on paint fumes 218 

Army paints 545 

Arsenic salts in ships* bottom paint 129 

Ash, staining and finishing of 152 

Aspergillus nigcr (^n painted surface 274 

Autohydrolysis of glycerides 286 

B 

Bacilli from oil toots 289 

Bactericidal effect of paint fumes j^o. 237, 2}0 

Ballast tanks, corrosion of 135 

painting 1 35 

Baly's experiments on paint fumes 218 

Barium chloride 163 

fluoride 1 59 

soap 161 

Barnacles 1 23. 126 

Barytes paint. analysi> of (»il from 297 

Basic carh(Miate-\vhite lead, producti(Mi of 15 

sulphate- white lead (see white lead, basic sulphate). 

Baskerville report on effect of alcohi»l fumes 350 

Bell's photometric measurements on yKiints 253. 254 

Benzine pr»isoiiing 240 

in trimming tank paints 24*) 

Benzoic acid, effect of on infected oil 2Qn 

Benzol 24K 

thinning paint with 163 

to prevent mold 26<) 

Bicarbonate of soda ! 163 

Bichloride of mercury 163 

Bichromate of potash 163 

Bituminous enamel for painting tanks 135 

y)aints for metal IIO 

P.lack paints fc^r metal 1 18 

P.laiklcr on oxidation of linseed oil 312 

Blnr lead y)aint exposure tost 133 
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Page 

Boiled linseed oil, analysis of and effect of storage on 305 

speciticati( ns and methods of testing 543 

Boiling linseed oil 314 

Bonding surfaces for painted metal in concrete 88 

tests lOi 

value, test of 92 

Boot-topping paint 134 

Borates, metallic, as tire retardants 217 

Borax as fire retardant 202 

Pk>ttom paints, ships' 1 23, 126 

Brown spotting of paint 282 

C 

Cabinet for encouraging growth of fr.ngus 161 

Calcium chloride as fire retardant 202 

oxide as fire retardant 202 

oxychloride as fire retardant 202 

Calamine 34 

Calomel 159 

Carbolic acid, effect of on infected oil 290 

Carlx)nate of lead, basic, production of 15 

soda 202 

Carbon black, analysis of oil from 298 

deposited on paints 174,176 

dioxide in paint fumes 230 

mon.)xide in paint fumis 218, 230, 235 

Catalytic effect of paint driers 313 

Causes of washing of paint 281 

Cement coatings for shingle surfaces 209 

paint tests. Washington 75 

Portland, paint proteciiui for 72 

suction varnishes for 'J2t 

Ccnninni. Cennino. on white lead 16 

Changes in oils ui>on aging 65 

Chemical changes in oils 65, 67 

Chloride of ammonia as fire retardant 202 

barium 163 

calcium as fire retardant 202 

copper 163 

lime (see chloride of calcium). 

mercury in paints 159 

sodium as fire retardant 202 

zinc 161, 163, 202 

Cholesterol in menhaden oil 266, 267 

Chromate of lead paint, analysis of oil from 297 
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Pa«c 

Cinder-resisting paint 178 

test, effect of on shingles 20?^ 

and Tire test on shingle> 21 j 

Cinders, effect of on shingled roofs 200 

Clarification of oil and varnisli 50. 51 

Cloudy linseed oil 290 

Cobweb on drying paint 175 

Colloidal color pigments 4R 

condition of paints 4,; 

Colonial houses ^5>^>-3l^^ 

Color chart showing reflecting \a'ncs <»f pai?il'». In*»ert facing 

pagi' J55 

effects and invisibility of b'iit!is'MM> ijc> 

fa<ling of l»h'r lead paint I^V.? 

Colors on walls at L'. S. Naval .\ca<Kin\ j6o 

light rrtlectiiii: propcrtio of 25; 

heat reflecting properties of 252 

Comparative anal\ scn of oils used for tt-^ts (m 

exposure tests of zinc and mixed piununt paint.... 177 

safel\ of mineral spirits 250 

Composition of air. effect of paint funus "in 2>» 

paint vai)ors _' iS. 2jt>. j^j 

paints after exposure 174 

red lead priming paints 1 14 

soot deposit on paints at Pittsburgli 174 

Concrete structures. i>aints to prevent electrolysis in 86 

Constant temperature cabinet f<»r paint tests 167 

Continuous absorption of lead compoun<ls 238 

Copper chloride l6.? 

.salt treatment of galvanized iron 12 : 

salts in ships' bottom paint 12S 

soaps in ships' bottom paint I2<> 

Corn oil, atialysis of and effect of storage on .V>5 

Corrosion causes Sf> 

of ballast tanks l^^ 

Cost of impregnating and painting shingles 215 

[)ainting .^52 

Cottonseed oil. analysis of and effect of storage on .v>> 

Courtois, manufacture of zinc oxide by 2H 

Crampton on action of molds on oils 2i}J 

Creosotcd wood for mill construction 1^2 

Cresol. effect of on infected oil 2»>i» 

Cyanide r>f copyier in ships' boHnni paint iji> 

Cypr<s*i. exposure tests on iy» 

intlanunabilitx tesis in 214 

lumber. j>aintin", of I >S 
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Cypress, resin in 158 

staining and finishing of 152 

Cypressine resin 158 



Darkening of paints at Passaic, X.J 165 

paint due to deposit from air 137 

effect of plant pollen in 160 

Deposit of vegetable matter on painted surfaces 179 

Deposits from air, darkening of paint due to 137 

effect on soft paint 139 

Diffusing properties of paint, light 258 

Driers and their application 307 

Drydocks, painting 135 

Drying of lumber, kiln 154 

tests on soya bean oil 317, 318 

value of lead 311 

manganese 310 

Durability of cypress shingles 195 

white and colored paints .^6 

wooden shingles 195 

Dye houses, painting of 161 



Economy of painting 355 

f actor>' interiors 257 

Effect of alcohol on lead workers 240 

alcohol fumes on painters 250 

antiseptics upon infected oil 290 

benzine on animals 246. 247 

benzine vapors 249 

benzol on animals 246, 247 

benzol on painters 248 

black fungi upon drying paint 280 

cinders on shingled roofs 200 

cinder test on shingles 208 

colors on temperatures of objects 261 

deposits from air on soft paint 13Q 

enzymes on linseed oil 279, 286 

exposure on painted wood 354 

unpainted wood 353 

flanu' on shingles 198. 199, 200. 201. 203. 206, 207. 20 

foots in linseed oil 278 

f ume«: from ship*;* paint*? r ^ I 



370 PAINT RKSKARCIIKS. 

Pace 

Effect of gases on pigments 174 

grain alcohol on animals 246, 247 

heat on paints 285, jo.^ 

hydrogen sulphide gas on white lead paint 164, 166 

iron rust on paint films i6.< 

linseed oil on condition of paints in storage 3S7 

lunihcr on durability of paint 15.^ 

mildew on paint 1 57 

moisture 280 

paint vapors upon hl(X)d corpuscles -\;4 

composition of air 2^V» 

colon typhoid bacilli 237 

in destroying bacteria 2^^7 

painting factories 257 

pigments upon constants of oil 294 

pigment upon oxidation of oil 22«j 

plant pollen in darkening of painted surfaces 160 

poisons on fungi 1 50 

river gas on lead paint 16^ 

sparks on shingled surfaces lO^ 

sterilization on sunflower, menhaden, and perilla oils... 30^i 

storage on oils 304, 305 

paint 2Q J 

temperature on infected oil 285 

tests on guinea-pigs 245 

torch on shingles 198, 199. 200. 201. 203. 206. 207. 2a) 

turpentine on animals 246, 247 

vapors (m guinea-pigs 244 

various colors 250 

volatiles on animals 246. 247 

weathering on zinc oxide paints I7^> 

wood alcohol on animals 246. 247 

zinc oxide in Arlington paint tesl>i 137. 1.18 

paints 27 

Efficiency of fungus-destroying salts 162 

Electric blowers in painting, use of 1.^5 

Electrolysis in c^^ncrete structures, paints io prevent 86 

experiments to prevent ^ 

relation between film porosity and (>^ 

Electrolytic liydrogcnation of oil films 07 

treatment of lead poisoning 242 

Ennilsif\in^ cfTiTt of moisture 280 

Enameling intiTi<»r wooden surfaces 350 

Enamels for ^hips i.V» 

Enzynu'S. artion t^i on oil .^' <• 

effect of oil linseed oil 270. 2^^ 
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Pase 

Enzymes, fat-splitting properties of 292 

Expansion of white pine wood 151 

wood, effect of upon durability of paints 151 

effect in wood 152 

Explosions, effect of upon painted surfaces 136 

Exposure test on two-coated wooden surface 549 

three-coated wooden surface 350 

tests on painted shingles 204 

lumber impregnated with ammonium salts 193 

zinc chloride impregnated lumber 193 

sodium fluoride impregnated lumber 192 

test of zinc and mixed pigment paint, comparative.... 177 

tests of paint at Pittsburgh 173 

on cypress wood 156 

results of on Arlington paint tests 146, 1 49 

test on mixed pigment paint 143, 144, 145 

lead and zinc paint 142 

white lead paint 140.141,170,172 



Factory illumination and painting 257 

Fat-splitting properties of enzymes 292 

Film porosity, relation between electrolysis and 98 

Fineness of pigments 43 

Finishing wood 345 

wooden floors 35 1 

Fir, staining and finishing of 1 52 

Fire-resisting properties of mineral pigments 197 

paints for interiors 204 

railroads 20 1 

ship compartments 136 

paints, testing of 20^ 

retardants. metallic borates as 217 

paints as 217 

ammonium phosphate, ammonium sulphate, am- 
monium chloride, sodium phosphate, calcium 
chloride, calcium oxychloride, calcium oxide, 
sodium carbonate, sodium chloride, borax, zinc 

chloride, zinc sulphate as 202 

retardant paints for shingles 195. 197 

test 211,212 

Flame test 210 

Flat finish for ships' interiors 136 

Floating of pigments to surface of drying paint film 178 

Florence zinc oxide 3^ 
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Pace 

Fluoride of ammoniiini 163 

barium 1 5c> 

Foots in linseed oil. effect of 27S 

in linseed oil 284 

from infected oil 2Qi 

I'ormation and inhibition of mildew in y)aints 264 

l^'ormic, acetic, and butyric acids in fumes from dryinii <til 231 

Formulas of Washington paint oil tests 6i 

Franklinite 3,^ 

I'umes from ship paints, effect of 134 

linoleum factory 2^1 

I'unRi on cypress lumber 272 

painted surfaces 159 

painted surfaces at Xew Orleans 271 

in linseed oil l6i 

cabinet for enconrajj^iuK growth 161 

effect of poisons on 1 50 

resisting? nature of hard paints 275 

I'ungus destr(\vin;^ salts, efficiency of 162 

wash 162 

growths (^n lumber 150 

painted surfaces at Xew Orleans 272 

G 

Galvanized ire mi, painting 120 

Gas, hydroi;en, or river, effect of on while lead paint I'm. 165 

resisting white paint 1.I4. i6«) 

Gastro-inte>tinal absorption of lead comp<»unds 2>^ 

Genthe on etTect of mercury lamp on drying oils ^i\ 

(^ilaser's connnent** on benzol pciisonifig 248 

Granules in paint 281") 

Graphite paint, analysis of oil from 208 

Gray paints for metal 116 

Green paints f<>r metal iiS 

Growths on lumber. funi:u< 150 

Guinea-pig tests 244 

H 

Heat-retlvctin^ properties of colors 262 

Heavy-bodied linseed "il. analysis of aui] effect of st »r.ii:e on.... 304 

Hempseed f»il. analxsis of and storage changes in 305 

Hiding power of pijLiments 44 

I Fydro^nnation of oj] rihu'i. i lectr<"I\ tir 07 

Hydroi^en snlphi<le g.is, etTert on while lead paint I'M. i'»'>. i'«8 
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Hydrolysis of linseed oil emulsions 306 

Hydrolyzing effect of pigments upon oils 299 

Hyposulphites, action of on paint 302 



Illness due to exposure to fumes from drying oil 231 

Illumination of factories 257 

Immunization of oils 284, 293 

Impregnated panel tests 184, 185, 190, 191, 192, 193 

wood, paintability of 184 

Impregnating shingles, cost of 215 

Impregnation of wood 162 

Incubation tests on infected oil 288 

Inert pigments, wearing value of paints containing 139 

Infected linseed oil 161, 278 

Inflammability test on cypress 214 

Influence of light on drying of paint 313 

Ink, action of on old painted surfaces 165 

Insects on painted surface 180 

Interior fire-resisting paints 204 

painting 349 

ship paints 136 

Invisibility of battleships, color effect and 129 

Iron dust on painted surface 176 

oxide deposited on paints 174, 176 

paint, analysis of oil from 298 

rust on paint films, effect of 163 



**Kansas," battleship, experiment on 131 

Kiln-drying of lumber 154 

Klein, C. A., on white lead 16 

Klein on lead poisoning 233 

Klein's experiments on paint fumes 218 



Lead (see also white lead). 

acetate 1 59. 163 

and zinc paint, exposure tests on 142 

and manganese driers 311 

for efficient drying of oil, percentage of 314 

as a drier 311 

basic carbonate of i^ 
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Pase 

Lead, basic sulphate of (see white lead, basic sulphate). 

paint, effect of hydrogen sulphide or river j^as on 164 

poisoning, due to removal of old paints 240 

Klein on 2X^ 

and treatment 242 

red, tests of 104 

priming paints no 

specifications for 112 

soaps in ships' bottom paints 120 

toxic effect of 16 

vai>ors, metallic 24 1 

Leaded zinc ^z. 

paint, analysis of oil from 296 

Leclaire, production of zinc oxide by J9 

Light-diffusing properties of paints 25K 

-reflecting values of paints and wall papers 25.^ 

Lindens, The, Danvers, Mass 355 

Linoleum factory, fumes from 231 

Linseed oil. analysis of and effect of storage on 504 

boiled, specifications and methods of testing 34.', 

emulsions, hydrolysis of .^16 

raw, specifications and methods of testing 337 

Litharge content of red lead no 

Lithographic linseed oil 304 

Lithopone, analysis of 54 

composition of 42, 45 

history and production of jq 

tests of 52, 56 

Lumhang nuts ^U5. .V2ft 

crushing of 326 

effect of water on .^7 

oil 324. .126, ,VJJ^ 

analysis of and storage changes in 305 

[)ress cake 328 

tree 3-M. 3^5 

f rnit of ^26 

Lumber, air seasoning of 154 

effect of on durability of paint 153 

for paint tests i8j 

fungus growths on 150 

kiln-drying of 154 

mill J^i 

moisture in 155 

necessity of painting 150 

seasoning of 153 
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Pane 

Macnichol treatment of ctiiieiit 74 

Manganese as a drier 310 

Maple, staining and finishing of 152 

Marine paints 123 

Massee on pink fungus 276 

Match test on shingles 213 

Menhaden oil, analysis of and effect of storage on 304 

cholesterol in 266, 267 

effect of sterilization on 306 

Mercuric chloride in paint 159 

Mercurous chloride in paint 159 

Mercury salts in paint 159 

ships' bottom paints 128 

soap 161 

soaps in ships' bottom paints 129 

Metal, paints for 104 

primer paints 104 

Metallic borates as fire retardants 217 

lustre of painted surfaces 167 

sulphides, action of on paints 30! 

vapors 241 

Method of making paint tests 181 

painting panels 183 

Migration of fine pigments to surface of drying paint 178 

Mildew 158,264 

eflfcct of on paint 157 

on painted surfaces at New Orleans 272 

paints, formation and inhibition of 264 

Mill construction, necessity for painting 161 

Mineral pigments, fire-resisting properties of 197 

spirits, comparative safety of 250 

for flatting work 250 

Mineralizing and painting shingles 202 

Mixed pigment paint, analysis of oil from 296 

exposure test on 143, 144, 145 

Moisture in lumber 155 

Mold on dried oil film 266 

prevention of with benzol, toluol, and xylol 269 

solvent naphtha and pine oil 270 

Mycelium sporangia of black aspergillus 278 



National Fire Protective Association, tests by 216 

Natural color finish for wooden floors 351 
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Natural tinish for interior surfaces 350 

Necessity for painting interior mill construction 161 

of painting lumber 150 

New Jersey Zinc Co 2C) 

New Orleans painted surfaces 271 

O 

Oak, staining and fmishing of 152 

Observations on results of electrolysis tests g6 

Odor of oils due to reactions caused by enzymes 293 

paint 218 

Oil absorption of pij^UKMits 44 

storage tanks, painting of 262 

Oils for repainting tests, analysis of 70 

from aged paints, analysis of 293 

paint, Washington tests of 57 

physical properties of 66 

used for tests, comparative analyses of 6t> 

Oleic acid, action of on paints 502 

Oliver, Sir Thomas, on emanations from drying paints 2^2 

Opaque adsorption pigments 45 

Organic acids, action of on paints 301, 302 

Oxygen absorption of linseed oil 307 

soya bean oil 316, 317 

tests on oils 309 

P 

Paint darkening due to deposit from air 137 

destroying fungus 276 

driers and their application 307 

inoculated with fungi 275 

oil tests, Washington 57 

prepared, vs. hand-made paint «> 

protection f<»r Portland cement 72 

tests, Arlington 137 

lumber for 182 

paints for 182 

proper method of making 181 

selection of painter for 182 

vapors, composition of 2i8 

etTeot of upon blood corpuscles 234 

Paintability of imprej^nated wood 184 

Painted lumber exyM)se<l in industrial coinmunitie*» 171 

Painter for paint tests, selection of 182 
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Paitc 

Painting ballast tanks 135 

cypress lumber 158 

dry docks 135 

dye houses 161 

factories 257 

galvanized iron 120 

oil storage tanks 262 

panels, method of 182 

plastered walls and ceilings 352 

public buildings 258 

resinous wood 157 

school-rooms 258 

shingle roofs 200, 351 

shingles, mineralizing and 202 

textile mills 161 

tinned surfaces 122 

wood impregnated with ammonium salts 191 

sodium fluoride 191 

various salts 185 

zinc chloride 190 

Paints as fire rctardants 217 

bituminous, for metal 1 19 

black, for metal 1 18 

bottom, for vessels 123 

toxic constituents of 126 

for exterior and interior surfaces 363 

metal 104. 108 

paint tests 182 

shingles, fire retardant 195 

water storage tanks 135 

gray, for metal 1 16 

green, for metal 118 

metal primer 104 

primer, for vessels 123 

red, for metal 116 

lead priming 1 10, 1 14 

to prevent electrolysis 86 

Passaic, N. J., darkening of paints at 165 

Penicillium (green and olive green) growing on paint. 

Inserts facing page 273 

(green) growing on paint Insert facing page 274 

crustaceum on linseed oil film 269 

Percentage of lead and manganese for efficient drying of oil 314 

Perilla oil 320 

analysis of ?,2\ 

and effect of ^storage on 30.'. 
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Perilla oil, constants of 322 

effect of heat on 32J 

sterilization on job 

in oilcloth 324 

linoleum manufacture ,V3, 324 

paints 322. 323 

varnish 324 

paints, dryiuK properties of ^2 

tests on 321 

presscake, analysis of 321 

seed 320, 321 

oil in 321 

Petroleum oil 305 

Photometer for measuring; light reflection 256 

Physical properties of oils 66 

Physiological effect of carbon monoxide -»34. 2SS 

turpentine vapors 251 

Picher Lead Co 22 

Pigments for paints to prevent electrolysis 102 

opaque absorption 45 

physical characteristics of: 

Fineness 43 

Refraction 43 

Oil absorption 44 

Hiding power 44 

suspensoid 46 

white, production of 14 

Pine, staining and finishing of 152 

oil to prevent mold 270 

Pink mold from infected linseed oil Insert facing jwigc 280 

Pitting of paint due to resin in lumber 153 

Pittsburgh, exposure tests of paint at 17.^ 

smoke, effect of on paint 171 

soot, action of on paints 17 ^ 

Poisoning due to alcohol fumes 250 

Poisons, effect of on fungi 151) 

Pollen, effect of in darkening paint 160 

on painted surfaces I7<). 181 

Porosity, film, relation between electrolysis and 9^ 

Portland cement, paint protection for 72 

coatings for shingled surfaces 200 

Potassium bicarbonate 1O3 

Preferential adsorption effects 4<> 

Preparation of painted specimens for |)hotometric examinati: n. 25; 

wooden surfaces for painting .147 

Prepared paint vs. hand-made paint O 
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Pace 

Preservation of tanks on vessels 134 

Primer paints for vessels 123 

tests, metal 104 

Priming tests, red lead 1 10 

Production of white pigments 14 

Proper method of making paint tests 181 

Psychological effect of colors 259 

Public buildings, paints for 258 

B 

Railroad paints 178 

station paints 178 

Rancidity of oils 293 

Rapp's tests on paint in Pittsburgh 258 

Raw linseed oil, specifications and methods of testing ^yj 

Red lead paint, analysis of oil from 298 

priming paints 1 10, 1 14 

specification for 112 

tests 104 

paints for metal 1 18 

Refraction of pigments 43 

Relation between film porosity and electrolysis. 98 

Relative efficiency of various fungus-destroying salts 162 

toxicity of various paints 159 

volatile thinners 243 

Removal of carbon from painted surfaces 176 

old paint from battleships 136, 240 

soot from Pittsburgh paints 173 

Repainting tests on paint oils 65 

Resin in cypress 158 

lumber, pitting of paint due to 153 

Resinous wood, painting of 157 

Results of electrolysis tests 90. 03. 94. 95, 99. 100, 102, 103 

observations on 96 

exposure on Arlington paint tests 146-149 

red lead (metal primer) tests 105 

Washington paint oil tests 70, 71 

River gas, effect of on lead paint 164, 165, 166 

Rosin oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

"Rusting" of paint 282 

S 

Salicylic acid, effect of on infected oil 290 

Sanitar>' value of wall paints 238 

Sardine oil, analysis of 305 
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Pa«c 

Saturated tilms, value of 98 

School-rooms, paints for 258 

Scott, W. G., on basic sulphate-white lead (sublimed white lead). 25 

Seasoning of lumber 153, 154 

Selection of color for dwellings 346 

painter for paint tests 182 

Shark oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

Shellacking knots previous to painting, result of 348 

Shingled roofs, painting of 200 

Shingle stains 107, 217 

Shingles, cinder test and fire test on 212 

cost of impregnation and paintinj^ 215 

cypress, durability of 195 

effect of cinders on 200 

flame on i(>H, njn), J03. jof>, 207, 209 

torch on i<>8. 199, 203. 20f). 207, 209 

fire retardant paints for 195 

match test on 213 

mineralized, effect of torch on 201, 203 

mineralizing and paintin}>: 202 

Portland cement coatings for 209 

warping of 200 

wooden, durability of 195 

Ship compartments, fire-resistinj^ paints for 136 

paints for 136 

paints, interior 136 

Ships* interiors, enamel for 136 

flat finish for 136 

Silica paint, analysis of oil from 297 

Sloane residence, Charleston. S. C .161 

Smell of paint 218 

Smoke and soot, action of upon painted lumber 171 

Sodium arsenate 159. 1^3 

bicarbonate 16 ^ 

carbonate as fire retardant 202 

chloride as fire retardant 202 

fluoride, exposure test on lumber impregnated with 192 

painting lumber impregnated with 191 

phosphate as fire retardant 202 

Solubility of pigments in paint film 283 

Solvent naphtha to prevent mold 270 

Soot, action of on paints 173 

deposit, composition of 174 

removal of from paints 173 

resisting paint*; 17^ 

Sorcl. discoverv of zinc oxide by arj 
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Page 
Soya oil, analysis of 304, 318, 319, 320 

bean oil, chemical characteristics of 315 

drying tests on 317, 318 

heat test 317 

mixtures, analysis of 316 

oxygen absorption of 316, 317 

Spelter, prices of 29 

Specifications for boiled linseed oil 343 

raw linseed oil 343 

red lead 1 12 

tung oil 332 

Sphalerite 34 

Spores developed on painted surfaces 179 

from in f ected oil 290 

from linseed oil 268 

growing on painted surface 272 

of black aspergillus 279 

gn"een penicillium 275 

Spruce, staining and finishing of 152 

Staining and finishing pine, fir, spruce, cypress, walnut, oak, 

maple, ash 1 52 

interior woodwork 351 

w^ooden floors 351 

Stains for shingles 197, 217 

Sterilization, effect of on sunflower, menhaden, and perilla oils.. 306 

of oil 50 

oils, immunization and 293 

Stimulating or depressing effects of colors 259 

Stone, George C on zinc oxide 29 

Storage changes in vegetable and animal oils • 303 

effects of paints 292 

Stray current electrolysis 87 

Subways and subway cars, painting of 260 

Suction varnishes for cement ^2* 

Sulphate of ammonia as fire retardant 202 

zinc as fire retardant 202 

Sulphites, metallic, action of on paints 301 

Sunflower oil, analysis of and storage changes in 305 

effect of sterilization on 306 

Suspensoid pigments 46 

Suspensoids in oil and varnish 50 

T 

Tank paint 134 

painting to reduce temperature 262, 263 
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Pa«c 

Tanks, bituminous enamel for 135 

water storage, paints for 135 

Temperature of colored surfaces 261 

Testing fire-resisting paint 205, 210 

Tests, Arlington paint ij7 

results of exposure on 146-140 

cinder, on shingles 212 

exposure, on painted shingles 204 

fire jii, 212 

flame or torch 210 

impregnated panel 184, 1S5. iq2, ig.? 

inflammability, on cypress 214 

lithopone 52 

match, on shingles 213 

metal primer 104 

red lead 104 

results of (sec results). 

Washington paint oil 57 

of National Fire Protective Association 21O 

paints to prevent electrolysis 86 

on lead and zinc paint, exposure 142 

mixed pigment paint, exposure 143, 144. 145 

white lead paint, exposure 140, 141 

to determine composition of paint fumes 220 

Textile mills, painting of 161 

Theoprastus on white lead 16 

Thinning paint with benzol 163 

the priming coats of paints 347 

Tinned surfaces, painting 122 

Tinted paints, durability of 158 

Toluol to f )revont mold 269 

Torch, cflfect of on shingles if)8. 190. 200, 201 

Toxic constituents of ships' bottom paints 126 

effect of pigments 2.\8 

white lead 16 

Toxicity of paints 15Q 

volatile thinners 243 

Treated tung oil. analysis of and effects of storage on .lo? 

Tristam Dalton House 356 

Tung nuts, analysis of 33 f 

oil 328. 320. ^^o, 331, x^2 

analysis of and eflfcct of storage on 304 

methods of testing .U.V^y* 

standard •specifications for 332 
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U 

Pa«c 

Ultraviolet lamp, effect of on drying oils 314 

United States Army paints 345 

Xaval Academy, colors 011 walls at 260 

Unpaintcd wood after three years' exposure 353 

Use of mineral spirits for flatting work 250 

V 

Value of zinc oxide paints in resisting hydrogen sulphide 169 

Vapors, paint, composition of 218 

Varnishes, suction, for cement y^i 

Varnishing interior surfaces 350 

Vegetable matter on painted surfaces 179 

Volatile character of metallic pigments 230 

metallic compounds 2^^ 

substances evolved from drying paints 312 

thinners, toxicity of 243 

Volume changes as affecting durability of painted lumber 153 

W 

Walnut, staining and fmishing of 152 

War color, dead flat finish, for battleships 132 

exposure test 133 

Warping of shingles 200 

Wash for destroying fungi 162 

Washing of paint, causes of 281 

paints 1 76. 277, 280 

painted surfaces 176 

Washington cement paint tests 75 

paint oil tests 57 

Water line paint 134 

storage tanks, paints for 135 

Wearing value of paints containing inert pigments 139 

WcatlR-ring. effect of on zinc oxide paints 176 

of wood before painting 155 

Weather-resisting nature of fire retardants 202 

Whale oil. analysis of and effect of storage on 304 

White lead, basic carbonate, history of 15 

production of 17 

sulphate, history of 22 

nomenclature of 26 

W. G. Scott on 25 

Carter process 19 

chamber process 19 
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White lead, corroded 21 

(see also ba.sic carlMjiiatc-wliitc lead), 
mild process (see Rowley prtx'ess). 

Rowley process 19 

stack proces> 18 

toxic effect of 16 

paint, analysis of oil from 295 

effect of hydrojien sulphide or river gas on... i6a 

exposure test on 140, 141, 170, 172 

paint for vessels 134 

pigments. pr;»duction of 14 

pine wood, expansion of 151 

VVillemite 3.^ 

Wood, creosoted for mill construction 162 

effect of expansion of upon durahility of paint 151 

expan>ion effect in 152 

impregnation of l6.? 

weailiering of before painting 155 



Xenophon « >n white lead 16 

Xylol t(» prevent mold 260 



Zinc, insoluhle and total in lithopone 5J 

chloride 161, lO.^. uio, IQ,^. 20-? 

formate 28.^ 

leaded ,^5 

mixed pigment paint, comparative expo>nre of 177 

< )res. f )r< xluctitMi of 3 ^ 

oxide. etTects of in ]>aints 2J 

Arlington paint te«*ts I.V. I.V^ 

Florence 35 

history <^»f 2i^ 

in lithopone 54 

manufacture of 3 > 
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